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Letters to mrs. montagu; 



LETTER ex. 

beal, Jugiut lo, l76i. 

I Hid the pleasure of receiving your 
letter, tny dear friend, this evening at my retarn 
from Wingham, fhfm vthence I vtrate to you on 
Wednesday laAt My head-ach vexatiously lasted 
during the whole time of my stay there, which 
iras an iinavoidable ailay to my enjoyment (^this 
little excursion, in which I was disposed to find 
much satisfafction: 

I think you pretty tveH ilgr^ with my admi- 
ratidn of the Troadei^ though you do not parti- 
cularly mention yoUr being stfiick with that cir- 
cumstance iti thfe behaviour of Cassandra^ which 
appears to me so perfect a master-pieCe. I can- 
not help differing frum you a little in the Conduct 
of- Euripides with regard to the character of 
Hecuba, which seems to me to be perfectiy well 
contrived, and most eSquisitely drawn from na- 
ture, which would scarcely have been the case if 

VOL. u, B he 
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he had confonnded the subjects of her lamenta- 
tion with thofe of Andromache, Perhaps there 
is no instance in which Euripides- has' mortf £9- 
tovered the power of his genius, than his repre- 
senting the different feeling;B arising in so many 
different persons from one common distivas. It 
is surely very natural that amidst the pains and 
helplessness, and decrepitude of old age, the 
liohle and sentimental affections should be weakly 
exerted, and the attention be chiefly engaged by 
tiiie loss of the aUeviations and comforts of ha- 
rassfKi aod weary life. The expression of such 
SI regret would hafe been Tery improper at the 
active a^ of Androntecbe : but poor old HecAba's 
aching bones, for which you seem to have so Very 
little sympathy, every moment reminded her of 
the inconveniences of a bard bed. Haml^ doetf 
not enumerate, but just hints ^t bodity evils, in 
the puns that *' flesh is heir to :" but however 
you wilt allow that no parallel can be drawn be- 
tween him uid Hecuba. The bawling old nursci 
ftL Romeo and Juliet had not the softness end 
pomp oS Asiatic and r^al luxiury to oppose to 
the wants and hardships of captivity, lite cir- 
'cumstances of Lear- ctury some KesemUance to 
Hecuba,- but thei% is I think a sufficient difference, 
4q justify the different conduct of these two great 
tragic poet«, and exempt each of them from cee- 
; . ■ sure,- 
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him. tjear had not lost the ideas of soT^rei^ 
Jwwer wbich.he had so lately resigned : and his 
high spirit and onsubdued pride^ made him fed 
the suddeh an^ astonishiil^ change.of faia situa- 
tieD> to a degree Which left htm little leisure Uf 
attend to Uie bodily part of his ftufferinj^s, an4 
iaised his.passiiHis to a height, which Shatcspear 
bfu most judicioiisly terminated in mbdnesk. | 
deUvei up Neptune and Falhu, and the whole 
mob of heathen divinities with Tuy little com- 
}Hinction to the sticulejr arm of your seTetest cri- 
' tiOHn. The ancient poets understood human 
tiature, bqt were absurd and puerile to a strange 
iegrit, whenever . tbey attempted to describe 
divine intelligences. Even Homer, who had so 
BstensWe and astonishing a knowledge in tlie 
whole circle of human things^ ia so miserably 
deficient in his representations of the, deity^ that 
hi|i Jupite^ often appeara as contemj^ble and 
HdtculouB as the hero of a puppet show. 

Mr. Thomson's Agamemnon is a noUe tra- 
gedy. It is some time since X read it: but 1 
^infc it is ^chylus^ and not Euripides, whom h^ 
^pies in his Cassandra. 

I hope you will as fast as possible get rid of 

all remaining sympathy with my head-ach. Mine 

is a very unimportant bead to the world either of 

business or of literature, and may act tana eon- 

B a sequence; 
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ie^ence; bat yours has milcH to transact iil 
both, and its operations are destined to a mncH 
tnore extensive circle than mine. 

Probably you have read in the papers an ac* 
Coont that the Archbishop was extremely ill, and 
I And the same news has been broug;ht into th^ 
coantry by private report. But, I timnk God, 
there is no truth in it. His Grace, in spite of 
thfe Hbcrality of the news writers, who have as- 
si^ed him four physicians, has no other thaii 
those which he had when I left Lambeth, and 
they do not tliink him at dl worse. His'rheu-' 
matism is painftil and dispiriting, but I hc^e and 
believe, n<it attended by any 'symptom of danger 
whatever. 

I had lately a letter from our "Sylph, who 
seems to be well and in spirits. ' She has sent 
me two extremely pretty drawings of different 
views of Lllcan, executed from memory by Lady 
"Bingham.* 

i think you know something of Mr, and Mrs, 
Neve ; poor souls, they have lately lost tlieir 
eldest son at Oxford, by the unhappy accident of 
hurting his foot agaiust a stump or something of 

• Wifi' of Sir Chiirles Bingham, afterwards llarl * f Liij 
cnii t a most ainiuUe and highly Hicumplislied nomani Tha 
views of Luran Iktc mciilioiivtl, wciu li.keii iniia ilic gruunill 
()f Mr- Vfacy's housu lliert-. 

that 
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that kiodj as te ww Ixklhing in a river. They 
are come to Deal to go into the see, there aire 
.several more stra&g^s (lereupon'^e BaHie.ooQV 
•ion, ai)d among the reet I hear Miss Fryqp ii U> 
.take L9dgings hefp. Our Kentjsb races begip ;to^ 
Siorrovv, and I should have felt soQRe temptatioq 
to go to Canterbury, for one of the early assem- 
blies, if my head had not discouraged me hj 
being «o perverse at Wingham. It would have 
^en me pleasure to have had an opportunity of 
■eeing some people^ whom I am not at present 
very Kkely to meet any where else. A^iea, my 
jjear friend, ^y arm is troublesome. 

Yours, &C. 



tETTER CXI. 

I^pibeth, Jugmt l6, 1768. 

I VA» made very happy yesterday, my 
^ar friend, by your letter, which gave me hopes 
of getting an uuezpected si^t of you. As you 
are desirow, of knowing the situation of oux 
friends *, Ji am not willing to defer writing this 

* Upou tbe de»ih of Arcbbub,ap Seeker, 
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pott, as yoa are not perfectly dcterm^ed viflKJ* 
you thai) set out. Min Talbot'i health if, upon 
*e whole, I thank Ood, wonderfully prewrvetf, 
■and her ipirits, to all appearance better than 
from her general weakness m%ht be expected. 
She diicovert the most perfect composure, and 
even cheerfulness ; but it is evidently more from 
tier principles, than from her feelings ; but such 
9. conflict from a sense of duty must be rewarded 
wiUi success, and I hope she will grow into a com- 
■fortable state, as soon as t^e present recollectiona 
which ever^ minute, in (his melandioly house^ 
must force on her mind, are weakened by a 
change of scene and 'situation. It v/as scarcely 
possible for her to accept the kind offer to her- 
self^d Mrs. Talbot^ &om Mrs. Scott, and many 
other of their friends, as they must have so much 
unavoidable busin^s^ before they quit this place. 
They have never been able to get any informa- 
tion about a proper house in town, till to-day, 
when one has been named in Grosvenor-street, 
which, I hope, will suit them. We are to see it 
to-morrow morning. If this point is once settled^ 
every other business wiU go on with more smooth- 
ness and regularity. The variety of houses which 
have been proposed, all attended with some casual 
objection or other, h^s been very perplexing and 
harassing to their minds, ~ and consequently to 
^ (nine. 
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pime,.Tih» Eeel all tbeir ditEodUei. Y«t 1 am 
^bd to be TtKh them, aa they: think i do Vasm 
-jdtne little good. Mrs. TalboV« ispirits imxe 
grievous fits of sinking. The long, inactivity of 
a uniform life, and the being constantly habi- 
tuated to the asiistance and advice of one to 
whom every difficulty could be referred, reoden 
every deliberation, at present, particularly dis- 
tressing. Mr. Frost is here, aad the chaplains, 
and the present order of the family, which ren- 
ders it' proper for them all to dine together, is a 
good circumstance, and introdaces a variety of 
oonvenation, which is very useful, and helps to 
'•Dspeml the' attention to one painful subject. I ' 
delivered your message to Dr. Porteus*. j[ 
Jcnow not whether yon are acquainted with hia^ 
If tiot, he deierres that you should. , 

I have not yet been without tA* walls of tiiis 
house, as I would not be ab»al for a quarter of 
en hoiir, when 1 might happen to be of use, in 
'ffiving relief to the spirits of my. friends; but I 

* Afterwardi better knovn u BuI>op of London. A taUtt 
aiuiable, excellent, am) exrnipUry Prelate. Uc coiitiiitie<l 
hM fiiendxhip far Mn. Cartur, nbich commenced while he 
^aa cbaptajn t(j AichbUhop Seeker, to the end of his life ; 
und gave the living of Tborley in Hertfordshire to her ne- 
phew, the Rev, Tfaoinat Pennington, the Editor's elder 
^fotber, 

wiU 
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will certainty eMie to you, as sooa n I heartf 
your anwal^ and I know both Mrs. and Mqs 
Talbot will wiah to we you bere, } Uear die 
post-bell^ so adieu. 



WilTTPR CXq. 

Jjiwheth, Oaober 4.', l76a. ' 

More last words, my dear firiend, as I 
was not willing to set out till I had thanked y«u 
for your letter, and for your kind commilwion for 
iny reception in Hill-street, thong^h it'vriU ceFf 
teinly not be in my power to avail myself of i^ 
as I am, for several reasons, very impatient tp 
get home, where^ so far as I am of any use, I 
shall be wanted fw settlings my domestigue witti 
two new servants, whom I would gladly establisli 
et mettre en trfiin, against the time of my going 
to town. Our journey on Tuesday was, from 
the hurry of business, obliged to be postponed 
for two days, but it is now absolutely fixed for 
Thursday, and on Friday, I hope to be at home. 
Indeed, I most earnestly long to get quietly set- 
tled in my own apartment, or indulged in reveries 
pn the sea-shore, after so many weeks of an uqr 
' pomfprtabhi 
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-mntfi^teble coafiuioii, as.miiflt necMnrily-^itteiii^ 
. the situation in wbtcb UuBbetti is at preseqt 

I could opt cpmpass spending a day in town, 
fis our journey was so loag delayed, but 1 tock 
the liberty of calling at your house, one day la^t 
.week, for aboqt five minutes, to wait for an 
answer to a note. I was ia your dressing-room. 
which, I hopej, you will soon animate, and re- 
cover from Us present unnatural sff^ 4f solitude 
and silence. Indeed, 1 shall be heartily glad t» 
)iear you are ii;;ed there, and that you, have left 
the gloom and danip of N9vember behind you. 

i hay^ been uifwell, but am now betterj ^oi;igb 
I feel nQthing of the vivaci]^ of returning health ; 
)iQwever> I have j^reat redsou to be thankful, that 
{ am no longer uuder the apprehensicw of being 
downright ill, in a situation which .would have 
been so particvlarly grievous, and given so much 
trouble to my friends, in such an (inseltled slate. 
The change of air will do nie good, and getting 
into niy usual train de vie, which I would nol 
have quitted, to share any scheme of amusement 
or pleasure, though, as long as I am able, I hop^ 
I shall always be disposed to sacrifice it to th$ 
distresses of a friend. 

I rqoice in the prospect of meeting our d^ar 

3ylph in town next winter, to which 1 please 

jnyself in looking forward with cheerful hope of 

eiiioyin|r 



DiailizodbvGoO^Ie 



10 

etqdfing onr uimal society. I ain s&ny for those 
who would be the better for Mrs. Vesey's eariier 
erri^l, that it will be deferred bo long- ; thomgh 
I shaH be perfectly well Satisfied to And her in thi» 
delightful blue room the beginning of January. 

If report says true, the Royal Dane will give 
yon an opportunity of partaking of the gaiantif- 
ghoips, exhibited fbr his amusement, as it is said 
be is to return after his departure. It seems hb 
lias a cnriosity to see tbe English manner of 
liring in vtinter. when the town is quite peojpled. 
I hope yon will do credit tb the nation, by making 
fe party for him in Hill-street, and the Sylph in 
the blue room ; and by this means, I, may per- 
haps get a sight of him, though probably not ft 
■hake by the hand, like my nephew, James Pen- 
nington. I am told the show upon, the river wat 
extremely fine, but I was t.oo ill on Friday to at- 
tempt seeing any part of it ; and indeed in my 
present situation, I should scarcely have conjured 
up spirit and activity enough to tak^ any trouble 
about it, even if I had been well. 

I think you have great fortitude in resisting the ' 
tUasquerade ticket. I am told, from pretty good 
authority, that our King's compliance with the 
proposal was rather from a forced complaisance 
than a voluntary consent. However, as you ob- 
serve, if masquerades are not to be more fre- 
quent 
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qneiit in onr Island, than tbe visits of kings *, no 
great barm Vill happen; some harm there cer- 
tainly is (not to include the common objections) 
fa the waste of tihie and contrivance, and the 
excessive expence to which an' idle emulation 
vriil tempt such numbers, as Will wish to be dlft-. 
tinguished, even for the short duration df this 
motley shew. 

I have agreed with yon^ in wishing that the 
King of Denmark was to see Hamlet, on our 
stage. My nephew saw him at Macbeth, and 
says his Majesty was extremely attentive to Mr. 
Ciarrick, though I do hot find that he under- 
stands a word of English. ' But Shakes^r speaks 
to the heart, and Mr. Garrick to the senses of 
all mankind, 

Mrs. Pulteney called on me last Friday, to go 
with her to WtraUedon, to see Miss Sutton, who 
is still there, but is to be brought to her house 

* Mn. Cartrr did not live to witness tlicir greater fr«- 
quency as w^ll as splenilour, in tliese iHttai days, in Patis as 
w?l! as ill London. See for fin ACCoartC of these in the for- 
mer capital, after Buontparle's - first abtltcatioif, " l«(ten 
from a Lady to he*- Sitter," printed for' Longoun, &c. 1814; 
in which llicwe interesting scenes are delineatod witli .unc«m- 
Bon spirii, truth, and elegance. I'he youthful authoress 
was Mrs. Carter's niece, youngest daughict to her eldest 
|>rother. 
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Ip London tbis veek. Alaa !■ I fenr there u tqa 
much reason to apprehend, that ha next stage 
, win be- to an abode from which she will remoVe 
. no more., She appears to me to be in a very 
. dangerous statu, and Mrs. Pulteney has sent me 
a very jndifferent account of her, since we were 
. at Wimbledon. Mrs. Fiilteney sets out for Ba^ 
this week, but proposes to shorten,her stay, on 
Miss Sntton s account, nor wopld she go at all, 
but that she cannot help it. 

Adieu, my dearest friend; I am going to a 
further distance from you ; but I hope you are 
coming to town, which will bring yon nearer ^a 
your truly afiecUona^, 



l^rraR cxni. 

Deal, Dntmitr 4, 1761, 

It was not till after my letter was dis- 
patcliei^ that I received yoyrs, my dear friend, 
which brought me the account, which your last 
information had given me so much reason to 
expect. I thought my spirits would have been re- ' 
lieved by knowing, that my poor Miss Sutton was 
delivered from a miserable state of lingering 
pain.; 
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p^n I And indeed, t do rejoice that she ii at rest ; 
bull deeply and tenderly fedi her loss. I hav^ 
been writing to Mrs. Pulten^y on this melan- 
choly subject, "wht) had ao pet^t an op'portunity 
of knowing Her merits, and'i^ho bOa tost a moat 
sincere and faithfiil frieifd. " That she was one 
day to die/* was indeed ptesent to her thoughts. 
In it^ mdst solemn view ; and in the last lettef 
I ever received from hferj she reminded me of 
on6 of our fifst conversations. Which was oh the 
awful part which she has now beeti acting, und 
for whicK she Was warned to prepare by an early 
sense of the danger of her last illness. 

I perfectly subscribe to your fair and candid 
account of the Duke of Newcastle's administra- 
tion. The decency, and the many amiable cir' 
cumstances which one has always heard of his - 
private life, gives him an equitable claim to the 
best interpretation that can be given to the most 
exceptioqable parts of his public conduct. Every 
allowance certainly ought to be made for the dif- 
fictilties of such a situation, where the general 
character shews, that what cannot be defended, 
proceeds rather from those difficulties, than from 
. tbe natural motions of an unprincipled and wicked 
heart. There never was any reason to supp«»^, 
but that the Duke meant well to the ConstituUoo, 
^"'' and 
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ttnd vta» a rod friend to bi> coilittr; *. But thti 
prosecution of the beit intended meaiurei, in 
political life, is too oftau accompaaied by such 
dfT^tions from the simple path ^f honesty, and 
cairied on by such vile instruments, $s ieV(^t all 
the principle* of strict monUity. 

I long to hear that oUr Sylph is safely landed, 
<uid safe firom the blustering elements of a day 
like this ; I am writing aipidst an upfoar of win4 
and rain. Do pray remind her of writing to m^ 
find, if she is graceless enough to omit it, you 
certainly will let me know ; it is an event too 
important in our society, for you to be in dan^f ' 
of forgetting it I r^oice that Lady Ann Daw- 
son f is to spend hes winter among us. X an • 
glad that the roses are still blooming arid fresh oa 
Hebe's cheeks. 1 must to my pillow. 

* It tciglit also be obicrvcd, although s minor' onjiden- 
tion, that the Duke's splendid manner of living wu mch as 
to do honor to the high lituation which be filtnt. And that 
ho made no private and penaaal atlrantage of tbat siOutioqi 
was proved by the injury which his furluue received, intteaA 
of odvantage, fruni the high station in which h« had bcirii 
phceii. 

f Daughter of tlonias Fermor, Earl of Pomfret, and wiHt 
to Lord Dartrey, afterwurds Lord Cmnonwi SIm died io . 
1769* 9ee the inscription on her moaument, drawn Uf bg 
Mn. Carter, inserted iii Uie Memoiis of bat Life. 

Thbes 
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Three days has this letted laid in my draWef^ 
anfinished, so ill hare I been; but to^y is 
dear and fine^ and I am determined to vrite^ 
for fear you should be uneasy. Are you not pe- 
triGedj my dear friend, absolutely so, even by 
l^onr own fire-side? Then what must I be in a 
ft>om penetrated by thfc freezing wind through 
^ery channel i It seems very perverse to find 
oneself the better for such weather, yet, thank 
God, I am. 

" I do indeed rejoice that dear Mrs. Vesey is 
I9afe from the horrors of this stormy weather ; 
though she gave me such a description of her 
manner of travelling, after she had quitted the 
«hip, as made me shudder. But I hope th^ 
most dangerous part of her Journey was then 
over, and that, before this time, you have had 
the joy of receiving her safe in the environs of 
Bericdey -square. The indulgence which that 
sJltaition WiH afford to the sentimental part of 
her compositio.1, will probably nialte her amends 
for what her imagination will lose in contem- 
plating the subHme terrors of Penmuenmaur. I 
admire and enjoy your idea of the aquatic enter- 
tainment; hut, I believe upon the whole, we 
»h&ll be gainers by its not takii;g place. For, as 

it 
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It ifi not absolutely certain that Mr. Vesey is th^ 
Sylpke mari, he inig;ht have firand such objec' 
tiMU to wading up to his neck in water^ ai mi^t 
have given him an inraperable aversion to the 
dear blue room, and confined him ever after to 
the terra firma on the other lile cS St Geo^'s 
channel. 

You have never told me, that the society at 
Hitchara was dissolved. My infwraanC makes 
grievous lamentation for the scandal which she 
supposes this event w31 reflect on female friend- 
ship. Possibly it may, but the true state of the 
case seems to me,,, that people do not disagree 
either because tbey are men, or because tbey are 
women, but because they are human creaturev. 
Indeedy it ought to raise juy disadvantageous 
ideal of these ladies, that they did not find 
themselves so happy as they had expected to be 
in their scheme of living together. Theonly er- 
ror was the want of consideration, from whicbr 
they embarked in it. Four or .five people ttay 
be very really and strictly onited in principles, 
and the general tendency of their actions, and 
yet every one of them may have separate incli- 
nations and dislikes, in subjects of an indifferent 
nature, which may be all equally innocent, aud^ 
consequently may Itave an equal right to be gra-- 
fitied ; whichy in such a scheme, is impossible. 

In 
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1r iivvAy coAneetMtis, mieei, aM goes quietly 
en, from that subordiiiatioa'by which most points 
sre i>egiilated and determmed. But the case is 
¥ery different between the independent members 
of « Ti^antaiy society ; and I believe there are very 
feWj if any, instaflces, in which such a combina- 
tion does not prote a state of such constant, and 
very uneasy restraint, as is very seldom compen- 
sated by any advantage, however specious, wifll 
Which it may have been coatem|^ted. 
- I am obliged to you (tyr mentioning Mra. Ful* 
tcney's acquisttic^ ; I must be very nngrateful, 
not to feel a very real yfj in «very addition of 
fortune she has. God grant her better health to 
enjoy it. It was very happy that no worse mis- 
thief was done by the riot at Brentford. We 
expected to hear of terrible doings, before the 
Account in the newspapers, by a letter from Lon- 
don, . from a person who saw Broughton in full 
march, at the head of his mob. The cliai^ 

lies heayy upon Sir W. P *> and if true, 

every unprejudiced friend to liberty and order, 
must wish for his rejection. 

I must have done writing, and get ready to 
receivea party, between which, and that which 

* Probably Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, unditlats 
^f the CDUTriy of MlddUsex (qraiflit SerjiwiM Gtjnp. ' 
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you deMribe in HRI-«tre«tj there is no small dif- 
ference ; for I am engaged this afternoon with I 
know not how many vociferous fat gentlewomen, 
at penny quadrille. Not but that I could, with 
great tranquillity, make tea for them, and qaiedy 
withdraw my thoughts to a more amusing enter- 
tainment, than their comments on the blade aces, 
Toles.sanprendres, &C.&C. But,al^! it will be my 
-\Toltil destiny to enteitain a beauty who does not 
play, but will expect me to be very attentive to 
hef, while she makes most fearful counterfeit 
coinage of the current language of this land. 
Adieu, my dear friend. 

Ever yours, &c. 

P. S. If nothing happens to prevent me, \ 
mean to set out from hence on the 27th, spend a 
few days at Canterbury and Tunstal, and 1 hope 
to be in Ctarges>Etreet on the 3d of Juiuary, 



LETTER CXIV. 

Tunstal, Mfff 26, 176$. 

A raovsJLSD thanks to yon, my dear 

friend, for not disappointing my expectations of 

ftlet-5 
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a.Itftfr. I hope I.may certainly conclude, from 
what fou say, that you are really better than 
woree, but it must be a much more decided 
amendment, that can set my heart at rest. 1 am 
glad you have given up the Northumberlaod 
scheme ; I could not bear to have you ill eo &r 
out of. my reach ; most uncomfortable did I feel 
at leaving Ixindon, and I can find very little en- 
joyment of any thing I meet vrith in the country, 
till this weight is removed from my mind. 

I bad the happmess of finding the dear Pen- 
ningtpDs' all well, thank God ; and I made your 
godson very happy and importaDt by your five 
.guineas. I know not whether I have said too 
much about him, but I only do as you desired, 
. and if you are tired, may throw it away like an 
gidle book, if it does not amuse yon. 
, I suppose Mrs. Vesey began her journey yes- 
terday ; poor soul, I grieve (as her, at being 
obliged to set out for so long an absence without 
seeing you ; but such are the contretems of this 
." worky-day" world. The Pitt family is at 
Malvern, Mr. and Mrs. Dunbar went to them on 
Wednesday, and proposed to stay a day or two 
with them. I feel a comfort in thinking that 
before this, their first sad meeting is over. I 
hope soon to have some account of them all. 
"NVhat must poor Mrs. Pitt's extreme tenderness 
. ' c3 aiA 
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and weak health have sufiered from such -a trial- 1 
She attended the s^Teet boy to the last. Such 
struggles are too powerful for mere ■human 
strength to support, but, God be thanked, otir 
friend has secured a more effectual aid. 

I believe several people have guessed the real 
author of the Essay, to be Mrs. Vesey j but no- 
body ever named it to nw> but Mrs. Dunbar*; I 
4id not own it, nor could I tell so egregious a 
lie, as to deny it, and indeed she was too positive 
to give rae an opportunity ; unless I had been a 
TOOce hardened -sinnn' than 1 hope I ever shall 
'he. However, with her the secret is perfectly 
safe; but do not imagine it can possibly be coa- 
xealed. I certainly xejoice, upon every account, 
'in the justice which tlie world does to this line 
piece of criticism, and very particularly as an 
established character will give an additional 
■wei^tto whatever yon produce on a more se- 
■rious and important subject. There is no doubt 
great merit in every work that helps to -polish the 
'tinderstanding, and give an innocent and im- 
■proving amusement to the imagination; but it 

* This is not TCry clearly e^presiCl^ ; but the neaiiing is, 
nliat only Mis, Dunbar iu direct terms exprewod to Mm. 
Carter Iilt decided opinion that the Essay was written by 
Mrs. Moiitagu, thiiugU several ha<l guessed that Mrs. Vejey 
«as the author. 

*■ ' 2 woiiia 
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would give me infinite joy, to see soch talents aa. 
yoar'a more immediately consecrated to the honor 
and service (^ Him from whom you received . 
fliem. God i^nt you long health and life, to 
derive every possible advantage which they are 
capable of bestowing on yourself in this worid ! 
And, if properly employed, an eternity of glory 
HI lliat to come. 

I am sure yoa will be so kindly attentive to my. 
solicitude aboot your health, ^s to let me hear 
ofixn from yon ; however short the letters may 
be, if tliey tdl me that you are getting well, 
they will be a cordial to the heart of your truly 
itfifecfioDBte, 



MITTER CXV. 

D«al, June 1?, 1769, 

I AM much obliged to yon, my deaj^ 
firietid, for your kind letter, tboogh it grieved m« 
to think (^ it as fin appendix to so much fatigue. 
Indeed I greatly fear that if you do not moderate 
the task of writing, especially now that your 
health has been so much shaken, you will briag 
back your fever a^io. I hope the wearier will 
soon 
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80on admit of your going to Sunning HiD, for T 
have much dependence on the waters for restor- 
ing your strength. I should think myself very 
happy in that share of your ' contemplations and 
rocial hours to which you so kindly invite me ; 
but it really is not in my power to quit my post, 
so soon after 1 am returned to it. 

Mr. Harris, I believe, being more of a phi- 
losopher than a poet, it is no great wonder that 
he objects to your not paying more profound re- 
verence to the rules of Aristotle; and I being 
rather more of a poet than a philosopher, do ex- 
ceedingly approve your paying no, more^tten- 
tion to them than they deserve : Aristotle is, no 
doubt, very respectable from an amazing depth 
and precision of understanding; but it was un- 
enlivened by a single ray of poetic genius, and 
utterly destitute of the colouring' of imagination. 
Indeed, he seems to have been such a mere 
scientific being, as to discover very little symp- 
tom of any affections of the heart ; and if, ac- 
cording to Mr. Locke's question, one could sup- 
pose, that to an iron poker could be superadded 
a faculty of thinking, that iron poker would be 
neither more nor less than an Aristotle. I am 
undone if you ever repeat this 6ippancy before 
any devotee of the Stagyrite. One would be 
tempted' bowever-to think, that,- in some degree, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Harris was not absolotely of a different Opir 
riMa, from that turn whish be gives to one pso- 
«age in Aristotle's poetics, by which he repre- 
Mnts him as declaring, tliat the end of tragedy 
is to eradicate the paBsions of terror and pity. 
I have often desired yon to look upon Ibis pas- 
sage. Mr. Harris is so accnrate a jadge, both 
ff! the Greek language, and the Greek [Ailoso- 
phy, that it ought to be with the atmost diffi- 
dence ^at I dissent from him ; yet I cannot help 
suspecting, that bis Stoical prejudices warped 
his judgment, and gave a twist to the* meaning 
of the author in this place. Do pray consider it, 
and give me your opinion. It is in the 86th page 
c^ the first volanie *. 

1 am very sorry for the terrible stroke to Mr. 
Burke's fortune. Indeed one has long had reasMi 
to be sorry, when he quitted the elegant and 
amiable studies in which he was so well qualified 
to shine, and the tranquil plaasares of select 
society, for the turbulent schemes of ambition, 
and the tricks of political life f . What do you 
town 

• •* Three Treatise*," 2d edition. 

t Mn. Carter's opinion, then, coDcemiog ihis celebrated 

statesman, and man of tetters, appears to hive been exactly 

UDiilar tn that or another eminwit fetnaic- wriicr, wba is still 

living an ornament and « blttuns to ber coaatiy, wbos« 

wkola 
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heat In town of fite presenf stftte of affairs ! ' TB0 
spirit of discontent Becms diffused through (tta 
netion, and it is terrible to tbinb on what maj be 
the consequence. Heaven direct the K— — to 
repair the miichiefs that have ariaen from the ill 
conduct, or the ignorance of bis ministers, Md 
to disappoint the macbtnations of laction. 

I had a letter from onr dear Sylpb last nighty 
dated on the 8th from Lucan ; she seemed to bo • 
vreHj and had an extreraety fine passage. Bu4 
the vnadt which favoured her so much on Ihtt 
sea, garc her great pertarbatioo' on drj knd, b^ 
changing, and thereby preventing the arrival ef 
the pacquets, which she hoped would coRrey her 
some news of her friends ia Engknd. By this 
time, probacy, she may have received a tetter- 

wbole lime from iicr youtb has been employed in llie endea* 
vuur to dogood. 

" Here once Hortensius lov'd to sit 

Apostate now from social wit ; 

All I why in wrangling genuies waste ' - 

The noblest parts, the happiest taslef 

Why democratic thunders \*ield, 

And <|uit the Muses calmer field ; 

Taste thou the genlli-r joys ihcy give; 

■\Vilh Horace', and with Lejiust live." 

Mrs, Hankah MoRE'a " Bas Bleu." 
* Horace, U'alpotr, aftenyards Earl of OrforJ. 
+ Mr. afterwards Sir William Waller Pepyt. 

from 
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ttoa mc wfaicbniU make her bappy in an ac- 
couD( of tbe removal of your fever. 

My spirals are low sad flottenog by tiie death 
of i^ floor aant to-day. She had been long;, 
in' a weak. and nncertain state; but the last 
strobe wu^ very sudden, and> I thank God, at 
vasy as possible, withooC a pain or a struggte.. 
It ought to be considered os & merc^l release 
Isefore her Ii£e vras grown totally uncomfortably 
Si it OHMt |»robably would have been, if she had 
contintied much longer, from iMing her si^t, ot 
wUcb tibcre was great danger. Her having ]eH 
Aas housa, while I vras in London, fo>in the in* 
convoBent situation of the. rooms, has been a 
fontnoate circumstance, at it has placed all the 
sad ceremonies of the last melancholy scene at. a 
distance. I was afraid Mn. Douglas wonid be 
greatly hurried by this event, as her nerves and 
^pn-its have been in a miserable state ever since 
she lay in. But Mr. D. has just called on me^ 
' and says she is better than he expected. She is 
now beginniog to take the bark, which I hope 
will be of great service to her ; and as soon as 
she is able to get out, she must change the 
air. 

I had a letter this week from Mrs. Howe, who 
mentions the general applause given to the EUsay 
by all whom she has heard name it ; and adds, 

that 
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Ikat nobody whom she has nief vnth g^tenec at 
the author. How can the people he so doll. 

1 am g'lad you found bo much reason to be- 
pleased with your niece, and hope ehe will aTaiV 
herself of her natural advantages, which, I agree 
wUh you, are the best calculated for happiness ; 
though not so well ad^ted to a &lictrt trinmfih, as 
if they ^yeIe more itriking. I can tell nothing 
of your godson at present, but Itope to receive a 
good account of tbem all soon, as Mr. and Mnk. 
Peimington were to return to Tunstal to-day. 
Only James went with them into Berkshire ; and 
Thomas and Mwitagn were left to the caceof «i 
cxcelleat good neighbour, who will be repaid as. 
far as an infinite deal of conversation can go to- 
wards her amusement. 

Adieu, ray dear friend. I des^ned to hsve 
cent my letter, by this day's peel, but was pre^ 
vented, so it must wait till to-morrow. I am 
ever. 

Most &ith(uUy. &c. 
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LETTER CXVI. 

Deal, Jury 22, 17^. 

EvGitr postj' since I concluded yaa t^ 
turned to London, I have expected with gnet 
impatience^ my dearest friend, to receive an ac- 
count of your being arrived there ; and the con< 
stant dtsappointmeDt of my hopes has rendered 
nie extremely uneasy, from the apprehensloa of 
your not being well, which is the more alarming 
from your having told me that the town is so 
unhealthy. A letter from Mrs. Pennington on 
Tuesday, informed me yon set out a day later on 
your Journey than you had mentioned to me, 
vrhich I am glad I did not know sooner, as I 
comforted myeelf extremely, during the storm on 
Sunday, with the thought that your joutney had 
ended the day before. I had a solitary contem* 
plation of the whole progress of it, as I had sent 
my maids to Chinch, which I knew would be too 
hot and crowded in the afternoon for my head. 
i saw it from my window descending the hill, and 
spreading daritness and disorder all round it, tiU 
the whole laudscape was lost in confusion. In a 
a short 
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thoTt time it reached this spot, and the impetuous 
fary of the wind raised the dust in such a manner 
&s if the earth was tearii^ up hv the roots. It 
Ihondered and lightened at the same time, but 
that was nothing compared to the whirlwind. 
The whcJe of it did not last above five or six 
KrinMtes, I believe, including the violent rain in 
tr%dch il ended ; zaA, as its duration was so ^ort, 
H is prohaUe the tempest might b« local, and I 
hope did not re&ch you. 

1 have * tltoosand thanks to retarn yon fiw 
ymt kind visit to us liere, theagh it mortifies me> 
&mt the shortness of yonr stay vronid not idlovr 
»re to- render it more amusing to yon, vrfiich ] 
lira suit it wonld have if yo« cosld have seen th* 
emrirom of this place. 1 felt an inc^ipressible 
l^frasure in the sight of yoa, which removed that 
liocomfbrtable feeling wliich had hftrassed liiy 
Blind at leaving London wrthoat seeing you. I 
^ar, indeed, the weaknesa and confusion of toy 
po<»r "wretched head, might have made me omit 
Something or other for yoor accommodation ; 
bat you' too well know the disposition' of my 
lieaxt not' to excuse it. 1 went to my piHow ai, 
soon as you left ua, and could not hold up froift 
inaorning till night the two following days, and, 
indeed^ have setdom been good f« anything ere* 
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«inoe, so 4liflt I «9n mftke noting of my soDtttie 
And leisure, bat a mer-e repose. 

The Penningtons' exprest tbem8elv«s much 
obliged to you for so kindly giving them an op< 
portunity of waiting on you, and I heartily thank 
you fpr it Montagu deafened his lather aad 
mother all the way home in the vehemence of his 
eulegiums on you ; and the next morning waked 
hia brothers, by declaring " nobody is like bee, 
•' nobody is like her." What an early discern- 
meat the monkey has. Alas, my heart sinks 
within ine while I am writing this, from havtn|^ 
ijust xead an article in the papers relating to 
^w^'WilUam Boscawen. I would &in persuad* 
,my«^ to hope tliat news is so often false, that 
[poflsifaly jihit may not he true. If it is, iGod sap- 
port and comfort his poor mother Jinder such a 
stroke ! 

. Mrs. Priaipose unfl Mrs. Underdown are ex- 
))ectied home to^jnorrow, my father and Mrs. 
DoH^ap on to-mcjToir ee'nnight, or the b^hi- 
*iing of the week &fler. We are to have com* 
pany from Ijoadon about that ttsse ; but I be- 
lieve they .will qiake but a short stay ; and. as 
'S04»i as tbeyace gone, if It please God my &ther 
-is tplentbly weU, 1 am at your servi<£ to attend 
'jyou St Sunning tiill. But I can think oa do- 
: thing wxth pleasuce tHM hear from you. and mf 
heart 
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Wart is a( ease by the knowledge that it is not iS 
health which has prevented your vrriting. Adte4, 
-kijT dearest frlen^i 1 am ever, 

JMost faithfully, &c. 



LETTER CXVIT. 

Deal, Jttlj/ 16, ITSJT. ■ 

I HID •vtrit to yoo, my dear friend, Ofi 
the day before I received your first letter, hot, hy 
the second wtiicb I had the pleasure of receiving 
from yon la^ night, I believe, miqe had not then 
reached you, as it would have informed you, Qf 
the situation of my af^ira here, and that it will 
be scarce possible for me to set out next week. 
Mr. Douglas was at Woodcharch yesterday ; laad 
my father and Mrs. Douglas, I believe, do n«t 
return home till Wednesday. But what keeps 
me from being able to fix exactly on the time of 
nay journey, is tlie not having heard certainly 
when our company from London propose to 
come, or how long they wilt stay. The engagv- 
aient was outde before I left town ; and, ss titvf 
are relations of my aunt, wiUi whom vm live on 
lerj 
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very ftisnUy terms, I cannot posalbly leare Det! 
jafltes they come. lam the tnore.particuhu'ljr 
desirous of showing tbcm any civility m my 
power, as my uncle was very fond of thtm, and 
n-DuId, if he knew it, be pleased with a conti- 
aaance of ^od will between Uie families. He ii 
4ea(] ; but the obligations I bad to him ought 
always to preserve my regard and gratitude to 
liis memory alive. Nothing but this engagement 
should have prevented my setting out in a day 'or 
(wo after my fether's return, for, indeed, I am 
very impatient to get to yon. While I thought 
there was no probability of my coming to you to 
Sunning Hill, I never considered whether it 
vrouM be agreeable ta lae or not ; but now I 
shall 8^ «ut eon a/tiore, and with great pleasure 
anticipate the schemes which you «o kindly pro- 
pose our enjoying together. The wretched ^na- 
tion of my health will sometimes come acress the 
delightful hopes that I form in being with yoo, 
but I oerer sufier myself to dweD on It ; but am 
rather- willing to believe that the waters may do 
me good. My tltoughts are in perfect sympathy 
with youn, on the joy of our running wild toge- 
ther in Windsor For«st, and in traosporting our- 
selves back to the scenes of other limes, while We 
«re sauntering through the solemn apartments of 
the castle. 

It 
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It is a great comfigrt to me to hear that poor 
Mrs. Boscawen supports her heavy tnisfortane 
withAomucbrestgoation; maytheDudieaeof B* 
be enaUed to bear her's yiith the like comr* 
posure. 

Mrs. Primpooe and Mrs. Underdolm are r«- 
iumed to Deal ; and Mrs. U. bids me tell yo« 
ihat she thinks herself very unfortunate in not 
having got a sight of you while you were-ia 
Keut. Mr. Douglas goes to Canterbury tf>- 
morrow, and, as it is possible Mrs. Vernon and 
Miss Yardley stay be there, I hope, to get some 
iDteHigence when they propose to come to Deal^ 
and how leng they will stay. As soon as ever I 
can fiK on a time for my setting out, I wilt write 
to you immediately. I am much dbliged to yon 
for Ihe oBer of a bed in Hill-street, which I wiH 
gladly accept. I am glad little Matt, is to sta^ 
with his unc]e> as his praUle will be great anmse- 
juenttohim. Adien, my dearest friend, X biust 
^ dress myself for a visit to which I have no 
^inS of natural appetite, but as a mere devoir. 
Be so good to give my very affe<;lionate love to 
Mrs. Dunbar when you see her. I have not 
■keard from her this age. I am. 

Most faithfully, &c. 

• Probably "ihe Dochess tfi Beaufort, Mrs. BcscBweu j 
ijavgbteF. 
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LETTER CXVIH 

Hin-s(reet, Aug. 7, 1769. 

Herb I am, my dearest friend, regret- 
ting your absence, but comforting myself vrith 
<be hope of meeting you on Thursday. I re- 
,, <»iTed your letter on my airivai here, and have 
communicated your directions to Israel ; and in 
, oiider that I may be sure, so far as depends on 
; me, to meet you at Belfbnt, by tvro o'clock on 
Thursday, sh^l so calculate the matter with the 
driver, as for him to set me down there at one ; 
and he may disport himself, and -his horses, till 
Mrs. Scott has a demand upon them. While I 
indulge myself under some green tree in thinking 
«fyou, and Uie happinesB which awaits me, till 
you arrive. 

Aa X feared &e coming from Deal in one day 
might be more &tigue than either I or my head 
icould bear, I sat out yesterday early enough to 
get to Canterbury by nine o'cloct in the morning, 
so as neither to prereot myself nor my driver 
from going to church. I dined with my ^ood 
old friend Mra. Lynch ; aud afler evening piay- 
en, act out with an inteation of passing 4iw 
; VitJb. IL D Bight 
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night at Tunstal, but met dear Mrs. Pennington 
on the road going to Canterbury. She would 
have turned back with me, bat I would not allow 
it, but punned my journey to Rochester, though 
not without feeling a very strong pull at my 
heart, on passing the turning to Tunstal, with- 
out going to see my nephews : it seemed qui(< 
unnatural, and saddened my way to Rochester, 
where I did not arrive till it was quite dark. 
This morniog I arrived safely here before one, 
but I can Hot teU you how dreary every room 
looks without you. I intend to dine with Mr». 
Borgrave, and in the evening take a ni(% viaSk. 
I hope the difference of motion will g«t the 
whirl (tf the post-chaise out of my head, and set 
me soundly to sleep. 

Israel hear» the usual report of " as well ai 
ttta be eipe<^ed" to your enqairiea. He heard 
at Mrs. BoBcawen't that she was gone to the 
Duchess *. I was in hopes, that in her retired 
situation, the knowledge of this unhappy acci- 
dent might have been concealed, till the poor 
Duchess was out of danger. Yet perhaps this 
gad variety of misfortune may have its use, iu 
preventing her thoughts from totally fixing on 
one subject. 

' *, Of Boaufort, her daughter. 

I pnpote 
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I prc^KMe to set ont for Richmond to-morrow^ 
that 1 may get a sight of my dear Miss Talbot, 
from whom I have receired but very indifferent 
accounts. I shall return at night, in order for 
my city business on Wednesday. I should have 
had more time with my friends there, to have 
gtme, after my businesa in the city, and staid all 
n^ht, when thexhaise might have taken me up 
on Thunday morning, but ai Israd could give 
no Tery clear account of the situation of Ricb- 
wutd, with respect to Belfont, I tho*^bt it better 
for fear of making any blunden, and being be- 
yond die hour you have named, to proceed di- 
rectly firoiii town on Thursday. 
. Mrs. Howe is expected in town to-morrow, bo 
that I hope I shall get a sight of her : it caaiiet 
be more, for my tine is fa\^ disposed of. Adieu, 
my dearest frieud; my kind comi^iments to Mm. 
^coti, I am auee I seed not tell you how impa- 
tiently I long to get to you, nor the del^ht tbe 
thougbts of it gives me, being yours, &c. 
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LETTER CXIX. 

Ilin-strcet, OcloUr I, l76g. 

Hebe I am, my dear friend, so far ad- 
vanced on my joamey, and am happy to beai 
that you are prosperously arrived to the end of 
your'fl. 1 came from Richmond this morning, 
and left Miss Talbot, 1 hope, in a better way, 
than when I last saw her. She is, alas ! at best, 
in so helpless and suffering a state, as deeply 
affects me ; and yet I cannot but hope, she wtU 
struggle throng it, as she has no consumptiTe 
flyn^toma, and her incapacity of walking arises 
from the pain and debility in her limbs, not from 
weakness, belonging to her general constitution. 
She slecpB tolerably well, and takes as much nou- 
rishment as one conld wish, and though not with 
appetite, neither is it with aversion. Her eyes 
look clear and lively, and her hair, which came 
off last year after her illness so much, as to leave 
many bald places on her head, is now grown thick 
and strong, and has in a good degree recovered ' 
its colour, which I should hope was a very pro- 
mising sign. The chief thing which alarms me 
is het beiug so terribly fallen away. She rises 
about 



I 
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about ten o'clock^ and sita up till six, then lies 
down on a couch till towards eight, and gets a 
little nap, and after that sits up till ten. I men* 
tfon all these circumstanoes, as jfou bid me be 
very particular. The patience and cheerfulness 
with which she supports bo raaoy many months of 
pain and languor, and the divine composare of 
her mind, with regard to the event, is beyond 
description, and are the fullest proof of what 
Christian piety and hope can do for th<Me who 
truly believe and trnst, where trust is never dii- 
appointed Poor Mrs. Talbot's spirits rise and 
fall, with every variety of Miss Talbot's health ; 
yet notwithstanding the constant agitation of her 
mmd, she is, I thank God, perfectly well ; a bles- 
sing of the utmost consequence to ray poor friend, 
and most particulariy so in her present situation. 
After sinking my spirits, by dwelling on this 
affecting subject, I will endeavour to raise them, 
by reflecting on the happiness I enjoy by seeing 
you arrived, to the comfortable prospect of less 
precarious health, than a few weeks ago I could 
have allowed myself to hope. Let nie, my dear 
friend, most earnestly intreat you to guard against 
the temptation of returning spirits and activity, 
and not suffer them to hurry you into that close 
application to study or business, which, till your 
constitution is more perfectly strengthened, would 

too 



DiailizodbvGoOglf 



too protmbly undo all the good you have received 
fft Sunning-hill. It is certainly very difficult, to 
the vivacity of a mind like your'Sj ever to be at 
rest, while it feels itself in possession of the 
powers of action ; but pray consider that these 
powers are very dangerous edged tools, and are 
to be used with the utmost caution, in a constitu- 
tion like your's. Your submitting to the task of 
being idle (and to yon, I well know, a grievous 
task it is) before you are too much tired, to be 
incapable of exertion, might, now your health 
seems disposed to take a tavorable turn, perfectly 
establish it by another year. The straining it, ' 
before it is in some degree settled, may deprive 
you both of all power of application, and deaden 
every enjoyment for the remainder of your life. 
Nor can you shew a higher sense of your grati- 
tude to tiiat kind aind merciful Power, who has 
thus blessed you vrith renovated health, than by 
taking a proper care of it. I am certain this 
reason will operate on your mind, whether my 
entreaties do or not. 

I have a thousand thanks to make you for the 
happiness I enjoyed with you at Sunning. I 
know not how lasting its effects may be on my 
health, but I am secure of the happiness of having 
passed so many weeks in conversing with you, 
much to my advantage, pleasure, and supreme 
satis- 
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satisfactioD *. What would I have given in my 
solitary drive to Richmond, for a view of that 
half face with which I have so often quarrelled, 
when I thought myself entitled to the whole, and 
yet whether you chose to travel the same road or 
not, I certainly carried yon all the way with me. 

Se ben non veggur gli occhi cio che vetle 
Ogni ora il core — 

I had a thousand thanks to make you, and a 
thousand things to say to you, which I was 
obhged to leave unsaid. It was with the ubnost 
difficulty I prevailed on myself not to turn back 
again, before I got down stairs. And I wished 
to turn back again every step of the way I went, 
but I felt that my {mth laid straight forward, and 
that I inaet pursue it : my heart was divided be- 
tween the friend I bad left, and the dear sufferer 
I was going to see, and to whom -I hoped my pre- 
sence might bring some comfort: that thought 
reconciled me to eur separation, which thank 
God is not for long, I hope and trust. I have 
still got the nosegay you gave me at parting, and 

• lUe potens sui 

Lffitusque dcget, cui licet in diem 
Dixisae Tixi -. — ■ ■ — 



— ^^— Non tunen irriluia 
Quodcuntiuc relro est efficKt> 
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I contented myself with ktssing the nw» nni 

myrtles because they had belonged to yon, and 
by tbia pleasure Bolaced myself, to the great star- 
prize of Jobn^ who, I dare say, often wondered 
what charm the flowers possessed. Where are 
you now ? and what are you aboat i pray write 
soon, and let me itnow all about you, for I am 
very anxious. I hope you have not been the 
worse for the approach of this doleful weather. 
I think I never recollect any thing equal to the 
damp heat of the air last night. I several times 
put my head ont of doors, to observe it, as an 
extraordinary curiosity. It was, I believe, to the 
full, as hot as the steams from the fountain of 
Boarschet. Tuesday was a tolerable day, and 
Mrs. Talbot and I took an airing. ■ I could not 
help being struck by the difference of that coun- 
try, from what I had jpst left. In the environs ^ 
of Windsor, all was great, and solemn, and sub- 
lime ; the views from Richmond-hill are the very 
perfection pf the riant and the beautiful. The 
scenes of Windsor are admirably calculated, by ■ 
their grandeur, to sober the flutterings <tf the 
mind, when it is disposed to be too volatile and 
gay ; and the sweet smiling cheerful landscape 
of Richmond to cheer the spirits when they are 
clouded and depressed.. 

MoUy desites me to tell you, Mr. Stuart has 
been 
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been liertf t*o or three times' since you went away ; 
bot he ia at present felrly drivel away by the 
workmen, tuidshe, pborsoul, groans and lament! 
h^^lf most terribly at the ^irt they malce. I an 
glad to hear you got home in such good time. 
Captain Hood saw me set off, and would fain hare 
convinced me of the absurdity of not taking the 
shortest road. But I felt not the least inclinatioa 
to quit the turnpike, besides it seemed likely to 
raiiij and in crossing the ferry I might have ren- 
dered my only gown unfit for wearing. Now 
however suitably one might run wild in a slate 
of n^ore over Bagsbot-heath, such a proceeding 
might itttn been deemed indecorous by the civi- 
lized- and wdl-dressed gentry of such a populous 
town as Richmond. 

I saw Miss Pinch yesterday ; ^he looked in high 
heutty ; Lonl 'Wfcichelaea, to their great comfort, 
is quite well. Miss Kitty Camln-idge, poor thing, 
has got a nervous fever. I would have called on 
them, but was at^aid of doing too nitich, as my 
head was not ioclined to be vety good, and I was 
afiaid I should render myself incapable of being 
any littk aroiisembnt to Mrs. Talbot. I came to 
(own early to^dfty, blinking there nii^t be some 
commiisions from home for me to d6, but to my 
great comfort there are not any, for it has rained 
incessantly. I have not attempted to stir out. I 
hope 
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hope lo get to Tuostal txy-mono\r, to Me niy dear 
aster And the boys; and on S^ur^ay I bq)e to 
leaeh hone, where 1 expect to find a letter flrora 
j«m,'my dearest friend. 



LETTER CXX. 

Deal, Octobers, 1769. 

Your letter, which reached me soon 
afier nay arrival bere^ made me \&ry happy, my 
dearest friend, by so comfortable an account (^ 
your health. It was the best cordial that could 
be applied to cheer my spirits, v/hea I found my- 
self set down at such a distance frmn you, after 
having bean fw so many weeks accuatomed to 
the possibiJity of seeing you every hour. 

.Israd and Mary as usual took great care of me. 
He had a very bad cold, and I fear it cannot be 
meoded, as he had got wet through in the city 
that dismal day when I was in town. The sun 
shone gaily on my journey the next morning, 
and the lyeather was extremely pleasant bodi 
days. I got to Tunstal before dinner was over, 
and found them ail by dint of barit tolerably 
well, though Montagu's agae makes him look 
pale. 
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pa\t. He is inig;hty notetUe mth a woUrfa -wfaidi 
has been purchased itith your kind ppnent t» 
bim. I had the happiness, I thuik God^ of find- 
ing all my friends here very well. I never saw 
my fe^er look better, and Mrs. Douglas has in 
great degree loet her nervous complaints. 

I hope you will still persevere in the laudable 
practice of putting a vnilk between each letter 
which you find yourself obliged to write, by which 
I am persuaded yon will upon the whole lose no 
time, for it is too probable that uninteirupted 
application would bring back all your disorders, 
and render you incapable of any application ai 
all. 

I have not seen Mr. Q.'a apology. I am glad 
to find, for his own sake, that he does justice to 
the Essay. I perfectly agree with you that a 
modest apology ought to soften the asperity of 
the critics, and indeed if he liad made no such 
apolt^y, it seems to be an unnecessary and ill- 
natured task to scrutinize the defects of a piece 
which might be produced more &om the occasion 
than from any design of a display of talents in 
£he writer. The most exceptionable part of the 
Ode *, so &r as I recollect it, is that which pos^ 

* The Editor doci not know who Mr. G. was, nor is h« 
ffcquaiDted with the Ode \\eri alluded to; but he entirely 
'coincides in opinion with his venerable relation concerning 
the cxptcssioa to which she objecii. 

sibly 
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ribly the crkicc may not censure. " Tlie Glod 
of oor Idolatry" is a h(tfrid expression, and very 
nearly approaching; to blasphemy. I do riot bc- 
fiere Mr. G. meant it as such, perhmps he did not 
very dearly know what he meant, biit the playing 
with such expressions is a shocking abase of 
worcb. Perhaps Mr. G. might be able to quote 
loo many examples of the same kind of levity in 
too many other writers ; but no examples can 
Justify a wrong practice : and words of sacred 
import ought never to be applied but to the sub- 
ject to which they are strictly appropriated. If 
this was universally observed, they would never 
be uttered or received without an impression of 
that awe which would fix the strongest guard on 
the mind. 

When I was in town, I wrote to Mrs. Howe 
to beg she would Commission somebody to give 
nte An account of her, as I was going out of the 
reach of any other information. She has kindly 
answered my letter herself, and gives me the satis- 
faction of knowing that her healtli ba.«i not been 
injured, except from scmie degree of nervous 
complaints. She is ^ present in town, which I 
ftm sorry for, as she thinks the air of the conntry 
did her goorl But perhaps the being obliged to 
exert herself in business, may be a useful variety 
to her : she inquires kindly after your health, of 
ivbich I propose to inform her very sood. 

I have 
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I have bad a quiet Bolttary afternooiij whicli 
h»s indulged me in full leisure to attend .to tbs 
distance between us^ and to feet that I caanot 
DOW on one aide of a door aak bow you doj nor 
hear you on the other kindly invite me to coae 
Iq. However ooe mast submit to these separ»- 
lions, which are unavoidable in a vrorid -of ss 
Eoauy interfering engagements; and when oop 
ca» look backvvard with tenderness and pleasure, 
and forward with reasonable hope, the ioterms- 
diate time ought to be passed in cheerful coa- 
ff^mity to the general condition of all mortal i^- 
joyraents. . 

I am so apprehensive of the pernicious «&eti 
of writing on your health, that 1 most eacueitly 
intre%t youjiever to aend me a long tetter. Jf 
you can ^utj^t me know you are well, and jswqe- 
times think on me, it will be the most imp(»1aiit 
intelligence yen can convey. I haye notbamd 
from Mi^ T. ^ince I wrotte to you last. Adieu, - 
jmj dear irj^end. . 1 am ever, 

■.Mopt fkithfuUy, &c. , 
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LETTER CXXl 

DeB.],Octoierl2, 1769. 

A THOUSAND thanks, to you my dearest 
fiiend, for maling me happy by such a delightful 
account of your health, and of the method which 
yon take to continue it Though T have all ima- 
ginable partiality for the pretty, little, innocent 
amusements which you propose, I am rather 
scandalized that, when you were thinkiug orer 
so many harmless divertisemeuts, you did not 
wish for me, who, I think, could answer all 
manner of quiet pastimes, and entertain you with 
inch pretty kind of taHt, as would be in no case 
racfa an exercise of your understanding, as could 
at all injure your health. 

I had a note last night from Mtss T&Ibot, to UAI 
me that she thinks sbe is mending, though, I 
fear, by almost imperceptible degrees ; but I am 
thanked for any alteration for the better. She 
mentions your kind present to her, and longs to 
thank you, but seemed fearful she could not 
write, which is painfnl to her, and, I believe, 
wished me to make her excuses to you, 

I am sure you will ^ieve to hear of the dan* 

gerous state of Lord WincbelMa^s healthy poor 

Lady 
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Lady Charlotte Finch's virtaes have had many a 
severe trial to encounter ; bat, I trusty ihe wM 
always find a support proportioned to them. 
When I was at Richmond Miss Finch told me 
her brother was pretty well, except some kind of 
bnguor. Since that time bis illneaa has proceeded 
wHh saeh astonishing rapidity, that his friends are 
under the most mdancholy apprehensions. The 
symptoms are very alamiiDg; and the femily 
constitution renders them more so. I believa 
t\M young man discovered every disposition that 
could g^ad the heart of sndb a parent as tmdy 
Charlotte, and his loss, if it pleases God to re- 
triove him, will be attended by every aggravating 
circumstance, th^ great advantages of extemaC 
sitoation can give it. I bad, on Saturday night, 
a ^lort, but very yTecUng letter from Miss Finch, 
to tell me they were to set out for Nice the next 
day. Her own s^iction, on the account of the 
dangev of a brother irhom she most tenderijr 
loves,' seems to yield to the solicitude she is 
snder for Ijady Charlotte. They are both moat 
deeply distrest; but both, I find, express the 
mMt perfect resignation to the Divme Will. 

To ^y gives one some prospect of a-cbange cJ 

this direful weather which has continued ever 

ainoe I came home. I have but tiriee been able 

totiUte a ihort walk ; but as soon as the ways 

9 are 
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are pBaaable^ I dtaiga to travel over hill and ila|«, 
as far as my feet can cany me. I have feared 
that this mi^rable damp would render Sandleford 
dangerous to you ; but am rejoiced to find yoa 
can treat a cold de kaut en bas. 

Mr. Penn is greatly mended since we saw Miu 
Fenn and Miss Treame. He swallows soltdt 
very weU, uses great exercise without fatigve, 
feels more refreshed by sleep, and walks neaiiy 
as well as ever ; so, I think, there is reason to 
bope, that the blessing of this good man's life 
may be still continued to his family. 

Fly as far as you will, niy dear friend, into 
the regions of imagination, and I will engage to 
meet you half way. I perfectly subscribe to yoor 
scheme, and will very readily leave all comqiftn 
topics, and all common sense, to the dull mort^ 
who are plodding below^ as mere useless inctfm- 
brances in our etbeiial excursions; there i^ po 
manner of danger but we shall easily reoM^er 
them, when we drop again into this tbick at- 
mosphere, and return, ae return we must, to the 
ordinary transactions of vulgar terrestrial life. 
We migbt have been most nobly sublime, and in- 
eomprehensible to alt but each other, if yon 
would have flown tome this afternoon,, andshared 
my solitary tea ; and, after your ip^natiop by 
the influence of this ethereal nectar, bad taken a 
Boffieient 
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lafilcient excursion, you Might bare returned 
iHick to Sandteford, and reposed it by soberly 
reasonir^ over your mutton broth. To mere 
Ttason, indeed, it is very necessary that, after 
all our flig'btSj we should descend^ not only as it 
is a g;ood useAiI drudge in the boainess of commoa 
life, but a remedy against our pride. Reaaon 
' terres to demonstrate the present narrow state of 
the human mind, while imagination elevates U9 
1^ a confused discovery of its future greatness. 

I am in some pain about the eiect which yoa 
may feel from this severely cold wind; but, I 
kope^ however, yon cannot find it by many de- 
grees so cold a« We do on this unsheltered coast, 
for my own part I am in perfect charity with all 
weather that is neither damp nor frosty ; oot- 
witbstandmg that this violent, howling wind baa 
fHgbted away all the autumnal beauties from my 
walks, and is so outregeouB that I can malie buG 
short excursions. • 

I wish the Duchess of B. could have seen yon 
before she set out, as I &ncy it must have been 
some comfort to her. I agree with you in 
heartily pitying her situation, and friendless state. 
Those, who are strongly marked by exferrial 
advantages, ^ould he early taught that they 
cannot always subsist on mere representation ; 
and that diere are many occmotn, in which the 

Toi.. 11. E posses- 
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possessors of riches, learning, or grealness, will 
be far from finding tlie consolations whicli they 
most need, in a reflection that they are rich, or 
learned, or great. The various accidents of hfe 
must often rob ^e mind of all its resources in 
artificial distinctions, and strip it to the natural 
feelings of unsophisticated hHmanlty. In this 
foriom and helpless state, which so mach needs 
the consoling tenderness of personal attachment, 
the offices of friendship will be ill supplied to 
those unhappy sufferers, trhose misguided aim has 
been rather to exact admiration and homage^ 
than to conciliate love ; and they will be obl^ed 
to content themselves with the cold tribute of 
general compassion, instead o£ finding their suf- 
ferings soothed and alleviated by the affectionate 
participation of an appropriated heart *. 

I have read only a lew of Mr. Shenstone's let' 
ters, and they rendered me melancholy, from 
nearly the same impressitms as they made on you. 
Poor man he was in a lamentable situation, if hia 
social affections were confined merely to his 

* Tbis whole sentiment teems exyresscJ with singular and 
curious felicity of language. And many of this distingui.shed 
class of society, have probably " cluMd their loiin gluries 
" with a sigh," from the canscs here so ably unfolded, «iih- 
out knowing preciaily to what their vexation and disappoint' 
mcDt were to be attributed, 

brother 
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brother authore, as such connections formed on 
sameness of profession, are to be considered 
rather as leagues, than as friendships ; and 
people may be strongly united in a common 
cause, while they feel very little kindness or com- 
fort as individuals. 

Notwithstanding your reproaches and suspi- 
cions, I shall really honor you as an author, as 
I honor you as the owner of a coal inine, if, as 
you make use of the opportunities which the one 
affords you, of assisting the wants of the little 
world, you employ aU the additional weight and 
illustricity which your example will acquire from 
the other, in assisting the wants of the great 
world. Wealth, genius, and reputation, are all 
equally transformable into \irtue, and, by this 
process, the volatile advantage of glory and 
honor is fixed by the stamp of immortality *. 

Adieu, mj dearest friend, I am. 

Most faithfully, &c. 

P. S. Do you know any thing of our grace* 
less Sylph. 
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LETTER CXXIL 

Seal, JV«jOBA«r 1, irftT- 

Though I am very little capable, my 
4ear friend, of banking you as I ought for your 
letter, yet 1 cannot help vrriting, as you wilF he: 
kindly solicitous about me, if you happen tot 
have heard that my dear Miss T^bot is pa«t alt- 
hope of recovery. In the last letter which I had 
front herself about a fortnight since, she told me 
she was mending, and had, since I left Riclw 
Bond, been thrice carried down stairs, and waS' 
getting again into the ^eat room. I heard no- 
thing from that time till last nig^t, when I re- 
ceived a letter from Dr. Berkley * with the s&A 
news, that she had been confined to her bed ever 
since last Thursday, and that the physicians g^ve 

* Son ta the Biebop of. Cloyoet m diBtincuished hj Pope, 
who attributed to him " every virtue under hekven." Dr.- 
Serkicy was a Prebend of Canterbury;, an amiable mBn^ 
simple, virtuous, and primitive. lie onee dined at tli« 
bouse of a getUlemati in East Kent, witli k welt knowa 
eccentric Biiihup of the sister Island. The Bisbop drank a 
bottle of Madeira with his dinner, and " snore like a gei^ 
*' tieman," the Prebend talked divinity, tuiO drank aothing 
but water.. 

not 



j,=,i,z<,d.vGoo^If 



■oit the least hope that she ceuld lire abore a day 
or two longer ; so that, by the next post, I am in 
the most painfal expectation of hearing tlfat all 
hope is absoktely over. To herself this event 
'vriU be a blessed change from a state of long and 
constant suffering t^ that distingaisbed degree of 
happiness which her ancommon goodness has in- 
i&]Ubly secared * ; but to the friends whe were 
intiioatfly acijuainted with her virtaeSj the loss 
will be inconceivably great. Amidst all that I 
feel for myself on the removal of such a friend, I 
feel still more from what I suffer in thinking on 
jthe situation of Mrs. Talbot. Dr. Berkley tells 
me she is more composed than could be expected, 
and J trust she will be supported with a strength 
proportionable lo this heavy triaK The Dr. and 
Mn. Berkley, Mr. Talbot, and Mr. Ford are 
svith her at Ricbmood. Most people when they 
arrive at Mrs. Talbot's age have their sensibi- 
lities extren»ely weakened; but her's, alas, are 
remarkably lively, and she will 1 fear feel this 
most calamitous affliction in its fullest extent. 

* This M spoken in iangua^ rather stronger than Mrs. 
Gaiter's humility generally allowed her to s|>eftk, with rc> 
. faieiiCB to » claim to future hapjiinesa. But her mind was 
intent npon her friend, whose worth and innocence she knew, 
and, aft ihe felt no doubt upon the subject, she expreued 
jione. 

• Though 
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Though the fear " of patsing for a hypocrite 
may sometimes be a reason for the suppression 
of many pions thoughts" in a mixed company, it 
can scarcely, one would think, operate upon an 
intimate correspondence with particular friends; 
andj where reli^n is the leading principle of 
the mind, one knows not how to account for a 
total silence on a subject in which there is so 
strong and mutual an interest ; at least, I am 
sure, there is no friendship worth cultivating 
where there is not the common tie *. 

I am obliged to you for Mr. Wodebouse's 
verses. They are pretty ; but do not please me 
•o well, 80 far as I recollect, as the others which 
he made on the same subject ; but very possibly 
my judgment may not be right. 

I am heartily glad you have writ to poor Mrs. 
Boscawen, which I hope will be a comfort to her 
now, however inattentive the first shock of her 
grief might have rendered her to the sympathy 
of her friends. 

1 am extremely obliged to you, my dear friend^ 

• Probably (bis was in reply to Bome obtervftltoii of Mrs, 
MonlHgu, which doe6 not appear. Mrs. Carter often ex- 
hprebsed her opinion upon this important subject in (he same 
manner; and, indeed, they vi/ia violk m the keutt ef God at 
Jriends, must, of course,' frequently speak of the Hings pw- 
tainmg i9 tht Urigdom i^GoJ. 

for 
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4cir your kind and particular intelligence. It is a 
very great comfort to me, to hear that my dear 
Mils Tafbot is at present in a state of tolerable 
*a9e. For this 1 am heartily thankful, and to 
Almighty God I resign myself for the rest, with- 
out suffering my mind to wander beyond the 
present fovorable appearance ; at least, I will 
strive to put all the check on it in my power, 
and, by that means, the weight on my spirits 
will be greatly lightened by this temporary relief, 
ifj alas 1 it should prove no more. 

1 grieve to hear of poor Mrs. Boscawen's me- 
lancholy state «f mind ; yet, I hope, it is not ir- 
recoverable. She must have many and strong 
attachments to the children which are left her, 
which in time will operate sufficiently to ivith- 
draw her from a con'stant attention to what she 
has I<«t, and may procure her much comfort and 
cheerfulness, though the vivid spirit of joy may 
be flowa afler such a sliock. I think Miss Bos- 
cawen's present situation must be very pitiable. 
It was very kind in you to procure her the amuse- 
ment of so pretty a spectacle. My brother and 
sister saw it when they were in town, and wereex- 
tremely charmed with it. It must be cOnfest that 
your curiosity to see it must have been a very na- 
tural temptation ; so, on tliis subject, I forbear 
chiding. But remember, and it ehall not be ray 
fault 
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fault if you forget it, that yov promised me, u 
all the hamadryads of Windsor Forest cau wit-< 
ness^ that you would guard against all heats. 
crowds, &c. and^ in Bplte of all the vaaities of 
loiidon, make a principal object of your hedth. 

The PenuingtonB' left us on Friday, but their 
eldest boy stays behind, as my father has under- 
taken to teach him arithmetic ; the care of his 
latin is devolved upon me. He is very quick ; 
and, if bis genius had not been restrained^ poor 
child, by such a series of miserable ill health, be 
would have been, I believe, a very remariiable 
scholar ; under all his disadvantages be cooslxues 
Virgil very prettily *. 

I Uiink, considering your reluctance to get up 
for the comet, yon are scarcely worthy to bear of 
any celestial ph^aomeaon, if I bad not a need 
to tell it : I this morning saw a most extraordi- 
nary rainbow, as it was only a single colour. 
The sun was scarcely got above the sea ; his orb 
was not visible, but concealed by a strong golden 
clpudj which formed a very perfect arch in the 

* He died, as has been meniiuned in a former note, at 
t&e age of twenty-one ; haviog passed through the University 
with a character remarkably geoit, butfa for moraN and 
learning. Witb healiti so uBUiiuill)' delicate, it wet always 
•ut^iking bow ^ covtd fiu) titber ugm or iudinatioD t«r 
ituJy. 

west. 
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weal> 't^ a pf^ orange colour, cstremely distinct 
Tbe appearance waa voj alognlar. «n<l I thouglit 
tayndf in tngb lock to get a tight of it, for it did 
not iast aitove two cr three mmutes, and vanished 
as soon aa the suo bad shaken off tbe clouds, and 
shone out in fuU splendor. 

It was not ffom Mrs. Berkley but from Mrs. 
J^firey's tbat I received an acconnt of Mis 
Talbot, and she sju^e with the utmost astonish- 
tnent of ber amendment in every respect, since 
she left Richnond. 

-I be^myaffeclionate compliments to Mrs. Scott. 
Adieu, tny dean»t frienil. 

Eva youis, &C. 



LETTER CXXm. 

Iieai,Dteemba-l,i7€9- 

I AM greatly obl^;etl to yon, my dear 
friend, for the comfortable account of Mas Tal- 
bot, which you were so good to send me, which 
is a very great relief to my mind, thougti I have 
been so strongly guarded against relyuig upoa 
&vorable.syaipto(BBi tfiBt 1 daie not indu^aJl 
tbe hope which they would otherwise |^ve me. 

Yoa 
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You have never told me what was your ptxnr 
IHde nephew's illness ; however^ I am very g^, 
whatever it might be, that he is so much better. 
My nephew goes on very well, and, 1 thank God, 
has at present no appearance of hin sad painful 
disorders, nor any return of his agne. If the 
poor child's health gains any advantage from his 
being here, I shall very gladly go through the 
trouble and confinement, to which my attention 
ia his learning obUges me, aa I am unwilling be 
should lose any thing in this respect after so many 
•interruptions, as have unavoidably checked his 
pn^ess from his miserable health. 

I -have not heard from any of the fiimily that 
Mr. Dunbar has parted from Fern Hill, thcwgh 
it may very probably be true as he seemed very 
wavering in his schemes about it. I shall be very 
sorry i( it is so, tliat it has slipt through the fin- 
gers which I should have wished to ky hold on it. 
, I am not ab6(^utely of your opinion, that the 
preference given to the men in the instances you 
mention is a disgrace to us^ as I rather think it a 
■ disgrace to them to condescend to such occupa- 
tions as render that strength tmd activity in which 
they have indisputably the advantage, utterly use- 
less. But indeed this misapplication of employ- 
ment has very serious ill effects on society. If 
the strength which lies dormant at the trifling 
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«cctipationB of the thimble and the loom was 
exerted to subdue the stubborn soil, our countrj 
would not be disrated by such tracts of uncul- 
tivated land, and the poor women might be 
rescued from want and absolute idlenees b^ find- 
ing employment proportioned to their strength. ' 
Besides all combinations are of mischievous ten- 
dency, and the great numbers of idle men whom 
sedentary manufactures collect into towns, are 
perpetually disturbing the public peace by riots 
and insurrections. No such evil would arise from 
the natural successors of Minerva, who content 
themselves to evaporate their ill humours, merely 
by an exertion of their eloquence. 
■ I have too good an opinion of my friend Mr. 
C. Fielding's taste, not to be fully persuaded that 
he would think himself exceedingly obliged to 
any one that could make good the assertion and 
affirmatioD which you mention. But, indeed, 
however strongly you may have heard his marry- 
ing Miss P. asserted and affirmed by others, I 
believe he has no such hopes himself*. I am 
sorry for the report, which may have awkward 
and unpleasant consequences : but as she will be 

* The marriage however took place, a! it i> obviaus that 

- the passage alludea to the late Captain Fielding, of the 

loyal navy, and Miss Finch, eldest daughter of the late' 

Ixiy Chailotte I'iuch, ud usCer to tbu Eail of >ViDcheIsoa. 

Ions 
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loBg idnent, it will proiwbly be raspeadedj and 
by the time she retanis may be foi^got ; when- 
ever she does raariyj she will be very bappy I 
believe, if the raeels with a man of e^oal merit 
to her own. 

Z will certaii^ly look over the Essay * before I 
come to town, though I bavt been too ill and too 
dispirited to apply to any tbing for some weeks 
past, and I scarcely ever reccdiect my leading so 
absolutely idle a life. I believe I told yon bow 
much the Douglas's were charmed with it ; thej 
kept it such an unmerciful time, that I could not 
get it oat of their bauds for Mrs. Pennington to 
finish it before she left DeaL She was greatly 
pleased with what she read of it ; and has sent 
me a thorough chiding, from having heard since 
she went, the name of the aathor; and holds it 
very monstrous and unsisterly, that when I beard 
her so strongly commend it, I would not give her 
the pleasure of hearing by whom it was wiitten. 
Indeed it seems to me to he downright affectation 
to conceal it any longer, thoi^h I have not yet 

* On Sh^cspear, by Mn, Montagu. This, u wdl as 
•everal other passage* in tiiMc lettera in wbtdi it is tnen- 
tioned, must convince every unpr^udiced mini), that Mrt. 
Carter had no claim irhatcvcr to the merit of that celebrated 
' vork. She wai, indeud, always vexed whenever it wai at* 
trittuted to her, and dented it in the stioagast lems. 

iren- 
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renlHred to own it, tliong;h I have not denied ft. 
Ik gives me greet pleasure that it was at first a 
secret, as it helped you to thst unprejndiced ap- 
plause of the work, which it might have been 
difficult to separate from a regard to the aathor. 
Bat DOW I think one may lawfully speak out. 

Adien, my dear friend, evei yours, &c. 



LETTER CXXIV, 

Deal, Deamber 1$, 17S9. 

. It seem* to me a long time, my dear 
friend, since I heard from you. I do not find 
there is any reason from the family to think Mr. 
Dunbar deiigns to quit P. House. However, a* 
liuman resolntions are aften uncertain things, it 
is not impossible that he may. But as there doe» 
not seem any such design jnst now, you will have 
time to take what measures you jndge proper to 
Mcure a clmBce, if it ever should happen. Poor 
man, I hear he is alarmed about his son who i» 
not well. 

Lady Charlotte Finch's family is settled in an 
agreeable house at Nice, and they have the com- 
fbrt of seeing Lord Winchelsea's health everf 

dajr 
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dmy improving. Misi Finch has wen origin^ 
pictures of all the Sevigne family^ of which Bhe 
sends me some anecdotes. 

I have just seen Dooglas, viho teUs me he had 
a letter last niglit from his brother, and that yon 
have effected more in the short tima he was with 
you than be himself had been able to da with all 
his arguments, and have rendered him quiet and 
easy under his disappointments. I am heartily 
glad to hear this, for Mr. Douglas was exces- 
sively uneasy at his project of going to the 
Grenades, which he was persodded would very 
shortly kill him. He is expected home to-mor- 
row or next day, and I hope to receive a full 
account of you from him. 

1 am much obliged to you for your account of 
onr friends. I hope now. soon to join the society. 
I propose to spend "tWo or three days with Mrs. 
Pennington in my way, and to be in town at 
fiuthest by new year's day, if not rather sooner^ 
to take possession of my spacious palace at Mrs. 
Norman's. It is a comfort to me not to leave my 
' father till after the beginning of days, which do 
not bring on winter, but spring ; a circumstance 
nhicb to people who pass the whole year in the 
country, is a very considerable object of cheer- 
fulness. The winter has hitherto, for the most 
part, been very calm and sober; but to-day it is 
great 
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great and BDbliine. I sit now listening to the 
awful concert of bowling winds and dasliing 
waves, with some regret that my head will not 
sofier me to walk abroad and enjoy it still more 
coB^lelely. 

I have been wishing for you this morning to 
" chase the ebbing Neptune," as I have been 
wanderiag along the sand on the sea-shore. I 
believe it woidd have been much better for your 
health, and more aronsing to your imagination, 
to listen to the soft murmuring, and to contem- 
plate the motion of the waves, which were mott 
beautifully fringed and illuminated, than to write 
long letters of business to Newcastle, though it 
must be confest the advantages of your employ-' 
ment were rather more solid. 

I had lately a chaimiDg letter from our Sylph, 
who I believe casts many a longing look across 
St. Geoi^'s channel ; but, alas, there is not the 
shadow of a hope that we shall see her this 
winter. 

1 am confined to muse and sip my solitary tea 
in my own room, and I should heartily wish for 
you, if I did not think it ten to one but you ve 
more a^^'eeably engaged. This being the case, 
I scJace myself with the next-best thing, my bc- 
Joved silence, and " to Harpocratcs consign the 
door." Not that I mean by this to give myself 

any 
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BTtf ahs of ImportafWe, as if I itu engaged !n 
profound study ; my solitude at present is rattch 
rather (he indolgence- of vepose, than tite exer- 
cTse of wisdom ; and for any thing I am aHe ftr 
do, 1 might be pretty near as well fignting with 
the gay ffutterers at Almacks or Soho. My only 
saperi<vity over them is a sad eonscrotrsness of 
my bvm weakness, which they perhaps may prti-' 
dently arotd feeHng, by not trying (heir strength. 
When I endearonr to think crery fhooght is 
clouded by confirsion, and sinks in languor. Vn- 
dw such circomstanccs one cannot help reflect- 
ing with transport on a machine so constituted as 
to answer every motion of the directing mind. 
But such an advantage would be a dai:^;erovs 
temptation in onr present state. A perpetriat 
capacity for the pk^ures of merely Hitefleeloal 
life, would too much withdraw onr attention from 
tfre duties incumbent on us, while we are children 
of the dust, and would, weaken, if not totafiy 
destroy, all the sympathies of Immanity*'.' Har- 
* -htg 

• How few thcreare whose minih, like Mrr. Carter's, eveft 
aequine ilrcngth from their iofinnititii, and mako u«e of ttiaS 
weaknesK, partly aniHul, fwtl\y meiilal, which wouU to raosi 
penoiis ^ the highest HorliAcation, as an incilement to tho 
better falfilling the hnmbic and ordinary duties of social life. 
It is one of her highest pmitn, that she ntiei allowed her 
incli- 
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tog writ mjmlf into conteDtment ander tiie try- 
ing circumstance of feding myadf good for 
nothing. I wiU wish you goad night, and retire 
quietly to my pillovr. However, on second 
thou^tSj ]-wili.condttdetny letter to-night, as I 
bare a world of dining, and a world oS business 
to go Uu-ongh next week. I bogb to wish heailily 
that I was set ^ut ... 

. Adieu. I am so tired witta n^ milt, that I am 
fit f<w nothing but to go to sleep ; hat 1 was not 
willing to omit writing aiu^her post. I am. my 
■dew iriood, 

£ver faithfully, &c. 



!Bc!iii&tioi» to interfere witb her duties, and tb&t she cliecr- 
•fttly, COtd without that condeicension nhich is sometimes so 
.^•■tihMiBg la the parties to wbom it ii txertcd, descendel 
ft^ the nuNt tubliuae and eng^gfog Etudte» to all the con- 
non and triStng auentioni which ^he gpnaral ftate of society 
requirea. A* it ii said, ifaal no maa is a hero to hts valet de 
clomfaTi m to her native town Mrs. Carter was not a womao 
of letters 1 and many persons saw her in company, who had 
W> idea that her plaasnres ilrere gf any higher order, than 
soch ai whist or quadrille could aflonl, or the wcietj of a 
ctfontry rowB ia^tt. 
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LETTER CXXV. 

Dcfti, JvM i, \77tt. 

I WAS very liat^y^, my dtear friend, IbaC 
ttie terrible infection at SanAcford AKorored 
iteelf hefore yon wu let ont Tbe iMe bod vres- 
ther wiU prevent yonr feeling much regretj as you 
eonU have xeeeived but very little benefit ^om 
the c«Dntry. Yonr poor gentle»om«»y indeetl, 
mnst aoETowfnlly feel the vrant of their snnday 
gowns; and I can readily believe they wotdd 
have mn all hazard* of iitfeetion to recover 
them, for one every day sees freqaent kistaBCM 
Af this sIrsiBge ddgree of earrie«iBen in mt- 
vants. I do not meui this as a censure. IKy 
yrottld no dettbt have%s strongs dread of danger 
as their principals, if they safr it in the Bante 
point of view; but most happily for ^hen^ in a 
class of life in which tbeya^e oKflA exposedto 
pajftic^Iar hsaai^ tiiey have such a total freed«n 
from appr«faeu8ioQ; as enables them logo tbrohgfa 
the duties of their sitaalion, which would oft«n 
he impracticable, if to the fat^es ot present 
actnal service, were added the harassing ternn^ 
vfS iinp.encliiig.. evils. One often hears^em bea- 
:^,L vily 
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Vily cbirged with ti^ig«nce afid e«reles»iCM 
^h regard to their superion ; but rarely lA 
t^seittment on tkis account wobM be gretitlj sof- 
tened by the <»nsidenition that they are just as 
careki» and negligent in what relates to them- 
ielres ; therefi^e not wilful perverseness, but 
mere innocent inien»btlity is the cause of both. 

1 begin to grow impatient fot your setting oiil 
for the North, for the sooner yiah set out, the 
sooner you will retnm ; 1 am always uncomfort- 
aMe when you fare at such a distance from me. 
I am g^ad your wild cousin is grown more sober 
and^Vil,}, aitd I Imp^ he will cootinne so, and 

: nptf. a^d ((» the perjrfejuties of your bunneM^ 
.:^t^ I suppose without any such addkioa, are 
lOf^. than <any ordisary head could disentangle 
in. ti^re qontha than the. w^cbi you wiU besfiaw 

■ up9nth<ya. . 

Doyout reflrileCit JUvy'i deKiiptien of Alba? 
If liot, piay dogetit, and look it over. I have 

jl&(^: if^m, re^ng it, and watt so much chann«d 
wUh.it, tlmt I quite Jeoged fin- you to share my 

.l^rairation of it I have set nij«df tlte task, of 
a Tegvl«r course of Roman history, for «ne of my 
studies this Bummer. I do not, however, propose 
to pun^Hue reading at the expence of exercise, 

.«8 I look upon Utat as a regular ^uty, to be per- 

fomxcl at all times when 1 am able. Adtea, nay 

w% d«tf 
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deer friend, yo\i do not ntentioD your Iiealtii, but 
from yoar description of your exploits, I hope I 
may infer that it n good ; God keep it w, prays 
Your most Hflectionatej &c. 



LETTER CXXVI. 

My dear Friend, 

It was not til! tail niglit I receiTcd your 
letter, dated from Ferry Bridge. In that ^vhich 
I had about ten days ago from Stratford, as you 
did not mention any thing of the time, in which 
you proposed to reach" the end of your jourriey, 
I waited to hear from you again, as I thought 'tt 
would be to no purp&sefor my poor letter to lie 
and catch cold in an etlinge * bouse before your 
arrival.- 1 should indeed have been much alarmed 
if I had heard of }our being takeii til on the 
road, and I rejoice that the disorder so soon al- 
lowed you to pursue your route without any 
material inconvenience. 

* E^mge-is a proTmdal terra, perhapi also t« bt net tritit 

in old ballads fur " out ol the way," or " lonesume." 

I have 
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I have grieved for you and your fellow tra- 
veller during this miseraWe weather, which must 
have annihilated most of your prospects. But I 
am absolutely out of all charity with you, for not 
visiting Shakespear's tomb, wliich is such an uti- 
classicat omission, aa is not to be tolerated, and 
if you were too much tired to walk, you should 
have been packed up in a basket, even if it had 
been fit for Datchet Mead. If Shakespear was 
not out of the reach of being affected by the 
iboJeries of human passions, to be sure he v?ouId 
draw your " cdrtains at the dead of night" to 
revenge such an ungrateful disregard of his 
memory, after his having furnished a subject for 
the establishment of your fame. 

The weather has been as cold and as deluging 
here, as yon could possibly find it This country, 
however, is so very soon dry enough for walking, 
that I have contrived to get out for a short excur-' 
sion at least almost every day. Indeed, it is 
merely ns a principle of health, for in such wea- 
ther one can receive but httle pleasure. There 
has been scarcely a single day that has given us 
any impression of summer. The brightest suns 
have felt cold and ungenial, and even the West 
winds have lost their balmy softness. It is not to 
be wondered at, that Lady Frances, who docs not 
act.accorduig to.the name, but the nature of 
things' 
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things, should continae the accommodstiont of 

winter, and keep snug in Brook-etreetj while Uie 
rest of the world are catching cold in the country 
by fancying thatJune aiid July most be summer *. 
Iliad a letter a few days ago from Mrs. Dhu- 
bar, who is going to take a journey of five pr six 
days into the Soutli of Ireland, through pretty 
much sach roads, I suppose, and with pretty 
much such accommodations^ as are tobe,inetwidi 
in Spain. However, I hop^ all this eJierciee an4 
air will establish her healthy and be of use to ber 
spirits. Mfs. Pitt is very well, and cheerful at 
Encombe. Mrs. Vesey is greatly alarmed about 
Mrs. Hancock, whp hqs got a very bad cold, 
which our poor friend has twisted into paralyticjfc 
symptoms- but I hope this disteniper has no 
better foundation than her own do^en apoplectick. 
fits. The medical men do not apprehend any 
danger ; God forbid there^ should be any, for 
Mrs. Hancock is a most valuable woman on her 
own account, and her life is oX unspeaktible con- 
sequence to dear IVIra. Vesey. 

* The worlJ is grpwn wiser oow, at least the great world, 
«id June and July hare lost their place as summc? mopths, 
and are degraded to spring, probably upon the same prin- 
ciple that Miiiier does not begin till towards ihe end of 
Jftuaary. As the mock pliysici» says.in the French play of. . 
the siluatiuu of ihc hcBit fkod tbe IJTej-, " Hn* atM«f4o/^gi» 
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lady Holdernease called on me hat week, she 
Ills been for two or three days at Walmer castle. 
Imt doea not return i^in this nunmer. Made- 
moiselle ■ ■ - was with her, who has at lad; 
prevailed on her sister to rappty her care of Lady. 
Emily D* Arty's edacation. Though I am per- 
flimded she will he treated very properly and 
kindly, I cannot help pitying Uie poor woman for 
faer being teized away froro her own qaiet home, 
where she lires «pon the produce de ses terres, 
and hauled orer sea wad land into a strange coun- 
try, to have the care of a child for whom she can 
at present feel no affectioQ, nor even inclination, 
and into a hvrrying and new life. 

Your letter isJHsteorae to hand, which givei' 
ne.lheplduare of knowing yoa are safely airived '. 
at the end Of your long, and, I fear, uncomfort- 
able joamey. A few days rest will, I hope, 
repair" all the mischief wfateb yoa hare received . 
from ag'italion, and I shall hope soon to hear thkt 
you are qaite #dl ; . I mran as well as people who 
consume all their portion of the general inhe- 
ntance ^ human labour in the exercises of the 
mind, can ever Expect to be in this worky day 
wwld. To wiHb you any more com^eat health, 
would be to wish you in Paradise, or digging uti 
oae •f your own owl nines. You would not ' 
ttttcbUiank me fw the one, and I am much totf 
selfish 
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idfish to b« vriUing to consi^ ytra to the other. 
1 rejoice that traTelling' agrees so well with MrK 
Gbapone ; I am a letter in ber de4)t, will yaa b» 
so good as to ask het, if I may endoee for her^ ta 
the Bishop of Winchester. 
' You are in great luck in finding a mild No* 
•OenAer in the North ; for we find it as rigorous 
as in its most natural season. I hare had the less' 
Koson to regret the bad weather for this lasfe 
week, titough we have had incasaant rains, high. 
winds, and so cold as to hare ccHistant fires,' be^ 
OQUse I have necessarily been confined at homci 
with my two new damsels, who, poor souls, must 
have run their noses against every door in Aid 
little intricate tenement, without knowing whither 
it would lead them, if { had not served theift'fibr 
a guide. ■ They hbve now pretty weU acquired k 
knowledge of the ways of the house j b«t hdir 
soon they may get acquainted with the odd ways 
of their mistress, I cannot tell. • However, I bo^ 
in a few months ttiey will have learnt their busl-* 
ness, end I be freed from the trouble of teacbii^ 
it. My being nscd to a servant remarkably 
clerver>'and who tery soon took all fatigue from 
me, renders my present task the more weari- 
some ; but it must be done, and if they happen 
to be good girls, as I hope and believe they are, 
they will amply repay me. It is very fit that 
there 
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tii&ti should lometimes be ftccaaionB to prove by 
moK feeling arguments than mere epeculation, 
how very much those who are fi&ceA in th« 
higher classes of life are indebted^-for great part 
of (beir ease, their leisure^ and their comforts, 
to those whose lot is fallen to them in the lower. 

Are you not glad that the princely adulterer 
has been brought to the shame he. too well de- 
serves. The damages given seem to be very 
small for the quality of the offender; however, 
the disgrace may answer a better purpose. Vice 
is under all circumstances shocking to the good, 
but the people of the world, will be more likely 
to fear It, in proportion as it appears contemptible 
and ridiculous ; and it can scarcely in any case 
«f the like nature, appear more eflectually so, 
than in the epistolary correspondence, and in- 
deed in the whole. process 0;f this most scandalous 
affair, every p^rt of which shocks one ; though 
it is a proof of the goodness of oar laws, that 
Itowever high the offenders they can reach them : 
one most feet shocked that so many shameful and 
sc&ndaloufl aQeodotes wex* made ^blio. 

Adieu, my dear friend, eyer youn^ 
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LETTER CXXVIL 

Dt»l, Jufy 99, 1770. 

Ii your " bower of blim," my dear 
fiiend, is not " a ^abri" of external storms, the 
rain and wind of yesterday, must have made sad 
havock of its sweets. Indeed I could not help 
regretting there should be any interruption of 
jour spirited enjoyment of the first ddightful 
days oi independent solitude, when the imagina- 
tioB, with such exquisite pleasure, runs wild 
through all the various beauties of creation,, in 
its fairest form. Yet, alas 1 'if ttie elemmts wei^ 
to thed Uieir kinder ivfi^ences tbroogh Hm vrtkolo^ 
mmmer, if health and leijiure wen to-oontinBA 
unimpaired and unmolested, what would it av^ 
while a luriting princij^ of miaH» ndre power- 
ful than all external O[q;^itio0j woold in a few 
days,. 

« Shidfl tfttj taw't, Kod dukenev^ grtm^ 

and sink all the raptures of entbasiastic enjoy- ~ 
ment into insipidity and languor ? The human 
mindj destined to the rough exercises ot proba- 
tionary liff^ is., from ifai very constitution, inm- 
pabk 
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|table of a long ladnlgence of that ha^y indo- 
lence, on whidi yon were inclined to make a 
P&uegync, which ceajses to. be b9|9y> when it 
beoomes no longer neceas&ry, as a relaxation 
ftom the fatigue of active exertion. And bo, 
my dear friend, as toon as you have reposed 
yoanelf ntfficieQt]y after the bustle of your jour- 
ney, by- so literslly launtering in yonr garden, 
yoD wUl %y from tbe torpor of indolence to your 
fimn, and your coal-pit8> and your studies, and 
the garden, instead of the wh(de day, ^ndll mdf 
engageilft own idiwe. I very sensibly fek the 
{(indaeiiii^ of yonr wishing; me to partttke your 
Kelireiaeal ; which, on your first transports, was 
certainly one of the bighest instances of friend- 
sb^ ttuU any «te hnnan- creature could bMtbw 
onrmaipABV. U' my heart M not -undo^tand 
wbiU yM Jay abOBt stiitude and silattee, I sfaoiUd 
be ^^uuned to o«n it britinged (d me. 

Ibad (Mny1liiid>ei|quines after you ftmnLac^ 
CetMdti^ Wb», whh' her JUMd, and t&rte Misa 
Pnttts, is at Deal, uid purposes to continue here 
MHne tinifik, . Yott.DiBy bib sure,, ijt ii«vjer.«Htered: 
into my bead to give her the tnMble of a visit ;. 
90c4uidl the least idea tbid: her Ladyship would 
honor me. But, in the midst tX my security, 
viHheB my ftther went to wait on Lord Camden, 
her iAdysfilp toU him ^e should call upon me, 

and 
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and accordingrly, very obligingly spent above aii 
hour bere thr»^ morning. Mntrenous, for pray 
do hot mention it, she gave a Trretched aceoimt 

of the state of Mr. B^ '» femily, frtm his 

Bfrange fretful temper and sordid covetousnesff. 
The poor glrle are not allowed the common ne- 
cessaries belonging to their situation, nor any 
opportunities of acquiring a proper behaviour. 
-Jjady Camden entirdy acquitted Mrs. B-''— of 
any share in tha treatment,- and spoke of 4ier in 
a very kind manner. Surely it ought to render 
people of mod^atc fortunes, contented and cheer^ 
fill with their lots, when they consider how often 
human perverseness prevents riches ftvm be- 
coming an instrument of happiness. 

I am much oUiged to you for the concern yoa 
express in a letter just received (this was begun 
yesterday) about my task with my damsels; tiiey 
are very tractaUe^ and will shortly be quite oh 
fait of their business. I shall think rayself 
happy if i can render their sttnatHm as comfbit^ 
able as possilde, for they have left all their D^ii- 
ftl friends, and have, poor gh'ls, entrusted them- 
tdves entirely to my care *. 1 am sorry to hear, 
that 

• Perbapi it may be liarUly necessary to state here that 

Mrs. Carter always considered herself at a mother to her 

Ecrvajits, and insiiuctcd, advised, ami corrected tUem as lucb 

■ - Th« 
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lluA^ ytfar perplexities in nticb more impoHant 
Jmsaois, than my .po«r Iittj» «nAtag«, are Ukely 
lOiMiDCFeasedby-tlie loss of stable an ^sistant-; 
hi^ mpta^nce, poor roan, seems bowevn* to 
Iwreidpne nothing oiffl^ than precipitate tbe coil^ 
dosiim >of. an ineiHidide: disease. 

IxhavehadsletterfiPOiti our poor dMrSfylptf, 
Mho ha» been^ esceaaii^ly unhappy, from btf 
ftpifffibensidu about Mn. Hancodc, iind indeed 
the- symptoms, to a person of her dispositiioff, 
were stifficieotly alarming;. God be praised, tbi^ 
g^Qod woman appears, at present, to be perfectly 
recovered. Mn. Vesey pathetically lameata not 
hearing from you, but she comforts herself with 
condttding, that if you do not write to her, that 
yon certainly are writing to benefit tbe woiid. i 
told her, in my answer, how very much yon was 
•flngaged. And that must -plead yin» eicuse. 

- I faugn^ love to Mrs. Chapone. I will write 
•teherKMin,' but just now, I am: in a world of 
-hunness and bustle, for we bave company to 
'imtet, amd:i am " Mungo here. Mango there, 
and MungD-every where,-" so it is well I began 
'my letter laat night. For between ^TaIki^g before 



The coniequence was that six hardly ever bad a bad acrvaat. 
The^ lorad and mpected her like & mother, and very rarely 
■wtnt from itt leince but w b« nanied. 

breakfast. 
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i»i!eakfa«t, proiidiaff artt tiie txiiAKry, m4,pf» 
ing a Tiut. ai in duty boanclj to Lady GtiodM, 
I hare been u baty all die montog as if - 1 had 
been .actoaHy ddng a great deal ; and t^neli 
moxe&TST, a pu±j hanging orer me, ^oar the 
ailemoon, bnt I comfort uyMlf wiA their b«> 
taking th^nwelres to the hkdt accfl> and thi^ 
though I nw^ be itkfled vith tke btai^ I BBtybet 
be obliged to talk. Adieu« my dew friend.^ 
Everyoun. 



LETTER CXXVjn. 

Deal; Ji(£a** 18, 1770." 

b doet indeed rejoice me» my dtw 
friend, to have so comfortable an aecowit of 
your hcsiltb ; yet I carinot! help isgretttng HwtaD 
much of it must be employed in the fytigaia cf 
business, that yoa will not have Iniare for a 
CfHBpIete enjoyment of this fine wesdier, and 
very 6ne weather is so transitory a good, in this 
our uncertain sky, that there ia no great hope it 
will wait till yott are more at leisnre to attend ttr 
it. However, at all events, health and fine vea- 
ther are two very good things, and give aa 
aniina) 
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•nuoal ^etjr at least, to the dullest emptoy^ 
ineiitt. 

My love te Mrs. Oupone ; and pray tell lier 
I ^rffl ahtrr Mrs. Munro's papers to Lord IHrtrty, 
'a* floon as I faave an opportunity ; I have more 
fbail once mentioned fier to him. Hia Lordship 
fiftd Lady D. are expected daily, and they are 
probably by this time on their voya^ to England. 
i had a letter from Miss Penn, in which she 
^TCfl a very comfortable acconnt of Mr. Peon's 
heidth; they are now at Tunbridge^ and frxtm 
thence go either to Brighton or Mai^e. 

I endeavonr to derive all the profit I can, from 
&k most beautiful weather, though -1 have not 
yet been able to reach some of my most favorite 
wafts. However, X have lately compassed one, 
by the help of some repose in sitting on the 
't€)iAsc^ some old trees, by the side of a spring, 
>wberit I 'contemplated the ruins of an ancient 
fi^", onee'tfae abode of a flourishing family, 
'• ' and 

. * Tbe »cfLt l^re $^ken of ii Noithbonm Court ; fomerly 
fto apptndage to St, Atiguitioe's Abbe^ at C&ntcrbury, and 
the summer residence of its abbots, w<l afterwards of the 
fiunily of Saudys, baronets. Sir Edwiu Sandys, the last vf 
tbeiU) ItKviug only daa^hters, the property beeamt: so inb* 
tUvtded, (^tft it b^cmnB neccfswy to sell it, and to pall doWn 
the' mansiwi. The beautiful teflections ts which they bars 
girea risk, will perhaps stamp an additional value on tb« 
picturesque 
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Kui which i renember ituding «ntife,'but^ 
mdancboiy dejected grandeur, from tile deter- 
jtioni of its inhabitants. It eootained a hundred 
lOooiB, maiiy of them wainscoted with cedar^ 
and rery highly ornamented, partiouhuiy a gal- 
Itfy, in which I have oAen wadked^ with BUich 
Gothic delight. Thi* noble slructurt might lnrv« 
MilMisted for many genemtions in vaneraMtt de- 
ca^ ; bat tbe last beirs to the estate, for the sake 
«f tb« materials, anticijtated the depradations oi 
iiiKe, and Urdled it neaiiy to the ground. Such 
is the in^bUify of mortal things; and so .deter- 
miaed is that order of providence, which tohids 
siny perpetual residence up<m earth. Tbe ob» 
.noKiooB strength and magnidaence of inperial 
cUies, and the Ifss exposed ainl hMalrier abode* 
of private life, are equally sul^ect to thegener^ 
laWj which is carried into eiecatlon by the very 
nature c^man. Thus heaven du-ected tbe stonitf 
of arabidon, to level the proud waUsvf Tyre; 
but the mere caprice of changing fancy, is a 
sufficient engine against tbe wealter establish- 
pienU of domestic seats; and what constituted 

pic:uri.*(iue aiid ivy-coTcretl ruins which Jtill reniiiin; part 
of which have, with gr««t taste, been admittftd into the gir. 
iea o( H. P. Huiiuiiq, £14. ibe pnient owfier of the estate, 
whose Bcn modem hopsc i* bnilt at a small distance trom 
the scite of tfae ucint nmioB, 
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the pride ftttd eomfort of one gcner^ion, mk 
iiito nothing, merely from the contempt mnd 
iieg;Iect«f ike next *. 

I have read Dr. Yoang:'^ Poem, which is very 
Bablime aad very triBing', very bri^it and mry 
elwcare, very vivid and very dull ; and^ in short, 
made np of all tiiose contiadictioga, which con- 
ttitnte his truly original charaetor and genus, 

. which certainly, upon the whole, deserves a vtry 
high d^ree of admiration and esteem. I am 
very glad to hear th^ £min has at last gained 

. Im point, and wish him every ssceess c(Hisia(ent 
with your better wi^ies fior him. 
,_ Yob have prob«jily seen by the p^rs that 

. JJtAy Charlotte has brought Mils Finch to bathe 
ip. th6,'4Mh fv the recovery of her health. I 

. thank God, then is no appeawnce of danger in 
her .ca$fi, as bef disorder aecna to be merely 
^neiwom. I think-shehurther conttitation by the 
long i^fffi^nft walks which she took whea she 

;, was abroad. I kwUeve I g»ye.yott.an eceomut of 
. her expedition to the t<^ of JMoiiot.Cblns. .She 

: hu not. yet been into the- aea,. but: b^iBS to- 
morrow ; the air of this place has already done 

* This may remind llie reader of Pope's. obKivati on, 

" Aji'1 llemsley, once proud Buckui^hsm'i delighlr 
Slidea to a Kriv'ner or. »ci^ltsish(-" ^. 

. . TOii. II. ' G her 



_ ,i,z<,i:,., Google 



(ler good, fu: ^e has elept perfectly well ever 
•ioce the has been here, which was by no means 
the . caie before she left Kew. Lady Charlotte 
vteys a few days longer to eee the efiect of her 
bathing, and then netums to Kew, leaving Miss 
Finch here. $nch a parent as Lady Charlotte 
must be greatly alarmed at any attack on Um 
health of such a child, but as she has visibly 
mended ever since she has been here, I hope her 
Ladyshqi will return to Kew in better spirits 
than she left it I got as good a lodging aa, I 
could find for Miss Finch, and I am happy that 
we are able to supply Lady Charlotte with a 
quieter bed, during her stay here, than she could 
have got at an inn. They dine at Miss Finch's 
lodgings, and spend the rest of the day wiUi us. 

I had a letter to-day firom Ireland, in which 
Mrs. \eaeiy was mentioned as being quite well, 
but not in spirits; by this account I should fear 
all alarm about good Mrs. Hancock is not over. 
Lord and Lady Dartrey are come to England, 
but I do not hear that our friends, the Dunbanu 
are yet.preparing for their voyage. In winter, . 
however, 1 hope We shall collect them all togt- 
th.er- I trust that our dear Sylph's low spirits . 
are not caused by any remora in her coming to 
England. 

Mrs. UnderdowB is much yours, and a most 
9 intcm- 
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intemperate admirer of yoar Essay. She a 
4ownrig4it violent in her encomiums, and half 
wild that she haa forgot her French, so as to 
lose any part of your orktcisms on Voltaire. All 
this tamily sincerely join in their best respects to 
yott, 1 heartily wish yon well throug'h all your 
Newcastle business and your Newfsstle dinners. 
I shall be most heartily glad and happy, when 
yon are got once n»H% within my reach, and erer 
for or near, yours sincerely. &c. 



LETTER CXXIX. 

De»i, Oclc*cr 3, 1770. 

Whem I read the date of your letter, 
fn»m such ft formidable distance, it was a com- 
fMl to me, my dear friend, to reflect, that before 
it coold reach me, yon were approached a little 
more wi^in my Tiew; but, alas* I still look 
through a very long telescope to catch an imper- 
fect sight of yon. I shall be happy in your 
return to Hill-street, where I shall know where 
to take ray aim, and where 1 can see you through 
an opera-^ass. 
I am ose of the last persons to whom it would 
a 3 be 
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be necessary for you to make an apology for not 
giving me a description of your travels, for 1 
love people so much better than things, that I 
would much rather chuse tbat my friends should 
talk to me about themselvesj than on any other 
subjects. 1 wrote to you the next post after I 
received your's from Edinbargh. I have not 
heard from Mrs. Pitt since she toW me she bad 
given direction for a prefer enquiry to be made 
into the situation of our poor foundling ; and if 
the account of her iil-treatraent should prove to 
be true^ had ordered her to be sent to Sunning 
Hill, to be put under the care of Mrs. Thistle- 
tliwaite, till it can be determined what to do 
vrith her. 

I suppose you must have seen by the papers, 
the death of Dean Potter. It is said that be 
desired Mrs. Potter to accompany his corpse 
from Wrolhanij where, he died, to Canterbury, 
where he was tQ be buried, and likewise to at- 
tend his funeral. This must have been a scyere 
task, surely, to this poor woman, who, I be- 
lievCj loved him extremely, and I suppose must 
be particularly unequal to any such strong exer- 
tion of spirits, as it is not long since she had a 
paralytic attack. 

It is not in my power, alas ! to give you so 

prosperous an account of dear Miss Finch, as I 

, coidd 
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could wish ; but she is, thank God, better^ and 
I hope time will do much for her ; she is gone at 
present with Lady Charlotte and Lord Winchel- 
sea into Rutlandshire, where business called them, 
'and it was hoped this journey mi^t do her good. 
Yet if 1 could have determined for her, from 
any thing except my o^vn indulgence, I should 
have said she bad better have staid here. 1 had 
fiill power to turn the balance^ but indeed I 
found myself so incapable of judging which was 
mo!t likely to do her good, that, as much as on 
my own account I wished her to stay, I could 
not, in conscience, interpose, for fear of fixing 
on the wrong clioice in so doabtfiU a point. 

I have this moment, my dear friend, received 
■ the delightful intelligence of your safe return to 
Denton, and that we- are at least within the 
Kmits of the' same island. I am happy at the 
recovery of your rest, the sine qua non of good 
health, and the best relief and suspension of bad. 
I hope the present fermentation among the coal- 
miners will end in the defeat of so wicked a 
project as that of starving people, merely be- 
cause they are not rich, as well as in the im- 
provement of your property. 

Never was Uiere a more beautiful autumnal 
season than we have had, ever since the equi- 
noctial storm. 1 longed to enjoy thia^eace of 

thQ 
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the elements^ and its delightful efifectj npon the 
country views. Bat my enjoyment has been 
confined to what I conM discover from my win- 
dow, as I have for this last ten days heen too ill 
to walk, or almost to do any thing, (and this must 
account for ibis letter having been begun these 
four days,) I regret the loss of this fine season, 
as much as the finest of all fine ladies could the 
loss of a masquerade or ball at court ; but I hop^ 
to get better, though in the mean time these 
sweet autumnal days are fading away, and this 
soft unclouded moon wiH shortly cease to ^immer 
on- a calm sea. The comfort is that, with re- 
turning health, every season will have its charms ; 
and though I shall lose the best days of aotumn, 
if it please God, I am tolerably well, I can • 
amuge myself ivith the scenes of winter. 

The present contention between the Torlu 
and Russians, is indeed a very important olgect, 
and all who consider it in the view yon mention, 
will watcb its progress with a much raore inte- 
resting curiosity than can be excited by the com- 
mon events' of war. But I cannot agree with 
you in thinking, whatever success may attend the 
Czarina, that any figure such a character can 
make, from shining in the parade of conquest, 
to sitting at the head of councils^ can be any 
honor to our sex. If she is crowned empress of 

the 
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■the Greek ChristiaDs at Constantinoplej the event 
will be great and astonishing, but sareljr one can 
consider her in no oUier UgiA than an instrument 
in the band of the Sovereign Disposer of all 
things, who frequently applies the passions, and 
the talents, of wretched and ambitious agent*, 
to bring about those revoTations, which his pro- 
vidence determines in the goreraraent of the 
world. I will read Mr. Beattie's bdok, whenever' 
I have an opportunity. 

I am happy to hear ^ Dunbars are safe ar- 
rived ; a sore throat fortunately prevented their 
being at sea during that dreadful storm. Our 
detH* Sylph is coming, but goes to Bath fint. 
Miss Finch, I am happy to say, is better. I find, 
upon enquiry by Mrs. Pitt* s servant, that the 
reports about our foundling, are not exactly true, 
but it has all been pat to rights, so that she will 
again do welt. Adien, my dear friend. 1 am 
really better to-day, but sick or wdl, I am unal- 
terably yours, &c. &c. 
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LETTER CXXX. 

Deal, Sfaotmbtr 29, 1770. 

As in your first letter, my dear friend, 
you named the 19th for your setting out^ it was 
impossible for my answer to have reached you 
tilt that very day. I hope my thanks for both 
may ;iow safely be directed to Hill-street. I hope 
theafiair .of the coal-mines turned out better at 
the meeting than you seemed to apprehend. 

It is to be fearedi notwithstanding your grati- 
tude to the Czarina, that our genera) condition is 
not likely to be much improved by the appear- 
ance of a termagant genius of an Empress^ once 
or twice in an age. I suppose yon know that 
Princess Daschan, who at nineteen harangued 
the troops, and was the principal instrument of 
bringing about the Revolution, is now in Eng- 
land. She seems to be a most extraordinary ge- 
nius. She rides in boots, and ail the other habi- 
liments of a man, and in all the manners and atti- 
tudes belonging to that dress. This might be 
accounted for, from the custom of her country, 
and the greater safety of managing her horse. . 
But she likewise dances in a masculine habit, and 
I believe 
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dress. Would Dot one think from all this, that 
it would be quite terrible to meet her on Bagshot* 
heath ? But you may visit Mrs. Wilmot in safety. 
She is, in spite of this formidable appearance, 
remarkably gentle; has weak nerves, and low 
spirits, and great delicacy both of sentiment and 
conversation. She is very careful of the educa- 
tion of her son, and told him once, she had rather- 
see his neck twisted, than that he should act un- 
worthy of the memory of his father, of whom she 
always speaks with the highest esteem and ten- 
derness. It seems she had seen herself upon the 
list of thcAe whom the Emperor had marked for 
destruction. As instrumental as she was in 
bringing- about the Revolution, it is said, she had 
no share in his de^h. It is happy for her if thi9 
circumstanee is true. She is very neglig^it in 
her female dress, and renounces all respect to 
her higti rank, unless it is paid to her character 
As this lady seems an unusual kind of phenome- 
non, I'bave toid you a good deal about her, and 
I have it upon very good authority. The Rus- 
sian ambaesador has orders from the Czarina, to 
shew her all kinds of attentions while she is here ; 
probably she may not be sorry to have her any 
where rather than at her elbow. 

I congratulate you most heartily on your being 
fairlj 
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lairly rk} of jonr wild headed cousn. Your 
afl&ira must have been id perpetual brouUlerie, 
under the management of such a conductor, be- 
sides the awkward inconvenience of having your 
house stormed, and poor Israel starting en mr- 
tault, at three o'ck>ck in the morning. 1 pity 
poor Miss Gr^ory for the pain of quitting yoo. 
The fccRngs of young people are very strong, 
aa their uneasiness is not softened by anticipating 
the consolation of reflecting on a past pleasure, ■ 
nor by the hope of its retom ; but all is coulined 
to the sentiment of the present distressing mo- 
ment. 

I heartily wish you may have resolution enoa^ 
to adhere to the prescriptions of your Scotch doc- 
ton, in detiance of all solicitations. At luckily I* 
have none of the requisites for routs, rackets, and 
conversations, I can be in no danger of offering 
you any temptations, and I am too desirous of 
your living to the age of a Sybil, to aid and abet 
the temptations of others. Indeed I felt so hear- 
tily grieved and uneasy last winter, at finding 
myself included in the number of those who" con- 
tributed to hurt your health, from having fool- 
ishly and inadvertently sometimes delivered mes- 
sages from a few of my friends, with the addition, 
I am afraid, of expressing what it would have' 
^een pretty difficult to conceal,' my own wishei ' 

of 
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ef meeting yoa, that I give you my absolute word 
to be more caatioui for the future, and leave peo- 
ple to plead their own cause. 

I fear poor Lord Lyttelton'i affectionate heart 
must again be hurt, by the dangerous illness of 
Mr. G. Grenville, whom the papers represent in 
80 doubtlnl a state. Miss Finch's cough is better^ 
but it proceeded from a cold, caught at Burieigh. 
It is scarcely possible by any precaution, to air 
a large old house, almost constantly uninhabited. 
After much .uncertainty of what was become of 
our Sylph, 1 last night received a letter from her, 
dated Chester, from whence she was to set out 
for Bath. I wish for your sake it had been to 
Bolton-row. lam not interested for myself tiH 
January. Adieu, my dear friend. I am in great 
joy at your having got within my reach. 

Yours affectionate^. 



LETTER CXXXI. 

Deal, Niotndxr 30, 1770- 

I Hu^T insist, my dear friend, that you 

do not writ* me long letters, till stooping does not 

tWEt you; ft angle Kne, to assure me yoii tare 

tolerable. 
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tolerable, will suffice me, now ttiat I know you 
are in the habitable world, aud not withiu the 
polar circle, for I have the happiness of receiving 
frequent accounts of you from several of our 
' common friends. 

As they did not suffer for it, I thought it a very 
fevonrable storm, that procured me a sight of 
Mr. and Mrs. Pulteney. I hope her health is a 
good deal mended by the Spa. It grieved me, 
that the sea-sickness, and a very rainy miserable 
day, kept them at a dirty inn, and prevented my 
having the pleasure of their company, in at least 
a cleaner and more quiet house. How have you 
stood all this uproar of the elements? My little 
tenement is so exposed, that my friends here 
seem to suspect, I am in great danger of being 
blown away, by the messages and inquiries sent 
after me, since the tempests of this last week. 
Part of my roof has indeed been laid open to the 
iky, but fortunately it happened in the nighty 
and no one was injured : had it been in the day- 
time, the tiles might have, caused some serious 
injury to some one of the family. 

One must be sorry for Mr. Grenville's death : 
the loss of a man of good character in private 
life, must always be a very melancholy circum- 
stance to his family ^nd friends. With regard 
to the public, the difference between one states- 
man 
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man aod another, for the last tea years, seems not 
very considerable. All (except one very short 
administration) have taken care to secure their 
own advantages, and left the nation to amuse it- 
self with the same subjects of complaint. I see 
by the papers, that the supporters of the Bill of 
Rights are quarrelling among themselves, which 
is probably of no great consequence to the rest 
of the kingdom. Little good can be hoped from 
an opposition so wildly and unreasonably con- 
ducted, as must terrify sober and well-intentioned 
people from joining them, however they may 
wish an alteration in the public measures. 

It is well that there is any good reason for the 
hope that the French will not join the Spaniard! 
in case of a war. Our situation at present seems 
to be very alarming and unprepared. It is to be 
hoped that the gentlemen in opposition will not 
. unnecessarily distress government in any scheme 
re^ly proper for the general defence, and that 
they will deny themselves the comfort aud amuse- 
ment of hanging the ministry tilt a more conve- 
nient <^portUDity. I believe you will not agree 
with me, in wishing Lord Chatham at the head 
of afiairs ; but indeed I cannot help being of opi- 
nion, that in a situation like the present, he_ is 
the only one who, humanly speaking, can extri- 
cate the mition out of its difflcuUies, aod raise it 
from 
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&om that contempt which has probablj drawn 09 
oar dangers from Spain. 

If you have read the paper signed Leuphanes, 
I dare say yon have maliciously laughed at the 
indignatioq^ which you would know I should fed> 
at the repetition of dull and Bpiteful ridicule on 
my favorite author *. I have lately been reading 
his notes on Shakespear. I will not undertake 
his defence as a commentator ; but the work is 
valuable for many strokes of his own greats and 
refined, and delicate way of thinking. But pray 
did you never observe, that with all his enco- 
miums on our Bishop, he sometimes^ in the most 
polite and elegant language, treats him more se- 
verely than his most open and profaaed enemies. 
These have 

** Kicked, and cuffed, and split, and tore, and rent. 
And done they kuow not nbat, iu tbcir avengemeiit." 

Some of them have scratched his face with 
their nails, and others have pelted him with stones 
and brickbats, till he was black and blue ; but the 
pen of Dr. Juhnson, like the ethereal stroke of 
lightning, without any external mark of violence, 
has penetrated to his vitals f . 

• Dr. Jobnuon. 

t Mrs. Carter's opinion wat verified by the event. Nv 
circumstance iu Bistiop Warbuiton't litercry life scctas ta 

liara 
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1 have not beard froro Mrs. Vesey Aace tAbt 
WEt Cheater, but suppose she will soon be with 
you in town ; ajid I shall very soon after think 
of J)ein^ there myself a thought which helps to 
wear away many hMirs of pain. Cio(tble8s yov, 
lay (tear friend, with health and happiness, bvt 
pray takk care af yonnelf for the sake of all thosa 
who'love you> and who dd^t as mudi in your 
aaciety a« 

Vours affectionately. See. 



LETTER CXXXII. 

Deal, December 30, 1770. 

Voim letter, my dear friend, kindty re- 
lieved my impatience to hear from you, but alas ! 
«Bd not give me that information my heart wished 
for. i am g4ad yon bpc so careful (^ yaurseti; 
And pray persevere, and Ged gnunt y<m luceess. 
My spirits are particularly low just now, wd my 
Ihoughts loo -strong^ tinctured by die Tecolleo 

liave affected him mora than the maniwr in vbich hii absurd 
«ritic«ns on, uil expUiunion of, the test of Sbakeapear, 
w«e Ireftlw! by Or. JobMon. Ha (wuld MOlict write nor 
^eak of it witfa t«Bip«r, 

tioM 
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tfons Vtismg front Uiii sod aanivetMry, •nt^lo lee 
whatever particukdy interosts my bent in a too 
melajichbly view*. I remember when •! onee 
felt the shock of en earth«]uakej long ftfter it w^ 
over, the ^nnd seemed to sink beneiUh my fo«l> 
. when in reality all was eafe and atill; 

I rejoice Tvith yon on the enbonpaint of Din- 
dear Mrs. Vesey, even if it should debase herifroci 
being a shadowy Sylph; to a mere earthly &t gen' 
tlewDtnaii, in perfectly vulgar good, heal^. Qe 
BO good as to give tny affectionate love to her, 
and dear good Mrs. Hancock, vrbo I rejoice, to 
hear is quite recovered. After the mdancholy 
account I heard of Miss Dawes, I was gM to 
find she was in such a liviug way ; herloJK wduM 
have been a sad afiSicting stroke to poor Mrs. 
Delany. I wish the report of Lord Bottetourt's 
death may prove a falsehood. I could not help 
being struck when I read the account in the pa- 
{ters. Too much action, aud too- little thought, 
forms a strange perplexity of character, which at 
OBce iutei^^ts and puzzles ; and one cannot help 
wiping such a man to live on, iu the hope that 
the fermentation of right and wnHig may at 
- length subside, and all grow clearer at last. ■ 

■ Thii probabty alladH ta the deadi of. Mi|i Talbot, mhiti^ 
took jil^efi in tliejirCPfiding v/intesr, in the inontt of J»iw«y. 

.. -The 
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Th»tiro hM days of Kvcre ctAA weather haV* 
hraced np my poor shattered constitution, and 
rendered it for the present much more tidy than 
for some weeks past ; but it is a ragged and bad 
One. and by 4he next thaw will probably be bang' 
ing all in tatters. I hope to set out on Fnday 
for TuBstal, and early in the following week hope 
to be in town, but I hare a good many odds and 
ends to wind up before I leave this, and my sad 
head will not always ^ow me to do as much as I 
wish, and often nirt half what I ought Adieu, 
my dear friend ; I hope returning health will 
soon pat yoa into good humour with the old year, 
and shall be h^py if you are the better pleased 
with the new one, if it conveys to you 

Your most affectionate/ &c. 



LETTER CXXXIII. 

Jmne 8, l77l. 

If I was not in the highest good-hu- 
mour, my dearest friend, at the good account you 
give of your health, I wotild quarrel witli you for 
the length of your letter : one page is all I allow 
you to vfrit^ and as much 1^ as yqa please, pro- 
ToL. a. H Tided 
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^ded it says yoa are wdl, for I am therMigfily 
persuaded, that to a constitutioiij whoie springs 
have been so much overstrained, a total suspen- 
fiion of all application is positively necesiary, and 
therefore I desire yon wilt not disregftfd toy 
ijeto. 

I had a letter from London, dated > day later 
than yoar's, vrhich mentioned the poor Bisbt^ of 
Durham being still alive, so I hope yoa will meet 
with no diflicaltiea. I am obliged to yon formen- 
(toning so many of onr friends ; it is pleasant to 
think on so many people, whom one esteeras and 
loves, and who so much esteem and lore each 
ether, being asMraUed together, and by (bat 
means lessening the ennui of a situatioa, the 
effect of necessity not of choice. I hope Lady 
Dartrey will find all the benefit she expects from 
Tunbridge. 

I cannot think what is become of our Sylpb. 
She de^red me to write to her from Tungtal, and 
I obeyed her the day after I got there ; bat have 
not heard a word from her, orof hcrwoee. Pro- 
bably she is at Old Windsor, tugging poor Lady 
Primrose over land and water, to ev«y place 
Tvithin the reach of a ferry, or a post-chaise. K 
wish she may join the party 1it Tanbridge, whkh 
would do her a world of good ; you wouU IHte it, 
and she would -not dislike or find the least objee- 

iion 
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tiOti'toth^liiad of life that you disclaim. I am 
^ad jrou are at Mount Ephrajm, as you certainly 
can iive quieter tbere than on the pantiles : you 
are very good in wishing me with you. 

I ipuflt tetl you what a providential escape I 
had yesterday morning. I was going out to walk 
with Thy dog, and at tlte door another dog fell 
violently upon him ; 1 drove him off with a stick, 
wd soni£ pebbles, and walked on ; he immediately 
renewed his attack upon my dog ; I again drove 
him off: as he passed by me, I saw something in 
his appearance which gave me a suspicion of his 
beif^ mad. After I returned from my walk, I 
deacr^td t^e dog to our servant, who. sud he 
kn^w bim well, aiul be thought I must be mis- 
taken in my sut^iciona ; but a few hoara after- 
wards he very properly came and told me that 
the dog was mad, that he had bit several other 
dogs, and was just then hanged. What a mercy 
it was, that a^er 1 had provoked him, he did not 
faH upon me I You wiU easily l^elieve there were 
immediate orders given for dispatching ray poor 
old dqg ; and I afn sure I need not say how much 
I wus grieved for this necessity, for though I am 
^y w meai^s incliued to have ^ny great fondness 
^r ^nj[n^^, tbi^ poor creature .had for so many 
ye«r»alt^ded mi^ iu my walks, that it was im- 
-powibte pot to haye some . T«|ry uncomfortable 
u^ f«eling» 
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feelings about this accident, though I hare bo ' 
much reason to be thankful it was no worse. It 
seems there have been more mad dogs lately then 
ever I knew. My brother, some little time ago, 
was obliged to destroy all hi^, fVom their having 
been bit. 

Lord and Lady Ancram> and their family, are 
come to Deal, so our sea-bathing season begins 
very early ; indeed, our's is such a fine opeA' 
coast, I wonder more people do not come to us; 
the water is so fine. Lady Hotdemesse came to 
day for a short time only. I am glad to hear 
Miss Stanley has so feir a prospect of being ad- 
vantageously established. I am afraid you will 
scarce be able to read this, for 1 cannot see what I 
write, so I must say adieu, my dear friend. 



LETTER CXXXIV. 

Deal, /n/yS, 1771. 

I DID not, my dear friend, receive your 
letter till several tiays after that on which it ought ' 
to have arrived, and I cannot account for the 
delay ; ' but I" war rejoiced to receive it, as it as* • 

sured 
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Mired me you was going on well, and benefiUn; 
by your sejaur on Mount EphiHim. 

Indeed, it would be in vain for you to seek for 
a likeness^ of our Sylph, iii the environs of Tuii- 
bridge, or in any otb^ region betow the ipoon; 
you can never find it except among the visitors of 
your own imagination. I remember when you 
first talketljof introducing me to Mrs. Vesey, ther? 
happened.BO many impediments and disappoiotr 
mentsj that I affirmed she was a mere " ens ra- 
" tionis," and a ficttou of your own invention. 
1 am sometimes inclined to relapse into the same 
opinion ; only, as I then took her for a reverie 
of your's, I now take her for .one. of my own.; 
but our reveries are often so much alike, that this 
makes no great difference, and only furnisbea a. 
stronger proof against her real existence. How- 
ever, if she does actually, aji well a* potratially 
exist, it is in a way entirely her own. 

I have suffered so much that I have not been 
able to accompany you in Tacitiu,as I could have 
.wished. . I allow your similes in favor of your 
own hypothesis to be extremely ingenious and 
brilliant, but I think they are not strictly just. 
To have stated the comparison fairly,.! think you 
should liave supposed the materials of your 
temple, to have been of the most solid strength, 
jjiud the most exquisite beauty, but the fauilding^ 
framed 
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fimmed with Monstrous disproportion. Wotttd \h 
in timt case, have been w ol^ect of admiratioD P 
An object of terror indeed it might bft, da mich a 
wrong disposition of the parts of vhich it is com- 
posed, wonld render it liable fo be peipetoaUf 
emailing all who came within its reach. I have 
the more c«urage in attacking yon throngti Au- 
gHStu^, at I have so wise, end so venerable an 
autiiority on niy side, as that of Tacitus.- I never 
can tbink without horror, of a wretch wfao, tot 
^ gratiRcation of his own selfish passiotis, sa- 
crificed the lives of so many thousands, end the 
l^rty of a whole people. I ihall readily allow 
that the divine principles of virtue, -were never 
completely understood, till the worid was en- 
lightened by Christianity ; end that our censures 
Oti the failtngb of many great characton, in Um 
the-lieatheD worid, ought to be moderated by 
charity and candour. But stilt that different ap^ 
plication at taleats^ to good .«r bad purposet^ 
which forms the difTerence of moral chaTacler 
with regard to tlie world, lias ever subsisted, and 
our judgment of human actions, ought to be regu- 
lated accordingly *. I have a wwld iftore to say 



* That is in ttlher and better words, that ai nary at iiate 
mwd uithottl lav!, shull als» prrisk mtkoutlaa; andatmanu 
tu have sinntdiv lie lav, shtHI/ejiidgtdiyiAilBV, 
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i« siitipoK of my averNon to your bero, but 1 most 
aVitner the tMher parts of your letter. 

I know you will chide me for most heartily 
disliking Aristotle's Ethics. It mtiy not be for ray 
creilitj perbflps, to say so ; and yet I cannot belp 
thinking; it a performance for which ao mortal 
WB9 eVer the wiser or the better, aad that one 
m^h( learn just aa much of the nature and prac- 
tice of virtue*, by studying a treatise on tha 
longitude. Indeed, all systems of virtue are 
mere chimeras, when not founded on the will of 
God, mid that relation in which created beings 
stand to their Creator ; and of this Aristotle bad 
not said one syllaUe. 

YoH will certainly think 1 l»,ve set myself 
down to write a critical review, so I will say no 
more about books, when I have -told you bow 
grieromly 1 was disappointed in the entertain- 
ment I eirpected in Coroeille, which I had not 
looked into Uiese twenty years, and had totally 

• The proof of ihc truth of this awertion, ifanyproofbe 
Tcquircd, h to be founJ' in the contradictory tiews which 
the b«tt Ki>d MiMst of the bealhsn phitwaphon had upon 
thii intflrKtiing lu^ject,. No.^ of them agr^cii^ univeruilly 
upon the ume principles; many of them entirL-ly diffL'riiig 
froni Mch other ; and all of ihcm allowiiig of some lices, 
though not of the same. See Dr.Jenkin's" HcasoiiHMenesK 
" ttTHl Certainly of the Christian neligionj" nnd Ellis's 
" K«owWg« »f Bivioe Tbiogs frgni' ReveUtioo." 

forgot. 
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forgot Hi« charactera seem to me to h&ve do 
earthly thing to do, but to noMon, md talk senr 
tences a I'envt: Polyenete however is excrilentj 
or rather Pauline. 1 cannot however quit the sub- 
ject of ■ books, mthout heartily Joining wi^ yoo, 
in tlie wish of such a kind of supplement to De 
S(4is as you propose. Though I cannot at pre- 
sent enterupoo a confutation of your marmalade 
s<^histry,' 1 cannot help expressing Ae i^oasuce 
it gives me, that you wUl comply with Miss Read's 
request; the manner in which you prc^Kise to 
do it, 18 certain extremely proper, and vrorthy of 
yourself. 

1 am glad you have such good accotmts. frooi 
yopr colliery; indeed, whatever you. may think 
.about it, nobody loves money better tluui-1 dos 
both ibr my friends and myself, i hearmyi^ird 
LyU«ltO)i is expected soon- at Deal Castle, I 
hope public- ftSmn wilt ait last be settled for tbe 
best. It will be onC; proof, I think; ^^ they are 
so, if his Lordship has a share in the adaounistraT 
lion <>f them. Wilh all my.avacice c^-adraira- 
tioi), J have a great deal tU the serrice of a. cha^ 
ra(it^ like bis. I-am much obliged to: yen, ao^ 
most heartily thank you, for your very kind .re- 
membrance of -tbe time we so delightfully passed 
together at Tnnbridge; I can find nothing that 
T\ill, in any degree, replace the pleasure I then 
enjoyed. 
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enjoyed^ but ft frequent inteUigence that you de- 
rive the sBme atlvantage from the same place. 

I moat eiacerdy tbaak you for that variety of 
iioUe meditatioDfl, which you have pmnted out to 
me on a view of the ocean. I bad no rett tiU I 
had read your letter upon the 8ea-shor& X ac- . 
c<H:diDgly did read it there^ and heartily wished I 

could have been interrupted in my reading 

1^ the writer. You fiatter my local vanity, in 
the eMOpliment you {uy to. oud shore at D^. 
Indeed it i« much finer than any I have ey^ had 
an oppoituoity of senng. I spent a day lately at 
Margate, and quite blest myself on the different 
appeanuice of the sea. between that place and 
this. I had the pleasure of meeting with one of 
your brothers there. I believe it was Mr. Charles 
Roiiinson ; and, evea at the hazard of appearing 
very imp^ineot, 1 could not forbear speaking tq 
bim, and maJung an enquiry a£tec you. 

Pmy vmte own, not a long.letter, Iwt merely 
an accent of your health, with w^ich X shall be 
perfectly well satisfied, and look on it as. a proof 
that you retain that affection which has so gre^ 
pohaps. so uureasonable a share, in the Inppi- 
ness- of my dearest friend. 

Yonni^ &C. &c. 
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LETTER CXXXV. 

Deal, July 8, 1771. 

My dear friend^ 

Provided you altrays retain the Tirtoes 
of & good Christian^ I shall always be mighty 
glad to hear, of your being as rich as a Jew j 
and even if yoa were to forfeit wme of the ao- 
cofnpUshments of a Jine lady, I mnst be awkward 
Enough to rejoice, at your hering the hedth of ft 
dairy maid. However, as your genius takes a 
pretty ample sweep, I am in n» great appreheii" 
sion, but you may contrive to keep both. lenjoy 
by proxy, the beneficial effects of Tonbridge 
waters, on my friends ; and 1 heartily wish tnax 
dear Sylph had shared it, for I do not like the 
accounts I hear of her. If you have bewd iwy 
thing of her, pray menti(Hi it when you write, 
for she is a very idle correspondent herself. : 
You want me to be interested about the city 
election, alas ! for which side could one be much 
interested ? Not for Wilkes, who has been to9 
bad a man, for one possibly to suppose him a 
good patriot ; -nor for a ministry which has made 
use of such methods to prevent the freedom c^ 
election. In short, on all sides, there seems ao 
Utde 
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little to be hoped, and so much to be feared, that 
k is very difficult for any person, not influenced 
by partiality for either, to know how to form any 
wish. Happy are those whom the quiet ob- 
scurity of private life, exempts from taking any 
part, in such a state of public confaaion and dis- 
order! 

I never heard of- a more outrageously impit* 
dent falsehood, than that in the papers, which 
affirmed that Archbishop Sedcer was made a 
Bishop at thirty. I see it is contradicted in the 
last rtewB ; if those who invented it, ever read 
his life, they must surely flatter themselves, that 
nobody else ever did. 

\ I dare say ybu do miss dear liddy Dartrey, 
and he:r l6vdy fitiry child; nor do I wonder at 
yoar despair at parting with Mrs. J. Pitt and 
fiuoiily; people so good, so fneodly. and so 
agreeable as they are, muitt make a sad blank in 
the society they quit, for they must be much 
beloved. 

I am delighted that you have not any thoughts 
of going to the Installation, and give yoii all 
credit for your forbearance; but I certainly 
think the beat and the crowd would be quite too 
mach for your health, otherwise I should think 
U fnwtt be a strong temptation, as I imagine it 
thtiM be one of the finest sights, that mortal 
pomp 
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pomp and magnificence have to bestow. I orast 
confess, that if I could liavc seen it, with any 
tolerable ease, it would have been a raree-show^ 
greatly to my taste; but perhaps it is, from a 
false idea, that it would realize all one's imagi- 
nations of cliivalry, and Gothic grandeur, for 
which Windsor Castle is an admirable scene. 
You bid me be glad of the Bishop of Lincobi's 
preferment, but you do not tell me what it is, 
and I have sought In vain for it in the papers. 
Adieu, my deai* friend, I fear you have given up 
all thoughts of visiting this part of Kent this 
year, as you do not mention it in your last Hter. 
I hope the heavy clouds are all dispersed, uid, 
by this time, bst their weight, and leave you to 
the enjoyment of the same fine tuinmer-like days, 
as we have at present here. I am, &c. &c. 



LETTER CXXXVI. 

Dcai, JB/y 14, i;?!. 

Without tlie help of your explanation, 
my dear friend, I had presently discovered who 
your visitor must be. But, alas, it grieves me 
to find that mixed up with the aerial qualities of 
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the Sylph> these is bo alarming a proportion of 
the more mortal woman. Indeed her present 
state of health is terrifying', for it appears to me 
more eccentric than I ever knew it ; and one feels 
tbe more uncomfortable about it, from the know- 
ledge that she will never keep long enough to any 
one remedy, to allow it to be as beneficial to her 
as it can, merely becaose she does not find it as 
beneficial to her as she expects. There are very 
many intermediate degrees, between absolute 
health, and such a miserable want of it, as de- 
stroys all the enjoyment of life ; and, in cases 
which do not admit of cure, if people would con- 
descend to be contented with amendment and 
relief, their sufferings would often be reduced to 
a very tolerable state, and their minds acquire 
that tranquillity and cheerfulness, ivhich can 
never subsist amidst ineffectual wishes for an un- 
attainable ol^ect.- But, indeedj it i» our poor, 
dear Sylph's misfortune, in every pursuit, to raise 
her expectations too high, for the condition of 
mortality ; and this gives her that perpetual rest- 
lessness of body and mind, which harasses and 
wears out both *. She scarcely ever, I believe, 
enjoys 

* TliiB rcst1e«sn«si of mijid probably arose from soin« phy 

■ical cause ; and Mn. Cai ter seems to hav<r had a dread (bat 

it mi^t terminate, u actually was at lait the catc, in mental 

imbecility. 
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' ofgoyi any one olgecl, fnun the apprebsaHod 
(bat something better may posaihly be found in 
8n<rther. It is realty astonishing to see how this 
restless pursuit counteracts all tlie feelings of ber 
amiable and afiectionate heart. There are few 
(hingst I believe, that she loves like yon and 
JOB ; yet when she is with tu, she finds that you 
and I, not being absolute dtviaities, have ;no 
power of bestowing perfect happiness, asd- so 
from us she flies away, to try if it is to be met 
with at an assembly, or an opera. I could dwell 
by the hour on this subject, though, indeed, it 
affects and hurts me ; for 1 love her too vt^l, not 
to feel a very sincere uneasiness, at seeing hex so 
much less happy, than her sweet and eng^ing 
character, is qualified to make her. I am glad 
to find Mrs. Henry is to go in the mme ship with 
ber I fear it will be loftg, if «ver she retinas to 
Eo^nd agaia, which will be a very real lees to 
the society, who are acquainted with ber.merit, 
which is as high, as great good sense, jmned to 
the most undeviating uprightiiess, the- wipti un- 

imbecHity* Her state of mind seems to have been Qot-uolike 
that of Dean Swift ; b»t to her its conse(|nenCM were alle- 
viated as much as possible by the Lind attcotiont of her 
frieniis. Mrs. Carter, when she was in town, never on ittad 
goiqg to see her every day, though it wu b^ no ineant clear 
whether she knew hei once loved fri^ud or not. 

9 affected 
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vfiecteiliuetyj tnd tbe wwrraest, and most ae^« 
faBflewleOce can rci^p it. - 
• I heaud .lately Srom Mrs. Dunbar, who fa«d 
(laUed on tbem/ ths^ Lady F. Cooingsby and 
MrB. Triors, were quite well. Mn. J. Pitt it 
^ DoTBctshire, uad very welt and very iMHy* »s, 
God. he. thanked, the generally is in doio^ gwd. 
Her present scheme ii setting up a manufactwry, 
w4ucb wUl employ the poor people and their cbil^ 
dren, and may prove a la«tiDg benefit to them. 
But, toe probably^ ebe may meet with great diffi- 
ctaltijwin (hii exiuUcot detign, as jiie a Mtnated 
in tim miia. «f sneaggliag, which is ijje vtter 
deMnutiftft «f aH honcBt indnvtry *. 

By aB that I leam of Uw Ma^ate mufaeBadfl, 
^ WBB Its ^iet, and ai sober, aa the good di 
Isdie*, Httrag in a now, and talking as vett wi 
ikBif eaaid, inwchin Ibewny of some that I tore 
jMand you moit irrsrerentiy lau^ at laat.wiobnr, 
could make it I wish your Paris intelUgieaoe 
nay ban tbe gMtd i^eot of lowering the ladies' 
heads next winter, to some standard more con- 
sistent with the human form. I am glad you 

* Of' thu truth, in the utufttion in whicli she lived, Mrs. 
Carter had cDntioiial' and melancholy evidence conitantly 
before hei eyes. But she and alt her fktnily discouraged it 
u much ai was in their power, both by precept and ax- 
toaple. 

hftn 
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hne bad Buch good accoants from Mr. Mon- 
taga, and I hope you will hare no alarms that 
shall draw you from a place where you are re- 
ceiving so nradi benefit, and where I would wish 
you to continue the longest time possible. 

Your godson and his brother are with us, and 
feel both very bappy in your land postscript to 
them. The frigate, that earned Mr. Banks, aad 
the other philosopbers, to make obiemtion*,' J 
know not where, or ^wat what, is now ia the 
DowiM; -»id the asid philosophers .faaiw been 
on shore, and my neidiew* hare been wUd> to 
see them, m imter to ask them qnestiom of 'whkt 
they have been doing ; but^hap^y fiMrthenitfcegr 
have DererMlen in their ws^. HhmxMtiokity 
h unlrenid, and t^es in omhc: tcActe^ ««t.ftr 
fenA afrii cm be acquired-in the way of j^tiailiM 
aiidantwtei'. Adieu, ^a^^kainstfiridBd, Chid «tf- 
thiiie te^yoa cbeblnnn^.of health, aMiienny 
other. I am, ■ . : ^ 

. MMt&itbMly, Ac. ' '"; 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 

Deai, Attgita 30, 1771. 

A THOVsAND tbanbs to you, my dear 
rfiiend, for gt/ing me the pleasure of knowing 
lyou are so well recovered ; it is probable the late 
-flforms may have afiected your health. I bare 
•ddom known a more violent tempest, both of 
windend rain, than we had here two or three 
days ngo. The harvest about us is so nearly 
i'^ver, that'll did us no hurt, and never was there 
a finerseason known. Whether the Messing of 
faeaven wfil produce the eflects which ought to 
arise from plenty; time win shew; but there seems 
to have' been far some years, such a disposition in 
the good people of this land, to devour cor starve 
each other, that 1 fear, it is doubtfnl, whether tlje 
poor may be relicvfrd byla cheaper purchase of 
the necessaries of life. 

There are, I believe, no new Sermons of 
Archbishop Seeker's just come oat There hav« 
h^en seven volumes published since his death ; 
«nd it is more than a year, since the last of these 
appeared. They are, indeed, most admirable 
-discourses. The fairness and simplicity of his 
at^^Toents, and that penetrating force with whidt 

Tot. II. I he 
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he addresses tliem to the heart and conscience, 
render him, 1 think, the most capable of pro- 
ducing the icBbct, ftt vrhkb be faims, of any 
preacher I ever knew. After having finished 
these Sermons, I am at present going through 
Bishop Sherlock's :~ he. is, for the most part, 
very excdlent; but do yoit not sometimes find 
him too deaer: and are not you somettcoct 
Texed and offended, by instances of ingenioas^ 
sophisClry, which are rather less unbecoming the- 
bar, than the pdlpit ? In reading boofta of di- 
vinity, berides ^at IchieBy need, my own im- 
^proveII)ent, 1 hare a vieir to the selecting such as 
are proper to recommend to those, - who are iin- 
-tutppy enoBgii to Mve entcrb^ined pr^udioQit^ 
again&t the G«spel; and it isiu-prizingliowsery 
difficult it is to And, in tliis view, an une^eptioq- 
able auth{i»:. Alegt pf those with vvhom I am ac- 
f^uainted, in some instance or other, injure the 
cause oi tnrth, by a weak or- improper defence. 
And people tinctured by prejudices, or dispowd 
to cavii, tviH overlook aH the- strongest argu- 
ments, and contrive to strei^hen their 'own 
errors, from the weak ones. ArebbisbepSeckert 
are, 1 think, the least liaWe to any objecfion, of 
aHother; and^ if-the most vrfuaWe part of SKer- 
locks could be seleeteu, they.are .certainly amjyi,- 
iogly forcible tod MBvioeipg;. bat,.ia ,thfiic p^ 
fent 
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tent mixture, I shoald much fear n'hether, to an 
unbeliever, they inigbt not do more barm than 
good, though a Chrietian may derive very great 
advanfage from them *. 

. 1. thenk yoa for the history of the Dake de 
Choiseul's comic KTcnge on V^dtaire^ NfAbat 
ke has reaped just sach a harvest as he h^ 

: feasm to expect from the caltivation of such a 

. BoiL.> Whoever encourages vrickedaesfl by enter- 
ing into cMinection (I wUl not profene the nama 
of fciendithip) vrith a bad man, has no reason to 
e(Hi}>Iaii\ (tf ingratitude in relom for fads&vors. 
The wi<etcb, who outrageously violates bis duty 
to bcttvoi, can never, up<m any reasonable ground, 

- fas expected tex pi^aerve any regard to the obliga- 

. lama due to his iofisBior bene&cton. 

' *' Can lesser wheels, repeat their native stroke, 
^Vhcn the priiiic fonetion of the stiul is Lroke." 

Wbethar I ever do ur do not receive that Itmg 
Isttrr^ which you was so good as to lock up in a 
drawer foe me, I hereby giv* you a receipt in 
fuU of sdJ daiaands, in the article of long letters, 
. tULI am. ao .happy as to see you. Indeed, my 
heart is so omch more ioterifsted in your health, 
tfaati Boyhtadin your genius; and tiie ccracems 

* Mr^. Cartel's npinion of the norks of these two •miaent 
t>ivine*, continued uuchaiigei} to the last. 

iS of, 
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of my lieart are, moreover, of so much more im-r 
portance to rae, tlian those of my head, that I 
wish most lieartily to receive no more from you 
than a vessel of paper, which will be sufficient 
to convey to me all I want to know; viz. that 
you are well, and that you have not forgot me. 

I was very sorry to hear of poor Doctor Gre- 
gory's affliction, which, as far as one can Judge of 
his heart by his writings, he must have felt very' 
severely. Poor man, it is an alarming cinmm- 
«tance, that his daughter died of a consumption, 
as that is so often a family distemper. I tuive 
watched the weather, particularly « votre inten- 
tion ; and hope, upon the whole, you have found 
it toIeraWe, Uioogh riot perfectly &vorable. At 
least, I hope, whatever disagreeable intervals of 
sullen cloudiness inay have obscured your pro- 
spects, the evil has been merely external, and 
not reached your health, or interrupted your 
perfect enjoyment Of the society of yonr friends. 
I beg my affectionble regards to my Lord Xyt- ■ 
telton. Is his Henry published yet ? 

JMy love to the dear Sylj^, who has forgot me, 
and .to -Mrs. l^ncock who^has 'not; I have tiVe 
pleasure of talking them over sometimes with 
Lady Ancram aDdJVtrtt. Crotlon, who have been 
here good part of the Summer; and I hope will 
stay some weeks longer, as her Ladyship's health 
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is much improred by the sea and riding'. All thif 
intelligence is not for you, who do not know her, 
but for Mrs. Vesey who does. A vous pour la 
vie, my dearest friend. 



LETTER CXXXVIII. 

Deal, Stptembcr IS, i;?!. 

I HEARTILY rejoice, my dear friend, that 
the afiair vrbicli brought you to town, and gave 
yoi} so mucb perplexity and distress, is, so well 
settled. It must have been extremely trying to 
your dijtpcffiition, to have seen so much unfeeling- 
ness, when you was doing all you could from the 
very best of motives, his welfare here and here- 
after; but you must have been refutidby the 
happy reflection, that, as your teDdemesa wat, 
on this account, so particularly necessary to the 
poor sufTerer, it lias pleased God to put it into 
your power, to render j^ eSectual to his comfort, 
if he chuses. 

The Portsmouth story has never carried any 

great air of probability. If Britain is not mad, 

what a horrid wretch he muMbeJ The present 

times, bad ae they are,, yet \ hope are not yet so, 

bad. 
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bad, as to jirodoce any such efTects ftam thn 
story, Bs may be &(a1 to iniioceiit people. One 
shudders at the thoughts of wliat plots, and ra- 
niours of plots, have occasioned in fonner reigns. 
At all events, it is a sad symptom of our situa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Dunbar telle me, that she has read in the 
papers, that our Sylph is landed in Dublin. I 
suppose it is from the Irish newspapers^ and, if 
our Sylph had not been very idle, she might 
have acquainted us with her safe arrival before 
this time. The. short saspence of your sweet 
airings, by those two dreary, wet days^ has pro- 
bably made yon enjoy, with the more spirit, this 
delig-htfoi harvest weather, by which most hap- 
pily they are succeeded. Yesterday was the 
finest day we have had in this part of tlie world 
this summer. I had a most delightful walk iit 
the evening, and enjoyed the most beautiful 
Vievr of the moon, rising out of a calm sea, in the 
Warmest, sweetest evening imaginable. 

I hear we are going to be prodigiously magni- 
ficent in this jicighbouriiood, by the arrival of the 
Princess Amelia, at the distance of two or UiKce 
miles from this place. I have some reason to 
Jjelieve it tnie, and yet the house said to be takers 
does not seem to me big enough to contain her 
Uoyal Highoesse's faji; with all the proper officers 
belong- 
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belong;ing to it Great doiiiga I bear at Mar^e, 
more masqueradea, O dear, O dear, must extra* 
v«gBnce and folly travel thus to the very liuuts of 
the laod ! i trould write laore, but my aching 
bead says nay, mad I must to my pillow, «o 
adieu. 



LETTER CXXXIX 

' Deal, October ir, 1771. 

I ajECEiTED Yiith great pleasure, my 
dCiEur friead, the accoui^ of your being safe ar- 
zivied ^ your jooriiey's end, and that yon found 
ypup colliery going on in a prosperous way, and 
that Mr. Montagu bore his journejr well, after 
^1 he has suffered. I rejoice that Mr. Matthew 
JRobinion * Iras given your mind so much east, by 
a promise which;, I hope in G^, he will not b» 
called upon to perfwoi. It is certainly faowover 
right, fi&r you to have taken every human and 
.|tnideftt precaution. When this point h^s been 
perfiHwed, the next ia witiiout solicitode to con- 
figa the event to him who never dies. 

i ■ .f Aftocwardi Mril Rskcbjr. 
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- No doubt but poor Lady Mary Scott's- conduct 
i» fuHof incoRfiistency and folly. But luoh is- 
ever the cliaracter of ungoverned pasilons, let 
the degree of UDderstanding be what it will. I 
never heard wliethex her uiarriag'e was agreeable 
to her own choice, or a mere destination of hec 
father. In the latter case, though nothing can 
excuse such terrible guilt, it is entitled U> more 
cotnpassioH, I think she cannot now be much 
more than twenty. General Scott has acquired 
his fortune by gaming. He plays, as it is' called, 
very feirly ; but so much upon system, that, I 
have been told, he drinks nothing but water, that 
bia head may be always perfectly cool. What « 
contrast between this deliberaie principle of ra- 
pine, and the. violent impetus of his Itdy's-pas* 
sioiis ! How could any man have the follyto. en- 
trust 1^« virtue of his daughter to such a di^ 
ret:tor!-+- , 

; linid K— — 's daughter has certainly a full ex^- 
cusefor the irregularity of her conduct,' by th6 
disorder in hermind ; aud is much less an object 
v«f censure, than her father, in the pnblicaiionof 
*uch Ofunions, as tend to remove tbemerctfulj 
and only univewaHy effectual reetraint, which fte 
awful check of Divine Authority imposea on the 
wild demands of the passion.s. 1 never yet heard, 
that any infidel deni«d, but that Christianity 
tended 
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t^ndfid to'ftnpffotfc 'flie laonh, and secure tlie 
peace of society.- Then what excuse cart thcire 
be for those who «tideftTOTir to weaken its autho- 
rity. People may have pitiable doubts them- 
selves of its truth, but no one can hare a cer- 
tainty that it is felse ; and mere doubts can never 
be a justification, for endeavouring to unsettle 
the principles^ and disturb the peace of others. 

Why does Dr. Beattie sell the copy of his 
works f It is ahominable he should have such a 
shabby price for the second edition of the Min- 
streL 1 am obliged to you for having given me 
an account of our Sylph ; I am not yet entitled to 
bearfrbm her/ as my answer to her last cannot 
yel have reacfed Lucan. What, and by whom, 
are . the' Travels round the Worhl, vfhich you 
mention f fori have not heard a syllable about 
them, except front your letter. Yon ask me if 
I never visit my friends at Canteibury ; but, iw- 
deed^ except the two days wiiich 1 speet with 
Mrsi-Duntnr at Margate, who sent a convey- 
tatcti'iSae lae, I- have never 'stirred oot 'Of this 
|tkcei beyond the Hmits of a^walkj end usoftlly * 
short one, foir I have nevet been able to exte^ 
il'fer enough to reacli some visitH'which I want 
to pay in the country. ... 

The dear Penningtons' are all with us ; my 
^istcT oame for change of air, and is, thank God, 

■ ■^ very 
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very oradi b^ter ; tbey Ulie up « goo*} dtd pf 
0iy time, and not bcug veiy BtouC I h»vc ap^ 
much time or inclinatitm for mvcb exeitien, and 
the weather has been dreadfully wet and daiag, 
which you koow alvmys affect*, 

Yoftn tmly. 



LETTER CXL. , , . 

Jha^lfovcTrittrl, 1771- ' 

Inbebd, my dear friend, y$Hi^.&ceiM.# 
most aDreasooaUe face, uot to be in (^.Q^aUfi 
good humour, either at home or abroad. ., J^ 
this tiaie I hgpe it has got into -better tefspfVi 
fHQd will at 1^8t «ufi«r you to utnan yo^vaelf iiy 
your Qwn fire-iide. I should b%ve mwffeT^.y^nt^ 
JtO^r^Mfore, but I do not jlike to wrjte^tO) y(^ 
when tfiyispirits are in an ■nncsmSnFtftble itfid^ 
•rhichithey have been for vftae tiine,pa«t, umy 
filler, has been iU.ajid suffienng;very.wwh ; b^^ 
th^nk O^d, to-day he ia.miu^.better, wd^M<afl| 
i U*9 '. th«e has not, I am Umnkful tosay^ b««9 
any appearance of danger, but at his age, apf 
with hU very great dislike to taking any kind of 
nediane, I eJwayR feel abfiued. He is^ in re^ 
§ard 
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gard to refnedies Which are judgfd pn^m fw 
btffl, to^ mflch like our Syfpb, in not enough di8*> 
tinguishing, betireen perfect ease, andgrebtpaio; 
and seems t$ think, that what does not produce 
tbe one^ is no kind of guard against the other. 

I am grieved to ftndby the papers, that our poor 
friend Mrs. Howe has lost ber brother *. I think 
you did not know hire. By what little I have seen 
of fakn, 1 should judge him to be a rery consider- 
able loss to his family. He appeared to nje re- 
nwt^Uy pleasing; and, I believe, he was both 
i» understanding and acquired knowledge, av«fy 
iHtraoidipary young .man. I have not beard in 
what manner Miss Howe mpports this stroke* 
her^feetion for him vsed to hartb«r haakh fK- 
Ireoiely, uiK>h every ftbsence. How wiU it st^td 
4bs kut «ep%ratioti ! ^t people ape wouderfvlly 
tarri^ thrqugjb (uch ciTcumttances, «gio buoMn 
lianesigk appear in«ui^ort«l)|e. { wn>te to our 
MeaA 8 day or tv& «go, wbii^i was as aom as I 
bad^etfd wHll any •cMtemty^^b eT«nt* 
f We itdTe 4erj<iUe aeoomrts in the nevspapeMi 
^ 4te Amtjp llffM «t K«tw£aii£le. . I iwpe Ur. 
lfe«tq|pi;is wQt thfTO, n«r miKEfa eugqgni in it, 
*»r>wj|rwrf^ dupag^ by ii* JnJoed i Iwpt 
r*i7 tiltte -of it «ay bff tiu«,.- probably |Iw saU 

merchants 
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merchants in London may make an inundation 
in the coal mines, witli the same view as the 
stoct jtAbers kindle a war. 

I could not lielp feeling shocked to-day, on 
reading the Chamberlain's order for a ball on the 
I^incess Dowager of "Wales's birth-day, at a 
time when she is in such a state, that perhaps' 
before it arrives^ be may be obliged to change 
his advertisement into an order for her mourning. 
One would thinks in her deplOTable slate, all the 
court etiquette would much better have beert 
avoided. It cannot be necessary to conceal a 
danger from herself of which if can bardly be 
supposed she can possibly l3e ignorant, 

I have beard nothing of Capt. Fielding "since 
hifi return to England ; I hope his native afr will 
restore-him, bot'the accounts before his arrivaT 
were 'V<ery uncomfortable. He had sit relapses 
into the distemper of that horrid climafe, and 
hi* suflfe^ngs, pdor sdul, have been extreme. 
I hopoi-it wiH p!ea.4e Ood to sparie him to'hiil 
feraily, ta-wh(ftn''he would be a sad loss, as I ' 
believe him to b>e a most excellent young mait} 
they have; ts yow may suppose, been Jp very 
great disUvss about him ; Lady Charlotte Vinch 
hra f^ for him as for a son of her owUj and that 
is saying every thing; for she is, I thinks the 
most amiable of a]l parents, I ever koew; ia- 
deedi 
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deed in all respects, she is a character moat un- 
commonly great and good, and unites a high 
dignity of rirtuej with a most sweet end cd- 
gagittg temper ; which continually prompts het 
to endeavour at procuring that happiness' for 
othersj which spirits harassed and oppressed by 
various trials, will not allow her to feel for herself* ' 

.In a case of such very essential importanceatf 
the blessing of health, surely, my dear friend, 
you. will think it necessary to exert your good 
sense and your virtue, in i^positioQ to the tentp- 
tatton of being merely civil ia the estimation ^ 
the world. You can have no diflScuUy to En- 
counter from yoiir friends, who are too sensible 
of the value of ,such a life, to wish to sacri&ce 
it to their own particular gratification, whenever 
tliat will interfere with ^eir general end. So 
that indeed, I think, if your own inclinaUon and 
endeavours are. very much in earnest, you may 
enter into society not a stop furtber than you 
find perfectly consistent with your hedtfa. ■ In- 
deed it would be downright sinful, after it has 
pleased' God to re-establish it in a mannnl'quite! 
beyond our hopes, if you were ta laviih it away 
upon any of the foolish ceremonies wid affections 
of a town U&. I am too tenderly- interested in 
(his point, not to use every endeavour in my 
povrer to prevent your fanning mto mischief; 
but, 
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btttf aUs ! the vfotU vres muck too bard for ax 
last winter, and I sliaU be beppy if it is len 
powerful in tbe next. I wifh yoti to be in so- 
ciety, because it u good for yon, and because 
you are one of ita chief wnamentaj but do not, 
pray do not, run wild. I found society in tb« 
summer very nsefiil to me at times, when I was 
neither ill enough to be confined, nor weB enough 
to apply to any thing. There have been a good 
many of my friends at Deal this year, and as i 
sew enough of them to enliven my spirits, and 
hot eaough to fetigue them, tb^ did m^ ■ grest 
ieai of good. I am heartHy glad that tbs i«o»- 
T«y «f tb« deeds has d^vered ysv &om tile 
<< MU9 probttHdi'' thM the ho^ital woirid haw 
lAposed oti ydu. 

Lady Diirti-ey wrote me a very comfortable 
•cco«Bt«f your look^ which I hope to see vu^- 
fied aooQ after. Chri^mas ; I eaanat, by.ftky 
means, come belbre the usual (irae» though yea 
«» kiiuUji and affectien^y wish A«. i sfbfdl 
vrite abou^ n; lAdgings next week, if my tafiiiK 
has QG^ bad refura of his disocvler ; but I hanr« ^ 
baart to 4o it till he gets stoat, and 1 can Imw 
him with ooulort ta my own feeKi^, and a.iiHiAl 
cert^ty that Jie will net want ma. Adieu, ^niy 
dearest Jiriend; pray, in temeaibming mc, ifr* 
meudicr n^ advice, ai it contes fium « heart 
whose 
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vhtiBt happiMM is rauoli d^i>eniiant on yoor 
heaillij and jkwt CfmtiQacd affection to 

Youn, &c. Ac. 



LETTEH CXLI. 

' Deal, l^oTeinber 14, 1771, 

Wbwwme, ray dear frieitft, to you ftre- 
.«i^ in HyWtreet, wbkfa I am ghd to find you 
089, eewtrive ta soaAo u quiet and solitary m 
)]"9ar.&ie-»de tR Berirahire, with the adraoUige 
«f b^l^witbuB micb cf httman creatitfes, when- 
ever you &nd them preferable to silence and 
iStfoae, 1 BKNt faiphly ap^ad yoar nsieting 
tba erepifig society, Trfaicti would bare saooeedcd 
qt&tiguing moming;. 1 bupe, de tatu at temSf 
Jtefbe,vafarm^ Uiat yoa perserere iathislnidaUe 
j^poiition.jbo qeducti9tr, and then . L shall JBattw 
nijtfwlf^ .witli the happinen o£ fioidinf you in faU 
.poneuion of all lliat treasnce «f bealtfa^ wbk^ 
y9« oi^Heeted from: tba air %nd "vrater ef Toa- 
: hriAgst.. X am afraid the last week «f fine we*^ 
.tber, :hsA wiMle you a .little regret iBwiag the- 
fountf y ; ttBt indeed, 1 beUeve Ijaaim is better 
Ajvyyu^lwi ^cr country, for» witlt/ ail tit's fl«t- 
.,.. . tcring 
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ierms; stppearencw of the ^Ity, i( ii ^verely «dMI, 
and Samllefon} doM mjlt -seem -k good ^ttt^ioh for 
an invalid, except in the heat of tuitfimer. 
I have not Awntioned the marribge of ^ Sir 

*W to MisS G ; he ia cert&iuly v*ry 

happy, by your acconnt in his choice. ' BMWill 
a-lady so accomplished, as you deScribe her/ be 
equally fo IB her'e? However, if he- is gtood*- 
natiircd, and has seiise enovg-h to place « idae 
value on 'snch a wife, all may be well: > The 
fUiiily, in this case, 'depends mniM more on Yhe 
heartiban the bead. Otie mnei'he gtetd' thhtf 4Atfc 
]K>OF 'Du(!h«EB" i^ 8fi 9ucb B diBfance."ft is*^^ 
A^utAi- extn^ely fit that Sii" W— i^^'slftjWd 
maH^^b*tt-tKe bustle iwftst bfe neofea9wifJ'''Tei^ 
i|>ai\i«Pft)*erJ- "Ji: ■-. ...» ...i . ,; \N, ,.f 
i •I'hfe^a Ittter- froih"Mw. J*ilt !aSt *eA ? th*y 
af6:aI|'WeIt%n^ d^V'n^t come' t6 town tHI^^i- 
©HrHti6tft.'-'-''Fh4y-Wjfve'1ieen;ftt'l*brf*ino'utf(/«rta 
she rfrakA Sofrte'bBservatioiw oft ■the hiaAtttt^itf 
whirtS»W'rtfca-yt!^elt''wife the -ffcenei' sl¥e sa# 
ttWK*^' WhiA-^o.'-feitjWiV-hhtiA- ■» -her- h*ad '*nd 
miff^ ^ieh;-'^}nd«ed;'' is t(ie «a8eHv1ttfttll'iW# 
t<At^.'''Bufi{n^«!''a^'th»en]y fnMafxJSetlHwftkb 
Sig^sd^t^%'y:l(}6&'inc(»moiunkattv«idifip(iNtiori; 
ft)f«h^'wRiitio#aiIeW^Me^vei<4o'tiho>irlb«nt to ftrf 
1l9»{aRVJCa^^ €h{;'Pffeldifig^Mii a('n>i«fl^difth'; 
iUfi dined with them. ^ Mrs. Pitt give» A-iad 
account 
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accoont of hii appearance, yet both he and bi» 
Iplit V igftnn^d thfU h^ vra» wrjuiziq^}! better ; 
be.ift gpne M> Ba^, -wi tbece are bi^s that the 
waters, will entinely, cure hitn. 

, I am sorry Mri- Scott is so.uoweil ;, Miss Tooii 
,yfbo^^ft»gt»yinghi Deal this. loiDnwr, made most 
hoo^rable mention of her. We are to have a 
full family .next wepk, alt the {'ennin^Da' are 
coining to celebrate my father's .birth-day^ which 
is quite, a yeuly gala with us, fornevermisa 
-£ilber b)»Uer bejovedj for never was there one more 
^e#efvi^^ it. . H4 i», thank Godj, ant^zin^y 
itf^j and ^hfiMgb be baa suffered mueb, yet the 
«#i^|c b^.b^ftn «lii^t by companaeOj an^ we 
bl^ijsitay. DBasQp to think and know, that Sit 
^i . PftlWle-'^ ^recfiipt baj) hwa of tbe {greatest 
benefit to him ; I must mention it> becuiw it a 
^gti^Dipjcthat any body, may take it. .A|w«nd 
9|i4 a!qaar(«r of hopey, taken ifi any nay. you 
plflMffi'^ery; month ; tbe .effe^japon my father 
i«isyi^ri?:ing, and. has kept, him fr» .frooa any 
teriott^ atlapb of the gravel for many ramtlu^ 
-.rOvciMw^pppers^ive stj«[^> dark, cdnftued 
«G<t9mUs]of the,.«xaminatiQn (^ the, PoitsmoWh 
affHk«> es'fiur«»:OQe can jod^ frpn this kind 
9I iwit^^wpi, it kxdu max th»a ady tbutg 
M^ « scheme of low villany, of oqp : or , two 
vretehffd proQigales : t^ gab sodh. ^»dnfitage 
;:.voL. o. IC ■ J ^y 
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.% pretended discoTems, at * time vrbtn the 

. discontents of the people rmder them io disposed 
to adopt every suspicion of a plot. A most 
miserable symptom of the present state of t}ie 
nati<ni. It it to be hoped the affair will be most 
diligently searched to the bottom. What strange 
horrid letters ar6 continually pobltshing in the 
name of that ivretch Britain ! Is it supposed 
that there is any foundation for his assntionsP 
Siirely the ministry will, for their oWn sakes. 
bring him to a feii* open examination, Die only 
effectnal way of cOnTincing their enemies, if hi* 
testimony is felse, as is most probably the ease. 

1 Wve, witTioiif Wte least success, been running 
over in my thoughts, every person at aD likely to 
fie fit for the ttfBco you Viatne,' and I have eou- 
sutt^d' Mrs. Utiderdovrn, but neiAer of us can 
hhibiif'oni, whbrif I conld ventore to recom- 

, mend. Aflthe people in this place -are fully en- 
gaged, either in lawful or unlawful -trades, in- 
deed their attachment to the latter is so strong, 
that most of them had rather si^Ser wftnt and 
hunger, than apply themselves 1o any thing else. 

. —Some of the smugglei^j by Klateactiof vio- 
ituvk knd ftAy, with reg^M to thk tennnedSi- 
e^rt, hiVe bccftsi/ffied St^itrs lobe q^akei^ 

. Vfip'Jn the toW; and by an insult to one<^ these^ 
prDbabiythe number ivifl- b« iDtnased, and-ms 

...;.. 2 rfudl 
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slkaH be dragootted itMiont more^ ; A'^etf 'Ai' 
«greetfbte circuitntuncig to ^itiet, sbbfer^ md 
ohlerly people, ' to have il s<e( of pom, wretcbedj 
proSigBte, siveating soldieH, i6'<^e^ ^tr^t*. 

"Adka, Injr dearfrietid: 1 caitnOt help'ffeetlri^ 
« ^ittf de s0Hr, and tigMness tf spirits, M fhe 
thoogfato'^ yourlmng got witbin a \^m ditflatice 
ofnoe ; k will not, 1 bope, be vay many weeks 
befoi>e I am so happy as to be stuck close to your 
elbowl JBn aitendatU, I ant tnott faithAilly, 



- I^ETTBR GXLII. 

YbAit kind wishes, my dear friend, are 
MAiertfr, I thank God, very successful; I am 
4dHe in spirit* about tby &Uier, ^ho is most ^e- 
moritaUy well; bet!t«r'than I have Men him for 

Y iM'n.)» MimticHinl ta ihc koMrof Ibe army in ibi 

, ^oiMbt ttolf, ilbal .there are Jiifw ,«xtaii^v« lMriack% teiy 

jiear the town, which have been filled with the military 

(hiring all fhe laic war; and that scarcely any instance of 

- tthM^er or prt}ftglA:y has occnritd for many years ainonf 

tUMMttWi'sWAKiatflittlMiroacersiiAne. ' 
■■ ,.. %.% a l0Q|f 
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a Ion;; time. I.am ^uch obliged to you (or mto-> 
tioning the. medicine that cured Mr. •Garrick, 
tboujjh, as you write Uie best nense an^ \f^ 
worst liand of any gentlewoman . in Europe, 1| 
could never have made out the name of tbe au- 
thor,' without tbe assistance of a friend 'Wboi was* 
with me, and wlro bad happened to have ^^ar^ 
of him, and who. will make an enqairy aboiitbi*< 
lixivium. • . ■ -. 

I rejoice that dear Lord Lytteltod and Mr< 
Stillingfleet are recovering. Such cbaracteiH ar9 
not only important to their friends, but to the . 
world in general, who very much want a few 
more such examples. If you felt tbe weaUwr 
last week, 1 tear you must have felt still nuve., - 
tbe outrageous tempest of wiud and rain of last 
Sunday night It quite demolisbed my poor, 
weak, silly head for that day and the next, but I 
am now better. But we iifust.not coq^plaiii,-for 
We liavQ had some most dejightful fiuc daySj^Tjea 
in ttiis gloomy, month and,part of the lait^j ap4.I 
made all the proiit.of theju I could.- .There is IH> . 
great prospect of many more, brfore I have .the' , 
felicity of. sitting qni«tly in your dressing<rooDi, 
and eitjoytng one of those dclicioiis tiie-h-tHes, -■ 
that fully compensate even for such a.day qf 
qiiiet, sober, penetrating raiq a^ to,4ay.;,,tbereiii. 
not a breath of wind, it will tberefiwa reader the 
ways 
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ways imprecticahle to people whose rambliDg 
gtWhis-ischeck'^'By unconiplyin^liealth. ' ' 
■ ' Indeed, ihy dear friendj I rtiust eiiter my pro-. 
Heat, ttoweym* linsuccessfblly/againftt your going 
~ ta tbe {JIay. It seems to me, tliat one evening 
pifit there, may be prejudicial enough to your 
tibMi, to coiiirteract the cool, quiet solitude of 
a wwk passed in your dressing-roofn. t h<^^ 
yinir Nctfthifem btosine&i is «ll happily dispatched^ 
and honest Edward Browne trotted back to his 
station nnder the pole-star, to which his coni^itu- 
Ubti if,' I believe,, much better adapted than 
yeurs; as well «s his disposition. For as ^ward 
Wfth-aS his merit as a very upright man, has in his 
coHipositioh, a due proportion of the bear, he is 
m^ttSitiirably well qualified to deal with your un- 
tffwslrd gentry there. Not but your presence ipaj 
Rometimes be necessary to r^gulat^ mfitters, an^ 
p/etehre'to'hatnaiiity its just rights, and kcepmep 
and' b^n within their proper bounds. Adieu^ 
my dearest friend, all else I have to say, I shall 
retarve till we meet ; for just now I am quite in 
a -IMiitie, aad hardly know how I found tiine to 
«ay''i4' 'niieh. - Alt here desire to be ktHdiyanct 
respeclfiilly rt^nlembered to yoii ; my' father jJar- 
tieulariy for your good wishes on his birtli-day ; 
.—-I liope it wilt please God to bless him with 
many more, as be at present lias the fiill enjoy- 
. '■- ' ■ inent 
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hmM of all tli* fteultiee, which is OtegMalait of 
an btettin^ 9i hit age.— ^God geiid, my dear 
friend, that if you and I live to be as old^ -ire 
any be eqaally &vared by tiw jQiTer-of all gaoi, - 
and let me add equally grateful for it ^. Onoe 
mon» Ood Urns yen, ^rays ' 

Yowii traly^t 



BETTER CXLIU. 

^ Clargei Street, Mof 30, 177:2:.. 

A THOUSAND thanks to'yodj' my iJear 
friend, for the kind and welcomeinlbmiatibn of 
yoiir lining got fiaPe and well to TtinbriiJge. I 
should haVe thanked yon fOr it by Thursday's 
poBt: but indeed I wa^ so excessively tfred with 
riiy'Riking on Wednesday night,' and a long walk 
which I ^as obliged to take ttfe next morning, 

' * BotK t)n»e ifeqiKiU, AR.tht Wiiitor-hatmterf.mmAtU 
bOkve, wMegr^ited. >fai, Cvt^iUwd ^ fc(^«9ti» ye«lk 
in « very remrkabie poHeuioii of her ynJtvMADiJilie.J^ 
■enset. Mn. Montagu dieil in her 82d year, without any 
ifailure but in faer cyc-sigbt; ahd front the knowti piety of 
both U«ie«, their thankfulneu ind gmOttik M tbe Almighty 
MMiot b« ^Dujjrted. - .:.■,'!■ 

that 
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mtti to bo aurCj «\(0r into- the imagioMion qfc 
yvttr fluuntry gentlewoioin what fUtigi^ Fe &)9' 
ladici an &(ed t« endare in the exwcise jpf 4f' 
Ixudoalife. ^ : : 5 

The company at Bath HoiMe^' both' oC^ibbMu 
and ^ctatoiB was extremely numerous. I be- 
HeVe you would tiot have .been so well pleased- 
intfi any %Biire there, as your sweet little god- 
4ftHg;hterj (qs whom Mrs. Pulteney had contrived 
• &ncy dress extremely simple and pretty. I 
4iink aOB^ of the characteiB jdeased me so weU 
89 a lady ia a man's domino, who talked not per- 
haps in the language, but upon the principles of 
^ .maccwooi, with great cleverness (ind spirit, 
9gd v4U^ t^ >noBt gallant conteE^pt of all order, 
4ece]}C|f,. good sense,, and hifmanjty, ^ndindee4 
"ir^.the -veverest a^d best «|Qtirist upon. these 
Wf|et€l^ I-havp ever he^d., } cptild not find out 
wbP Sfae was. I ipttst mention cue odd circum- 
ft^ia<^ .of the evening. . 1 vft^s accosted Jay a 
mack, wborn I presently discovered, and after we 
hBd'diac^uned alkde vvlule, and )«er«jnst p«jrted^ 
«a turwi^' my head i saw Uord P^dmH^h, who 
i^akedme U I knew that mask? To which I 
lunawered yes : I believe it is J^ady BelV. Grey, i* 
knot? ".Yjaftitis.'-, T^ asking this question, 
phkiody not 6>r the s9tf.fi of infiwrnation, aud <^ a 
;.7,;t • person 
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person with vrhom he Wbs not at alFacqtHilntnd, I 
tlitnk proves that he'vcas pleased with ttte-aub* 
jiect. It is said Lord IVIarchmont has made the 
proposal and that it lias been refused ; bat whe- 
ther this be true I know not. If the character 
given of Lord P. ia just, 1 hope it is not. 

I cannot tell whether yen heard before you 
went of a letter written by Lady W. tft her 
fether, in which slie inforntrlitnTthat die has the 
Duke of Gloucester's pnmission (o declape, that 
she was married in 1766. The ceremony was 
performed by Dr. Green, Dean of Salisbury; 
flhe is not to take the title of Dachess of Glou- 
cester. - - ■ .' .-:..■. 

i met Lady F. Coningsby and Mrs. 9\evof 
yesterday at Mrs. Talbot's, and delivered ymrr 
kind compliments. I shall see Lady Juliana Peifn 
this day. My father and T are to set"oiit>mt 
Tuesday next, and I hope shall be at Deal h"^ 
Thursday or Friday, where I.shall h(q>e for the 
pleasure of hearing that you go ort protpetOBsIy 
with the waters. The weather heS beeti Veiy 
ferorabie except one day. I begin to grt>w im- 
patient to leave' London, which will Boon becoitfe 
merely smoke an^ brick houses. I was grierihg 
to think I shnuM leave it on the very day of Mrs. 
Fielding's return ; but I am so lucky to catch a 
glimpse of her, as she is arrived befbue' 'Lady 
Chariotte, 
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<3nriatte,:tamMiBipaDy Mr. I^iddajg in h» ^y 
tct Plyasovlb.' Ji-^sai, my. deanvt fneiuL J aiq 



I^ETTBR CXLIV. 

I>e»I, Jimr 8, mi- 

Yoim lettCT itrrived here, my dew 
friend, a few houn after me, and made me happy 
|)][.99 SOo4 oni vc«u«t ai I could welLhope from 
9,coiutijtutian.not formed tastnodin " wind and 
Wn^' \}^ ^ *^ Qf the man in true blue. I 
hope, however, after this temporary inconve- 
p^fli^, : the Tuiihcid||;e waferi will ^ve you an 
»P|>e|itQ .to sharq in the g^n^^ bieasiDg of 
P^Oty, which, it is to be hoped, th^ leasonable 
^9^efs wilt produQe. .Itjwas delightfiil to seie 
hflW.(bQ wbeajl looked all the way on the road. 
Mj^.^tfier, J thank Qod^ bore l)ii journey ex- 
t*;eiwiy,wejl; we )H«ffed;*it T«nBtal till Friday 
Qtpiaiing^ ^ji^ fonqjcL; the Pennington*' tolerably 
9'(jli q^M^pt poor. Jani«p, who bad OQe of his 
^tfiBidLa. I bieji«YeJhe» i>.j[tQt.tbele»^ cau^e for 
'.■-.■.. appre- 
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aUathmnot He ttqnircid aAn- ^ou btftae I vm 
got fairly ont of the chaiae. 

I read Mr. Jiwia^ piddkation in great faorte 
one day while yoa were dressing, and have not 
uen it since: The poetry is certainly beantifal, 
bat the genend idea it gare me was, that of Ite 
being too Grecian and claisical for an Oriental 
design. I am gUd yon «re. pleased with Dr. 
Hard's Xiectures. I think there ii something 
origisfd iat ha naanner of treating the subject: 
and I scarcely ever met with a writer who jdaced 
obj4!ctitmB in «o iair^Ml strong a1%bt indeed 
lber« is BTery noble «Dd )il>trd.4pirit(ttuwigfa 
the wh(^ work, and he points out v«ry eacbot^ 
ifaflBgh' with great deecncy, thei btal- misfftkei^of 
toting th« trttiha of ohrivtiapity OA aaty oth«t 
fiMndation than tbetiMpel. - -'I'l 

: 1 oneiaomiag picked op ^kTawh Bolc|}«eit 
aad nad, Ib«^eve, tnost of them. i-doBotiifVS 
to censwre, e^ttftisi eases of inpfntatace, wfni 
the worM -in general appforesj' but -on* i^ly 
/AtnAswttha friend; aad lo-fay broth/ if- •ita^ 
not known 9(uHe iMlancai of tlw same kiad^ I 
aboald have been surmized at tfie psblk appro- 
bation ef^efa Tliey appM^ to me just what 
] expected to find Iheia, mere pert poiamra place 
m&a^ tegged with wtsersMe rbyne. 

I ha?e 
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'. I fakve heard Mthini; of our friend sbce 1 1^ 
town. Mra. J, Pitt arrived in Arlington-«tfeet 
most vexatiously on Moodsjr nighV but was come, 
d^.bn bueiness, and to :8tay liut a day; she 
bindl^ inteodisd J» bave given me a glimpse of 
hCr the^next mornii^ between eight and nine; 
bat AkArl I vns -to set out at fire, so i did not see 
her. >IJady"P. Ooontgnby, and Mr. Peaa'-s 
fiMUilyiwtre tolesive London eariy m tbis weak. 

' I bBTft sever read Mr. Mcde^ ezccft in oth* 
wtiten^ uut I believe he has been fisdad so vwy 
iise&diui asaidaiit ia the stndy of the^pmtiliaciei. 
Aatjuarlyall fan works bsve b«en transeiihad iHf 
3alnn«tttiMas oh Uie snbject of which he baa 

'^I b^my CMnpliments to Miss Gregarj w ha fc 
yu^ writ*; b* «o good to hicHtion in one word 
£he BOoeesB of the Valencia caose, whiehnmBtba^ 
t'nq>pose^ Addedby this tjmfc i think your 
m^dvemdot <rf «Ie rato bread was exceUeuk; 
aai J widi the pepulaoe niight'thivk so tso. 

iUlfaereamancfayaorai; audi moretbanai 
ibtfw^iUltesideiii^doar.friend-Si 

Most obliged, ^c. 
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LETTER CXtV. 

D«al, June 20, 1772- 



1 ImsBD, tn; dear friend^ I at thbihstant 

ftti very ilroa^y the Cwoe of the prguAee, ttuA 
Qite'B «wa houae U the beat oi aU poauMe hotndl. - 
99 I an just returned from a visit, which-' it cost'' 
me a great eQbrt of resohition to pay. ' II is true 
that I have a very laadaUe affection fweanoer- 
mNm, bot then it is equally true, tiiat I- mortaDy 
bate to2ftmg-,ttid consequently I bav« no natural 
talents for a visit. Yet a visit is a part cd* lifb, A 
debt which in raany eases one owes to the ^eral 
rdation of human «reature« to each other, utd ' 
.which one itas no right to wi^iboM mady bc^ 
cause, it) may hai>pen to ootttrtidjct some mcflh 
agrfteaUe arausemeiit. Wey, ^ttead kOe, I hwfe 
dcaie my duty, end-ain fIowt> badt-^iHth tensi^Mt ' ' 
to tbe^ quittand cheM^lnesa of my own ^(le ' 
apsftiM&t, •^d'lbfr confersatiot) 6t my dWl^' 
friendt' .' ■ i* ■ -■ - ''"•' ■■■ 

IhaM exceedingly rejoiced in £bii fine season '' 
of ^'dry .weather, partieidariy as it has been'sfi 
fiivourable to your pursuit «t Tunbridge. . I hopo> 
whfle it conliaues you will bestow as mttch ttin» 
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as yoa cah JXBsibly spare in laying in a stock of 
liedth for Uie remainder of tbe year. A few 
weeks more of idlene^j may qualify yoa f<v 
months of activity, 

It would be hard indeed if it was fact, that a 
".slx^iigfi vulgar necessity should flkef the lord 
|)tiramowt ovier all delicate aSectinu." Bnt- 
bq|ip#^:, the heart con preserve iti- own i^fatii 
amidst all the intermptions of exteraal battle^ 
a^(lvlKe|> tbe ^otinent alive« bowmrfer it maybe 
ohlig^to ffiMpend the exprewioft. 

^Mxs, Qe^t* called on me this OMffning, wift 
tbe same unalterable &ce an ever, and not lo^*' 
ing ft dfiy olijer than I remember her tnenfejr 
y«ffr^ ago.: ^be a^ed much after y«ii. Shft; 
bad takep^^Mj^qgs in thia-pkoQ t»ba6ie in te' 
sc% t^ut Swfod t^m io incoDVwi^trt titat die 
chuses lather to ^rive from ]>over ajid: back' ■ 
a|g;ai^. Oar best lodgings befvsffe psoupied by. • 
the Poyd^ wbo fill the boose when thoy an 
within, fuid the street when they walk out JHn. 
Boyd is gfpwn fiU. and lc>^ iit iKrygood qMiit^ , 
to which, poor woman, I think sbe must hav» a 
natural tendency, or such a wailing diaoontenlJNl 
,companioB EKBst effsctually damp tbcn^ l^iM 

- ^ Wife of Tbomu Best, Esq. of Chihton.nmr LMkim, 
LietittiiiAnl-Govehitor vf'DoTsr Ctl<itl<v whera'be occusiowlly 
lesided. .''■'■' ■■■ , , : . . 
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.«)it»pathizn^, and en<leavoaliin$ M-relleTtt the 
ftd Attlreiwt (>f tHMe with yrhotA i»fi« is cMi-- 
nected. But to sit listening to thi Mmplotnts bf 
peopU «1i6«r«wrMcb(!dUiejkflowtietw^Mr 
iirti«rdtae, and witboat aoy auttiy MMkW to 
ndtethemM/isstoik dt«iJkhtlMufl#irit«id-i 
in^ iwohs, and for wbidi ttle hed>< W» '»* 
foelii^. ;, t ; .. 

Princess Ametia, I kMtr, bv (ak^ita JtooBdUt 
Walmer. It is preUHy fltuadsd fw iMy i^lttiaii 
gentlewonuui ;^ bat bow it mn answer uymUu- 
rd dimands cf the daagbtei' <rf a king, cannot 
eas^y be gweSMd. I ejuestiofl wbettKr any ^ tte 
racxns are more sfiackrus tJmn mine in ZiOndon, 
and the kitefeen is no bigger than a birdcage ; »» 
miess her lUyal Hig^eeft ana fter suite «ftn lire 
ttpM shriVnjW) they will be in danger of being 
firirl^ seuned off (be premises *. Loi^amdLedy 
U(ddi^Msse ire expected at the tiasf le next we^, 
b«t iiot (• tH&ke airy «tay, 
VHe w«(XiAtttttich^My3.'Ve«ey tuaaebt-Bi&^of 

':4hd>ValeiivtiaeMM^ ift,fbu the Arfed cltf naatitsttre 

. i I..: ■!■■. - ;' :; ■ ■ ■ .- :■ ; ■( ,.l!) 

,- .'i*. Pf <i«gl**V )">**^v^> that boiat.,bte0itf iii^fff^-etfa- 
ioTtMe family mansion. After iha Priiicesi Amelia, it tru 
iabaMcl for «f>v«ral j«4r» by tli« iMe Marquis unit Mat- 
«ltiaiMn« uf Ltttlirai), aitd tbfeu- by .Ooocnl Cttward Saiib. 
It is at present tmUoanted. .... ■ ■ 

inn,- 
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jimiHdiMi k«ti Ike «Hllii»a lliM l<>^imsites 
Lfitd V. w«j» only ««tablitfhcd in the cgmtuktee, 
aid agteed tt in llw Hmw wttlwut (Mnttoning; 
tlK ixMifiate iffLia ; se that tboigtoit ii • tMiC 
.MlataMadgiMiu rf hiii nght, it iriU nel pxvnt 
ai^' Ai<«ire tMnul.. i^n. Pei^ wsuto set ott 

, LfiHi'Sli* i* > «M %)«': a« I mppoR tiK! \eatya 

! lU-e t^ 1^ tku (luty, ntiich pMbably our frieM 
ftcnily lihom flie iovtf of S***!? may tegtvt mow 
AlaA dtfaer yoit or I sIiobM tto. 

:- . Adiea, nty dear friaMl. lainever, 



VBfrfBiicxim. 

Bstit, July *, 1779. 

■. It ■pm nie I>t«im»/ «ljr itatfriaH, 
M ttiA irou^ Mfait the Isttur ))grt«f jwu- w;'«tir 
. itt. >Tu9bndg« in 80 agreeable a Manner. By 

die time her Grace arrived, yoa nwst hare ea- 
''j«ye<}a8ail«ic*ntdegreeof the repidse^wilitade^ 

not to be' the worse by an interraptit^ of 'it, aa- 
' socially 1^ «uch a otie u a ¥isit from any one yoa 

wlshiit to tw. _:.,,:,..,.. 

^.x- ■ ' I could 
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I conld not help Wishing ;ou bad pMt i 
week or two at Tunbridge, but this diHBal day 
reconcilei me to your leaving it, better than a 
hundred aifW>Mnta. Indeed, for tfac lest week, 
the weather has been sullen and nngenial, and 
Ttfy vnlike the promismg appcanaoc with Trindi 
the sumnier opened apoa our hopes. However^ 
pcf haps this rain may wash away the drags «f a 
HOrth-east wind, uid restore the zephyn, which 
a little while ago, reniinded one <^ the snumera 
(tf other times, when tee's ppuits felt that peca- 
liar kind of mfchanical delist, which nothing 
but a concarrence of all the circomstances which 
naturally belong to this fairest season can in- 
spire, and which scarcely ever have concurred for 
the last six or seven years. 

I am ezceedin^y ^cved at the news whidi 
yon tell me of Mr. Putteney's being bo involved 
with the Adams'S/ of which I have not heanl one 
word before. I hope it may have been eza^^- 
rftted to you, and shalt be hap|>y to hear that it 
is so. If bis loss b so great, I should be much 
nore indined to believe from his character, that 
he has suffered rather from his genei-osity in 
CBCOttraging their undertakings, than from au 
intention of " making hinwelf the richest man 
in Great Britain." A person who employs his 
fortune in so noble and generous a nwaMr,ras in 
very 
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very many mslances he is known to have done, ii 
more likely to have incurred such a loss from & 
principle of assisting others, than of grasping at 
.an immoderate increase of wealth for himself. 
But as I am absolutely ignorant of the state of 
the affair, 1 write more from toiy feelings tfiari 
any thing else'. What a terrible ruin has Por-i 
dyce and the other gamblers in the alley, brought 
upon numbers of unhappy innocent people ! and 
how dreadful have been the consequences, parti- 
cuIaHy in those famtlfes where some have been 
driven to the horrora of self-murder. ' I was in 
some pain about you, when there were suspicions 
of Sir George Colebrooke, but they soon blew 
over. I did not imagine, "indeed, that Mr. Mon- 
tagu, who has so much employment for his money 
in the North, had any considerable sum in his 
hands; but one's thoughts in a general calamity 
naturally run to those' for whom one is most inle- 
restedj whether they are likely to be en^^ed 
little or much. I had heard, with great pleasure, 
ihat the person whom I knew to Tie Mr. Pulte- 
iiey's banker had not stopt payment, so I hoped 
Be was safe, as 1 knew nothing of his connection' 
with the Adams's. ■ ~ 

I find it is absolutely settled, that Mr. Lyttelton 
is to have Mrs. Peach. Has the poor woman no 
friends to confine her in a datk room till the fit 19 

VOL. II. h over ? 
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over? I suppose you will not remain many days 
in London ; for a desert of brick houses is of all 
deserts the most deplorable. Do not break the 
bead of your fine snuff box * before I see it on 
the cold marble, which has been the fate of every 
snuff box from gold enamel to plain holly, that 
you ever were possest of for the lait fifteen yeara. 
I cannot help mentioning to you, that in a 
letter which I lately received from Mrs. Chaponc, 
she laments very feelingly her having never heard 
a word from you either before or since your 
going to Tunbridge. I beg my kind compli- 
ments to Mrs. Scott; and be so good to tell her 
1 have lately seen advertised a geographical work, 
which seems to be upon a very large plan, and 
which I am afraid may interfere with her's. I 
forget in what paper it was. 

Adieu, my dear friend. I am ever 

Your most obliged, &c. 

* Ttiis proliakly alludes to a gold snuff box which Mrs. 
Klonm^u nas possessed of, on the lid of which was a minia* 
lure [lainiiiig ol' Loid Batb, reckoned a very Qne likeness;- 
CO] ied, unless, the Editor inist«kes, from & whole lengib 
poiirait of him, bj Sir Jtsbua Keynolffs. 
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tETTER CXLVII. 

. Deal, W^ 10, 1772. 

BESIDES the natural pleasure of con' 
versing with you, my dear friend, a regard to 
ymir substance makes me chase rather to thank 
you for your letter while you are in town, than 
to make you pay double postage for my said 
thanks at Sandleford. If you do not be speedy 
in sending me some manuscript which you deem 
•nfficieutly weighty for the four comely broad 
franks which you gave me, I shall certainly seize 
them for the conveyance of my own slim non- 
sense, which it grieves me to make you pay for 
BO often. 

I am truly grieved for the account which yoli 
send me of our friaid. What a strange unhappy 
infatuation! One does not wonder that such 
pe<^le as Fordyce, who, from the beginning had 
nothing to lose, should^ if no principle restrained 
them, hazard the fortune of others : but that a 
inan of so much real property should have sub^ 
jected it to such a hazard is amazing. I have 
never had any account of his concern in this 
a&ir, but from one person, who mentioned it as 
1. 3 a report. 
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a report, and that it was likewise >aid, the difS- 
culty would soon be over^ and of no consequence 
in the end. I heartily wish this may be the case; 
but I fear whatever is lost mast be irretrievable, 
so far as he i« engaged with P. whose ruin seems 
not to be a wreck, but absolute foundering, and 
every thlug embarked with hiotj rafidus vorat 
agmine vortex^ 

I hope Ibe alarm yon have been in abdut yoor 
poor litUe nephew, is entirely removed, and that 
he will get all alive and merry to accompuiy you 
to Sandleford. It is grievous tbot be is sufa^t 
to such frequent attacks ; but as be usually gets 
80 soon over them, 1 hope it is a proof that the 
foundation is good. Pray would you not have 
been, angry with him, if be had refosed slayii^ 
at Tunbridge Bt forfnight, when he was convinood 
it would have done him good, merely because he 
was tired to death of thfe piece, and becaiKe he 
did not meet with the playthings that he liked*. 

I am glad to find the Princess Amelia waa^eased 
with her reception at Canterbury. It seenu tte 
master of the Red Lion paid great attention to 
her Royal Highness in her way to Walner Cai^ 
tie, and Waited on her part of hit road, and an 

• This is cidciitly a reply to a Letter of Mrs. Montagu, 
in ivhich ihe had given the reasons whicb induced her to quit 
Tunbridge. ' 

the 
4 
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the return to bis civility, she chose to sleep at his 
house in her return. I believe I mentrutied to 
you, that a iraaU lenemest ia tim ueighbourtiood 
has been taken for her Royal Hig'hness. 

Mr. fuod JVfrs. Pery embarked last week for 
Spa, so I imagine the Veseys do not go tiiere, as 
it was reported liiey woald this summer. 

. I congraAulate you on the prospect of lady 
fi^. Grey's marriage being so happily esta- 
blished. Indeed, there seems to be but one voice 
*ith regard to Irfjrd Polwortb's character. The 
fRore went he has of his own, the more likely he 
witi be to discover and vtdue her's. I find he U 
to change bis name, and live in Cngiand. Ail the 
intelligence i have gained of Mr. Hopton b, that 
he is a very clever man, and treats bjs bride mth 
great Section ; he is neither young nor faand- 
«x6e, but they appear very happy. 

How could you raise my cariosity about Mr. 
H. Browne, wiUiont giving me the least hint upon 
what -oo^sion you bad read his name in the 
papers. Has he written a book, or has he mar- 
ried a wife, <v what has he done, or any body 
4one to bim f for I am quite in the dark. 

Adieu, my dear friend. May you enjoy all 
Ih^b^uties of the country in the luxury of per- 
lect health and good spirits. I beg my compli- 
ments to Miss Gregory, and am ever. 

Your most obliged, &c 
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• LETTER CXLVni. 

Deal, July 22, I77«. 

Yau are we)f:omp, my ^eap friend, td 
. your rural ^litude, where I hope tbe birds of 
the air, and the Sowers of the field, will rq>air 
all the fatigues which yo;i endvred from the in- 
lerniption of human creatures at T^nbrid^. To 
human creatures, however, it i« to be hoped yov 
will be tolerably well reconciled by the.tinte they 
will claim your atteption in London* Ypuace 
very good in your present misanthropic sta^ tp 
express a wist> for me. If you jvilL son^etin)^ 
.admit my ide^ to your solitary entertainoi^itt^, . \\. 
will not much disturb your qnief. FroiP ^ visjt 
en corps ef en oTpe, you ar^ unluckily .fwt . nie 
perfectly secure }f 1 had a post-cbai^, and. was 
.perfectly at libprty to follow. my own devices, it 
would not be possible for me to resist. tbe.,t«^p- 
tation ; but not having a pixt-chaise, Aud wxt 
being at liberty to follow my own devices, X must 
content myself with the knovrledgp of your being 
in ^ealth and spirit^, in which \ afp very happy, 
if jou were a spber econqnupal gentjeiyonawv, 
^ho disported ypurself only with the notable 
amusement 
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ftmnsement of flourishing with a tambour, I 
should be much more inclined to lament the weak- 
ness of your eyes, than I am at present ; as I 
believe it will prove a salutary reatraifit on those 
intellectual riots jn which you would too natn- 
ratty be hurried, and which might krish away 
ell the health wbich you have been acquiring 
during the course of your penance at Tun< 
bridge. 

■ Jf you ever write to Colonel Dromgold, will 
you be so good as to prefient my compliments, 
and many tbank«, for the present which I re- 
ceired on Saturday night, and which 1 suppose 
waa lent by your direction. " Charles et Vil- 
eottrt'' is exceedingly pretty. There is a charge 
against the En^sh protestants'in' the notes $ur 
la gayeU, which I do not recollect to have met 
with in any history, and vtfbich I hope is exag- 
gerated by the sense of sufifering. ' However, it 
is too certain that papists and protestants, high 
church and low, where they are merely party 
disUnclioDS, belong to the same spirit, which is 
fax enough from the spirit of the Gospel. 
- 'I am obliged to you for mentioning an event 
Ihbt is likely to prove of important service to 
Mi*, p. ,' indeed 1 am glad for many others^ who 
will probaUy be saved from great difficulties. 
One roust rejoice at any favorable circumstance 

for 
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j^r such as have been invtdved in this grc«l cdft- 
iDity merely frMii want of caution. Wh«revet 
it appears to be ro|ipiery, robbery on the tiig4i- 
way, compared with such extensive misehief, a 
innocence with r^^rd to society. It is said that 
F. has carried off a large sum; if he d««s not 
appear, I suppose Uie chturge is prove^. 

I am glad to find from the character of Mr. 
Lyttelton's lady, that if he has any sentiments of 
virtue left, he has an t^portnnity of retrkving a 
decent character. It is to be hoped he has made 
a dae provision for the poor unhappy womaa 
-who has so long been the companion of his dis-> 
solute life. 

I rejoice in the prosperous account of the 
Cambridget', and of dear good Lady F. and 
Mrs. Trevor. I hope Miss Baker is not in so 
unpromising a way as Lady Frances seesis to 
apprehend. I had a letter not Tery long since 
from Lady L. Qayton, in which she gave quite a 
comfortable aceoant of the child in all respects. 
Poor Lady Juliana, with the most uncomplaining 
resignation, is extremely low ,• and indeed Mre. 
Penn's very restless and unhappy state of health 
prevents her turning her thoughts to any cheerful 
avocation from this melancboly subject. Her 
greatest present comfort, I believe, is the little 
girl, so that one cannot help feeling anxious for 
its life. 

I know 
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1 kiHHr HOt when your hVb^ wss writ. tHi4 1 
did not receive it till Sunday nigM, and wbs not- 
well enough to write by Monday's post. Adiea^ 
my dear fri^d.' I aei ever 

Most fiuthfuily. ^. 



LETTER CXUX. 

Deal, Jagutt 5, \77^ 

Your letter, my dear friend, delighted 
me by tbe good account you give of your own 
health, and moreover by that which you send 
me of dear Mrs. Talbot.. The cheerful manner 
in which she passes her time is an honor to 
eighty-three, and a proof that her health is as 
good as all her fritnds wish it ; and I hope it will 
please God to continue it, and her good spirits, 
to even a more advanced period of life • ; for she 
is not yet by many years arrived to the term of 
my good Lady Dumond, who danced with Richard 
the Third, and continued in fine preservation till 

• Mrs, Talbot did not die li!l her ninety-third year ; and 
continued to corrcepond wit-b Mii. Carter occasionally till 
iiiihjn a verj' few niojjih* of that advanced period. 

Charles 
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Charles the Second *. At whatever age, «ie 
may always reasonaUy wish for the continuance 
of life to one's friends, while it can be confhiaed 
with comfort to themselves whidi, . God be 
thanked, is her case ; and I lock forward with 
cheerful hope to seeing her next winter as cheer- 
fiil, and well as she is now, and that is as lon^ as 
I look forward for any thing. 

I have not heard where Dr. Berkley is since 
his return from France ; but { am told, I think 
from pretty good authority, that he is trying to 
get an exchange of preferment. His object ia 
the Deanery of Ossory. It seems be is very de- 
sirous of going to Ireland- Ossory is said to be 
5001. a-year. Was not X^imerick which he re- 
fused nearly as much? 

At present I have a house quite to myself, as 
i)fiy father is gone to Tunstal, to convey Miss 
Yardley to Deal, who is comin<f to batbe, and to 
stay some time with m. There is but very little 
company at Margate, I hear, this season. The 
terrible distress, occasioned by the failure of the 
bapkers, has prevented the numbers who used to 
come from the city. Our proportion of company 
at Deal is much the same as usual; as we hav9' 

» For a curious Account of this laily, and an enquiry iiitQ 
the fact here tneiiiioiieJ, see the lalu LorJ Orford's " Hisloric 
PoHbtE,*' 
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ho usembly-room, nor any other public direr- 
^on^ we can never become a feshioiiable bath- 
ing'-phce, which is a very lucky circumstance 
for the datilraF mhabitants ; for those who ore in 
no way of business, must soon be hatf-starred, 
liy an increasing deaniess of provisions; and 
those who in the popular sense mi^t be gainers, 
vould derive but little real good, at what they 
night acquire in money, they would probably lose 
in honesty, fi*om the exorbitant -impositions pracr 
tised in tnost public {riacea. This u said to be 
one of the causes which has contributed to make 
■Margate so empty. 

' I had a letter last night fl-om Lady Dartrey, . 
who has been ill, but she is, thank God, now 
much better : they are to leave Ireland before 
the end of this month, of which I am very glad, 
^ Lord Dartrey's place, though by all accounts 
extremely beautiful, has too much water to be 
wholesome.' Their dear little boy is going on 
most prosperonsly ; he was left under the cart of 
Lady Louisa Clayton, and he could not possibly 
be m better or safer hands, 

- Have yoir seen a reprehension, said in the pa- 
pers to be nent to a Most Reverend, on the sub- 
ject of routs at Ij — — ? I suppose it is not ge- 
nuine, but I think well imitated. Such a reprer 
}if nsion "might ' not be improper ; but alas | it 
WOHltf 
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would QOt come with a good grace from hiai wbo 
pardoned the Kennedys', and who, it is aaid, di9> 
coven great ioclination to patdoa Ci^^n L 
If it be true, that there haa been an ejuuninatiof 
before the Privy Council, it seems to me a mote 
puifageoas atteoipt against the lawB> than aimo4. 
any oi i\u»o about which so inui:h claraour has 
been r^wd. 

Have you beard lately from our Sylph P I sup^ 
pose you know the cbatresaful litBation she most 
bftve.bem in, from the accident which happened 
ftt Lucan, to poor good Mrs. Henry, who hod th^ 
misfortune to break her leg. God be tbanket^ 
she is in SB good a way now as her case wilt ad- 
mit of, bat her confinement is likely to be long; 
sbe was oUig^ to contiaue in the same posture 
for five weeks, and if not to be allowed to put 
her.foot to the ground for at least two months 
longer. Mrs. Vesey wrote me word, that Mrs. 
Henry supported this calamity with so nmcfa pa- 
tience and resignation, as was quite exemplary, 
and that eixe was the most cheerful poson in the 
family. 

I had a letter from Mrs. J. Pitt last post Mrs. 
Dunbar has been daily expected from Irehuid 
Sw some time, but was not then arrived ; she ex- 
acted Mrs, Fiekling to make her ^ visit in h^ 
way from Plymouth, from which Mrs. J. Pitt 
hoped 
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liope<3 U> Conve;^ her. They were going to maktf 
an excWskm to Mount Edgcnmbe. Mrs. Vesey 
proposes to ' come to England' in Octohcfj on 
Irbich I cotigntulMe ytm, who probably will be 
the better ibr her u-riring before January, tiiougli 
l^ftll not. Ihad a letter by this day's post from 
Mrs. Henry, who confirms the good aocwints I 
haw dtr^ady mentioned ; -she says the surgeon 
thinks she might be moved the end of S^tember, 
but sh? will retnain at Lucan till October for ttat 
of accidents. It is impossible to teem more che^" 
fid and more gmtefol for hw recovery, although 
the says il wtll be maily months before she must 
attempt tt) use her leg. AHnn, my dear Mend. 
May God 4b hiB' mercy guard you and me from 
inch calamHous accidents, <)r enable us to support 
them like this good woman. 



LETTER CX* 

DeA],Jvgiut 18, 1772. 

lit the persuasion that you was disport- 
ing ybufself at Nuneham, I was very quiet and 
nnalarmed at not hearing from you. I grieve to 
find you were so much less agreeably engaged. 
1 long 
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I loi^ to know wbethec yotir illness was brought 
on by tiie natural po-verKoeBs of t.be dwwder^ 
or wheUier you have |vesunied too much on the 
eflecta of Tnobridge, and ventured on a greater 
degree of application, than is coiulfitent with 
newly-recovered health. I beuiily wish thekt- 
ter may be the case, as a litUe more cauUon may 
prevent the pn^ess of the evil. It is a great 
pity^ that instead of a weak stomach, 'you bad not 
had a wedt head, which would effectually frus- 
trate you in every improper exertion. 

I congratulate you on the pleasure of a visit 
from Mrs. Scott and Miss Cutts. I do not won- 
der at the encomiums you hear on the life Oi 
D'Aubigne *. It will, 1 am persuaded, make 
great progress next winter. It was puMiriied 
too liate to make any great .noise this year, as it 
could not for that reason be so generally read as 
it deser\-es. I persuaded my father, who has no- 
great taste for modem books, to read it, and he - 
vras extremely pleased with it. 

On casting up the account at the end of each 
day, every thinking mind must experience the 
feeling which you so well express, and very dan- 
gerous is the security that does not experience it. 
None but the hardened or the thoughtless can rest 

• Written by Mrs. Scott, and generally thought a very 
exctUeiil aa well ai entenuhiiig wuik. 

•atisfiad 
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satisfied with their own performances. Every 
advance in goodaess will serve to shew how little 
has been done, compared with what still remains 
to do * ; and the deficieacy of human virtue wiU 
appear in the strongest lights in proportion to 
our study of that unerring rule, from which, ia 
some instance or other, it so peipetually deviates. 
Yet the bright exemplar must ever be placed 
within view of the mind, and the whole of our 
business here is to make as near approach as pos- 
sible to the object, which we cannot, with all 
our best endeavours, ever reach. Amidst the 
impediments of mortal existence, though we can 
never hope to attain perfection, we have capaci- 
ties for continual improvement, and provided an 
endeavour for that be persevering and sincere, a 
merciful provision is made for its defects. 

.Nothing can be more just than your distinction 
between what is " called a virtuous person towards 
the world, and whiU constitutes merit in the eye 
of him who knows us," though heaven foriiid it 

* *' Nil vetam reputans clum quid superc«set aKeDdura," 
might be adopted as a Cbmtian rule, if St. Paul liad not 
taught ui one far betler : Ntit at though I had alrmii^ at- , 
tuined, either teerc already perfect, but I foUovi after — / prea 
tojeard the nark for the prixe. It is imposuiible to read Mrs. 
Carter's Letters without observii^g fruoi what high authority 
ker morality has been derived. 

should 
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riiould be applifcable W yoursrff! 'U iff indeeS 
very possible to live -iri 'fin exact obsenrance of 
mora! and social duties, to fer as respects a po- 
pular character, and yet be totally void of real 
rirtue. All external perfirnnancea derive d»eir 
tnie value, with respect to the soat, from the dis- 
position from fvhichthey proceed, with regard to 
the Supreme Being «. Wherever his will and 
his approbation 4re made the supreme object, alt 
talents, all opportunities, however different in 
their appearances, become equal possibilities for 
the acquirement of virtue and of happiness. The 
most insignificant action, the mo^t rniobserved 
motion of the mind, upon this principle^' become 
great and important, and extend their conse- 
quences to eternity ; while the most ^lendid 
' effects, that are produced froft) merely hwnan or 
tel^sh hiotives, vanish into nothing, and are lost 
in the chaos of succeeding events. 

I am ^tnmoned away in the midst of my dis- 
senatien to dress for dinner at my tootiiar's, so 

* "Hte iDum alieooj estol"- Mn. Carter'* wt^dom 
■ltd piety peTcetTe^, and led ii<r coiittantljr tu affirm, in 
direct contradictieii of tbe opinion of many ancient, and 
iome even modern pliilosopliers, [hit there is no slamlard «f 
right and wrong but the will of God, and thut no actions are 
good or evil, bat as they pn>ce«d froM the dciiri (rfpleatiing, 
or the dread nf ofTeudiiig him.' 

you 
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jNw aure delnrered from my prca<:hiDg for tiie pre- 
weat. Acbeu, my dcanit friend. I hope your 
next win brin^ me ^ accsunt of your beii^ per- 
fectly well Remember I positively interdict long 
letters evea to yo«n> &c^ Ac. 



LETTER CU. 

1>tal,Septeni6erai, 1^72. 

As yon do not mention, my de&r friend, 
iamt iMg your terror nt Nnodiam is to hst, I 
know not when you may be likely to receive my 
letter ; bowerer I will writCj that it may be ready 
to mk on you at year return, and I may be the 
•ooner entitled to the jdeasure of hetriag* from 
you. 

By all that one has ever read of PsMcai, I be- 
lieve bis character was very respectable; but 
from the few extracts which I have seen of his 
fen»ie», (wbicfa have been just enough to deter- 
mine me never to read the book) he seems to me 
a dangerous author to all kinds of readers. TMie 
inconsiderate and the profane will triumph in a 
scheme of religion inconsistent with common 
ttnse ; and the pious ud davout may be led into 

Toi.. II, M inch 
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will deprive them of all the prcKnt coii^rt»t>f » 
good conscience^ and terrify others out of all the 
benefit that might be derived from their example. 
Nonis, except those whose ^tj it i» to oonfiite 
them, ought to have so much confidence in th&r 
awn rirtue, as to allow theauelvea m the study of 
bad books ; a very few have sufircient strength of 
mind, not in some way or ether to be hurt by 
great numbers of what are called good bookie 
I am sore ^o wilt not conclude from this, that I 
am setting all serious readii^ at defiance, Heai- 
ven forbid! But indeed it i»niost -devoutly to be 
wished, that people woidd mcdce thdr 'Bible I^mt 
principal study, end determine upon the Bierifk 
of all other reltgiokis books by tiieir o(Hifi3n!Bitir 
to this unerring flUnilard*. It was not in. any 
chapter of the New Testamest, that poor Pascri 
found a direction for wearing a spiked girdW. 
Such '^ifiurd and uncommanded austerities, when 
}>raci:ised'by lincerdy good people, may be n^ 
lUrtber limtful to themsdves, than by depriTing 

. * But it is Itvis wry ciroMnetaiKe witich toakei th« great 
difltirence belwcen Protestauts of all deseriplioDs and Roman 
Catliolics, and which Pascal iherefure did not believe. For, 
"as Chilli Bgivorth justly assem, the Bible is lh« relrgion of 
Prdtestants ; but with Roman CHtholicB, the opinroneftbc 
Cbnrelt h» at least e(|oat wdgbt wiitt UftB^l*. 

4hem 
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&eiii of all . tUe reasonable and allpvved enjoy'^ 
ments of this irorld ; hoi th^ au{bo(it,ie9. . of suQh 
examplei may be fetsdly das^erous to others of a 
different character, who will be led to thiak they 
may subadtute the voluntary infliction of eiterpt^ 
suffering*, instead of.tfaat true Christian fnortifi* 
cation, irbich consists in correotin^ the internal 
disorders of the heart, and. in opposing every in- 
clination, which is contrary to the duties of a 
ttrictly regakted life; a task more difficult to 
Iraman depravity, than all the corporeal . hard- 
abjps of ascetic discipline. It is astonishing t^ 
reflect, what a monstrous fabric ef absurdities^ 
ontiiusiasm and superstition have elected on 
that simple plan, wbich the divine. wisdom ha» 
proposed in the Gospel, for the,ii^>|t>vement pf 
nature, and the direction of otu* conduct^i Jf 
the perveraeness of mankind could, contrive to 
throw such a cloud of error over, ^ia heavenly 
iHuminatioti, how little could be expected fro» 
those who wandered through tl^c darkness of 
Jii^tthen ignorance, without the assistance of any 
utemal revekition to direct their steps ! Vet such 
M alncerely wished to find the right' path, w«rc 
no doubt secretly condat^ed, so as not ' to hh 
fatally misled from tbeir end? 1 know not weH 
how to charge XenopTion with supefglition. His 
whole conduct proved tha.t liQ tUd dq^ mean to 
M S substitute 
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for the omission of real virtue ; but seems in: * 
spirit of sincere piety, to bare endeavoured by 
such helps as he could find, to discover the sig- 
nification of the Divine will, with a real inten- 
tion of following its guidance. — You will wish 
I had set up a clepsydra, and made a laudable 
resolution not to ontnin it*, 

I must have expressed myself in some strangs 
nnintelUgible manner, to nnhe yon ^w luch a 
conclusion from what I said about Capt I— r-. 
1 know very well, that the King has an absolute 
right of pardoning. The point which appeared 
ta me so dangerous rtas that the Privy Council 
shouIdintcTineddle with 8 decision of law f. Th« 
judge was the proper person to recommciHl ta 
mercy, and it was asserted, that he; had declar«d 

* It is not proteblc ihst Mra. Moitti^ mn of ibii 
Dpinion ; mmI if any serioui reader tbould think ttiii letter 
too long, tbe Editor will be equally (urprixcd and dintp- 

+ Perhaps Mre. Carter k belt a littlfl mbtaken tn ,iin 
notion of tbe King's legal |>Teie|atiTet It i« iKlieved tW 
tb« King can eacrcise an act mi amthority, but by and.witb 
Ibc advice if his Privy Coundt; for dug obvious reasoi^ 
lliitt ai be, pcnonally, can do no wron^ soma pcnon or 
|>enon« must be responsible for what he does. ConsMjiiently 
if it is in bit coiitfinplHtion tu grant a pardon, th« case sMt 
firef be argued in tb« Privy Couaci). ' 

hiroielf 



D,a,l,;t!db.;C00gli: 



163 
Unradf perfectly \rell satisfied with the sentence^ 
As 2 pay very little regard to newspaper accounts, 
I mentioned it to you, vtho, I thought, might have 
ftome better inteUigeoce, and I wi^ed to have the 
story of the council coQtmdicled; as it appeared tQ 
me, thai thev counteracting; a judge and jury, .in a 
case too, in which thare seemed to be no pretence 
tii&t any party prejudice had influenced the sen-, 
tence, w&s a most dangerous attack upon the 
laws. This was not tbe case with regard to the 
act of pardon, which is no attack uponthe laws 
of En^aod: bow &r it may be^ in this instance^ 
confwmable to a higher law, depends on the 
circunurtances of the case. I most perfectly 
agree mth you, in all you say against the least 
fevor beuig shown, where there are reasons foi^ 
■uBpicittn of such a .crime, or iiideed of any, 
other. 

My sister Carter, I think I (pld you, h»9 a &% 
of the gout, in defiance of her oiwn absteniioufin^s 
aiid Dr. Cadogans system; t^ey are to ^ io 
Bftth in November, afisx making two or three 
T^ts in B«-kshire. ftfy fetber,' after whom yon^ 
so kindly enquire, i», thank God, remarkably. 
well, and has not bad a bad alt&ck of gravel sii^w 
|,ie has tiiken Dr. l^eberd^n's lixivium. All oitr 
Crieods, in all parts of ^e world, whenever I 
j^ye heard «f tbem^ were w^U, Th? Dunbait 
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not yet aitived. Mn. Fielding ii at Encomb«, 
where she is to stay till she comes to town wiUi 
the Pitta, in November. 

I am happy in your intention of exerting those 
endcaTours, >^ich will certainty be beneficial to 
yoHtself, whatever their effect may be, i*ith re- 
gard to others: ai they will be the discbai^e of 
4ti important duty, and the noblest apprtCalion 
Af those powers, for which ym are so singular^ 
fftdebted to heaven.' I too well know how little 
reason there is, in such cases, to depend Bpon 
absolute success ; but something may'be'done, if 
ftot all, apd the smallest improvement in virtue 
And happiness is woith an attempt. And some 
jinproveAient in tolerably reasonable and amiable 
Blinds, will, 1 bdieve, always be eSected by a 
ibliti and jn^cious treatment of the subject. 
wTieneyer it comes recommended by those who 
A'scover th*nisfefve8''deepiy affected % a sensifr''(^ 
jts irtiportance, and' ai^ infltfehced'bylt;i)llh»^ 
*enor-of thei? fiyetf. ' ■ ' ^ ' y.--'- - 

I tfliiiKit ten any ttiiitg- -ahtoirt yoo^'serhtdifli' 
^ly that Mrs, Tdlbofh^ra w^-'f ekfti tb fm' 
al^eiit thfeni, when we were in 9arrey,'t tbirife^' 
but when I come to toWn, I witt ' mal^e" a ' iiitti^ 
ji^articular enquiry. 1 am quite ' ^candal^z^d' 'Co 
flpdeucH flourishing paragraphs about the iboii- 
jlef ^pu lijghtning storni^ from other parti efthf 
. POMt, 



D,a,l,;t!dbvG00gli: 



w 

(a0gt,,-M»A a* ii^ntioa,iBHde of its violence here; 
1^^^«^. 1^^ good people of Deal> were as heartily 
terrified, as the fine ladies an4 gentlemen could 
ppsubly be^ in the assembly TPQiP at Margate 
Civ(l,t^ thtwked, the fright w^ the only mischief. 
I ^ve heen told that the sailors in the Downs 
expected every minute to see the town in flames ; 
but a^I veiy happily-bended in tne stripping^ of a 
t£^ near th^ house. Adieu« my dearest friend. 



■; LETTMl Ctll; 

, , ,v ^;, -Ir i^ 4rftf)ge,a)f^ Jl/^iUouJlfl feel f kimj 
i^.s9jti({&£tiaa 'm,KtflS%^ ypwr. letter dated fromi 
I^s^t, for yo)|L certainly »re in. reality* as 
effectually absent from me, as if yoQ yfeiK si the 
l^>.Bnd.. But ope ,kiw' P fW^l' *"y S*** 
loffif I'^itfain one's feach^^in prjWortioQ as it is 
Je|s. distant ; ,no( coasiderirffi that . the point is 
determined by one's own position. 

.. it is joo wonder that the tintamarre of so many 
i^l^Ung foj^igneiH shoi4d baye been tarible to 

r . . a quiet' 
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a quiet English country gcntlewomao, so little 
accustomed to the clatter and basUe t^ the ^eat 
worid ; and it is no wonder yon should' ran amy 
from it, frightened out of Jrourwits. Senonriy; 
bo?rerer, I am sony there happened ahy oinmm« 
stance to render your visit to Nuneharaj.-Ies« 
^reeable than it might have been. 

I honor the troe fortitude with wfait^ yotf eom- 
mitted yoar dear Htde nephew, to th« same pro- 
tection on which you irslied for your own preser- 
vation. God be Uuinkedj itdid no mischief bere 
by land, and we saw nothing cf the miscUef -this 
terrible storm did by sea, as the violence «f Ih* 
wind Uevr the ships out of tl^e Dowq?, Xo% 
mention imly Thursday night, bat it was neudy^ 
if not equally stwog;, the night befin^ The . 
papers give ierriMe accounts of the damage, im 
town. It is to be hoped, the number of Uvea' . 
lost, that are there meuttoaedi is noC ti^e- -I 
heartily wish you, the. utmost micccm in -your . 
scheme for your nephew; indeed, by all j-erer; ; 
heard of that scho(rf; there is great care taken >fl^ . 
the children. In the very beit, thwe must Ik : 
some hazard from the contagion of vny: set ^o^i 
human creatures assembled (father. - ; ■ 

I have heard from Mrs. Dunbar since- -she.' 
^Tided, but she did not mention any dastgnof - 
g6in^. . 
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going to S^ombe. fbLppily, Ae landed jait 
before Ute storm, Mid had at viery fine '|Ktfisag^ 
I bad a kitt^ fuerti Mra. Vasey^ in which sh* 
appean Tery much distrest and alansed abont 
Mrs. Haitcodc, but 1 bo^ her teiidenie«s nmdeia 
her mere ^ppi<efaenBive than is neceswry. • She 
fiays, die ts quite well, but very doubt^I of b& 
voyage to England; which woidd-gtve oh^ mer* 
concern, if oar dear Sylph w«i-)iot M ingenious 
at diffcidtie>aBd little '^stjresses. Mt -sod &ln. 
Wfln.^R(MB8mr, and their son dnd daughter, called 
()n me'ifai'athtf. day ; your niece n become a. 
very fiBfc girl indeed j I never stw any 'one^a 
mueh'fmpnjved.' ■..-.-;.., :.) 

Ifiam'vety iorry to-faear of the eonBtematmi 
ocGksibned^by'abolfterfafhire: ^&re]y necessitf 
wili 'at last,"^ ^render ItriBiolatuated nation '■more 
wisCi ' "fftaderfhas,' for some time, *e#n iJtaing 
the'natora'of QOimnerce, and has been converled 
into mere gamMlBg;'k-iS'dreadftilto' think on 
tbe'distt^ss brou^t on indivlduali by- these 
Haiftraptsies: butl suppose, '^vHhf^^'to the 
genel^ anm of wealth in iho kingdom, it ift just 
tbe^satba ; .-^(Igh ^opkingue the mischie& «f 
luch an interrupted and irregalar circidatiaD. > I 
know very well that the Privy Council candA 
pone of the tbingr which you uiefttion. If they 
^uldj tbeir interposition yrould not be improper. 

In 
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In the initancc of Jenkins* the fMdiiinfttion 
wu nmde into a matter of fiict,, wbwb had not 
been proved or decided;-— ^ much far Hw wb- 
ject 

I am reading Vttt Rapin'ft wgrlii^ ivrhich I 
think I never befn-e went r^ultrly through. Hip 
comparison betwixt Demoslbenes aqd. Ciqw^ i 
«fems to me most admirable. But.Mi« R^ch 
too cold a critic to be equally sucdeMfiil >«^nsy«r 
bis su^ect ie poetry. He tvuS andemtaods th« 
mechaDical part, and hit con^wriMm bM^nen 4hf 
fiible of Homer and Vi^l, is, I bcllftve'very.jnvt. 
It may be easy enough for any ipdM^triooi bcsd : 
to measure by scale and compass the ichnf^pvr : 
pfay of a poem ; but it requires ■ a -poetif; igeniut, ; 
to jtutge ^f ^^ beauties of theelovaJiiao, . ^Hojvt * 
ever, Rapin is a respectable and. qaeCul .wri^v^ 
and appears to have^tndi^ th^ aneiQnt«wifJ|A- 
very particular, degree of application^ :whk;hr. 
renders Mm 0n 9iany accputits, vecyin^tr^iftti^jTij^ 
though his imaginaj^n is too mpdt d^})^4i^ 
the petrific genius ^.^ifstp^, .t? t^vq^hii^ ^^j^ 
true poetical ie^ J,, ^ . , ,■ , ;,; „., ,..^ ,„i 

• AJtading proMbiy ib'tbc CapUin JenkihS wKwi'lciis; feV' 

xippoKdlttts, if-Iiij ■eaW, ii Mime nMlMrcdcctJl&MilUM ■ 

Spauishwtar. It ik tOibU thatVo^ tUuflet,- i '' >,■!,::!,: 

" And oirnd^tlieSpaniant'did a w9|ghb>tkU^ ii"' iitu'ii 

We 
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WehtdaomOEa^ here, thehtter eodof tht; 
faojttest, iRit 6idy for a shbrt conCnuance } bttt 
pec^ilewoiMdM ttunkit'WouU hmrt the tarlej'; 
in general tiiere has been sach a bdcccuIoq ci 
fins ^Mather, w I do not remember for many 
yean, and -it is now sovery warm, that I have 
lufter UloSght ttS baring' a fire, not even before 
the'^iin «ras men or ofM he >vafl set. Tbe 
excessive derti- keep (he verdure perfiecliy .fresb; 
j^d' ^e' country is fceflutifut to ^e highcet de- 
glrde." 'It'id'indeed rery griewni, that tbe wheat 
ehbuld' f^il; after so proniiedn^ an appeamnce, 
ahd'aftet'^'b^antiftiliL Mimtder. I heartily niah 
ior tbe tefiriAcaiki* df yoiir prediction of refima 
ui^&tpmui4; nttxb vi4htet ; bat jftdeed there seems 
to^'mcW* tmiteis of toK&ravagance in too 
BUftyi^as "t^- dmtiave a^ long as they Uave %. 
(diiiibg 6f' t(M6r> owh, xnd ^yd^ive of credit 
nrlttV'Vtbeta, r«iJd"wfaKh uatliing but absolute 
sUltfiA^-'tttti'etae.'i luHmf iiM vHut good eat>- 
aKt^ ^Ings, '4Ke ■itiiig^eM ituy^povt to <ibtr 
piftS of'the- ib^t, btit I he&r ©f Tioithing here 
but tea aixd broody, and prohibited tlt^tbing-, 
which 13. bought up lyith a scarHfelous degree Qf 
eageroesB, by people of fashion and people of 
fortune^ wlio either coaie or send oomBHSsioiH 
from all quarten. 
Popr Miss Munro, to think of marrying for 
' ' ■ little 
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litde other pnrpoBe than to alter tbt iiiscription oa 
ber coffin ! I hope, however, she hai <hsposed of 
iiersdf in nieh a way as to be supplied with 
toterable convcnienciea for the short time which 
by your account, she is Tikdy to need them. I ana 
happy to receive nidi an account of your health. 
My head, I thanit you, has, for the last two 
months, been good for nothing-, and ('am,. vpOK 
die whole hot worth talking abottt - - 

Ym will not Uiink 1 can easily fotget to fbna 
Biy most ardent wishes, my more tiian wishes^ 
for very many happy retnms of tlda diry, tn 
•wtnch Heaven bestowed so gfeat a blessita^ or 
me. iSsy you find the latest period of a long' 
life of viftae, resembling this fine anttlmiuil 
season, which, after the fermentation of spring; 
and the glowing spirit of aummer have performed 
Ihe actite servieei of the year, s(rfteas into tran- 
'<^iflit^, and enjoys the cheering hght and warmb 
«f tempered suoshm^ without its heat," and 
"Vithoat it* Maze. Adieil, my dearest friend. 
I am, 

^veryeata, &c 



DiailizodbvGoOglc 



*73 
LETTER CLIII. 

.„. . I>«"I, OaaOer S9, 1772. 

In tha ho{>e tlwl the saijne divine good- 
,jl^,>rhictt bestovs the blesung of richet, will 
^i};gctr7<0U to a proper, application of it, I do most 
ibetui^ty ^fficfi^ in the proeperona accoant which 
jj^Jciiu% giy« me of yow miccess. May health 
4Hl4 jcb|$e^iil- ^i^ ^ve^yott every reasonable 
^i^^yjg^nt ofi it in ttiis^ life^ and may a &ithful 
4i«^g^ f^.li^itfwiu^hip,. secure you a good 
^;)n^tion.f(H- ttwt-which.ift to coxae ! . 
,r.,,By,s(}[4a..ip^^^ whidi pne sees of those 
^)^^g^f)(e^qH£,«f ^ U|itrenuty, I sb<ttUd hope 
^1^ n^^W;,'*' ^{Ajso^cieut l^^niilg to get m. 
I.,Jb|^v«^be.is 9, tolerable sdiolar, and would 
have been a very good one, if his miserable 
healUi had ifpt sc»:9fte]) rendered him totally ior 
capable of application. My brother much pro- 
moted his going very eariy to the University, 
which he thjnks. on many accounts, a great ad- 
vantage. He aacceeds Mr. Charles Fox in his 

* Hm tldiot nvphew, Ipn^ tinot dcsd^ 

* rooms 
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rooms at College *j but I hope not iu his genius, 
even if it was to be accompanied by all the ua- 
accounted miUioos of his father. 

What fearful work among the city patriots ! 
Wilkes has never appeared so little, as in the 
peevish disappointment which he ezpreasfs on hia 
rejection. Alas, alas ! are such men aa He, or 
big colleagues, the people to save a nation ? We 
may, and I bdieve do suffer, from the wrong" 
practicea of the court, but our great misfortunft 
la the want of virtae in tke (^position, : i 

I had ft letter lately from our dear. JN&s. Vespju 
She gives a good account of Mrs. Haocock, amt 
talks of undertaking her voyag« this mbntt^ ^4 
wiH, I hope^ however, wait tiH cidmer weatbep. 
She is, God be thanked, unhurt by an aceitbtitt 
wbith -threatened the most alarming consequen- 
ce'. As she was g«ng to her cottage, in a 
tabrwU, in.ft narrow pass, betwixt some tree* 
and the river, her horse, " sans rime ni raiaumi''. 
fella kicking and plunging with one leg over Ihe 
bank. ■ How she acrambted oat, she cannot t^, 
but by 8(mie means or other, most providentially 
for herself and us, she escaped the danger, with 
no other mischief than being scratcljed. Her 
letter was written just after the accident.; with 

• IFcrtforiT Coiltge, OxfyrJ. 

the 
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fhe mercy of ber escape, she seemed most deeply 
and propeiiy affected. Poor Mrs. Hancock saw 
the whole transaction fnHn a window ; and on* 
may easily guess with what terror. Indeed it i> 
terrible to think of the probaUe consequencea 
which might have attended such an accident ; and 
ve have great reason to be thankful for the con- 
firmation of our hopes of seeing our friend 
wnoiigst us this winter. Not bng since, I was 
most dreadfully alarmed by an account of my 
lister Hanry Carter's being thrown from her 
horse, and so mudi hurt in her bead, that at first 
it was apprehended to be a ftacture ; a sad cir- 
cumstance to the mother of five little children. 
But X thank God, tt did not turn out so lament- 
aUe a calamity, and she is now tolerably well 
recovered, though it was, I believe, ten days 
before die could be got home, from the plaCe 
where the accident happened. We expect her 
&nd her family here before Christmas. My sister 
j^arter had an attack of the gout, as soon as she 
arrived at Baui ; it was very civil to wait till she. 
got there; she is better, but not yet well enough 
to go to the Rooms. 

We have six Dutch East-Indiamen in the 

ikiw«3, who have several English sailors on' 

board, whom it seems, it is a practice m Ilolhtnd, 

to kidnap or seduce on . board their sljips^ carry 

them 
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(hem to- India, and never saffer them to coia0 
hAfk, Sixteen of them hare alreadj beea res- 
cned by & man-of-war now in the Downf, and a 
general searcli is to be nuide, sb it is supposed 
there are many nuMTe. Pitrffably otr good allies 
are not very well pleased to have their prey 
matdied from them. However no resistance has 
jet been made. This English roan-of-wttrisjnst 
returned with Lmrd Cathcart from Russia. Mrs. 
Dongas had a good deal of discourse with one 
uf the lieutenants about the Czarina, who is 
temarkahly gracions to dl the En^ish. Pray, 
did not yon imagine this same Czarina to be a 
fkirfiil, stoat, two-handed gentlewoman ? If yon 
did, rectify your error ; she is about the heighlh 
of Mrs. Douglas, only rather plumper. 1 believe 
all our officers were at the Russian court, but 
when the ships stopt at Copenhagen, not any one-, 
person went to court there. 

Yon may rest assured yout' letter shall not 
transpire. Heaven forbid, that I should be in- 
strumental in depriving this poor woman of any 
encoun^ment th^ might conduce to her return 
to virtue. The two people whom I have men- 
tioned are in a situation that mi^ help to intro- 
duce her to a better society, than that with whirt 
in general, she seims to have been connected, 
which, I fancy has chiefly ^een the raUde of 

th* 
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&e ^i^onable urofld, which have furnished her 
neither with an adviier nor ft friend. Her daugh- 
ter is with her,' and aheseenu to have the utmost 
attention paid to her edacation. She came hither 
on the account of one of her bodSj who bathes in 
ih& sea. ' Between seeing her at home,, and 
meeting her at other places, I have been in her 
company about half a dozen times. Her under- 
standing seems to be good, and her mann^^ are 
.pleasing, and her whole behaviour perfectly mo- 
drat and proper ; so^ I hope, poor soul, if she 
&lls into good bands, she may be recovered to 
virtue, and in some degree, to reputation. - She 
leeTea this place inafewdays. I believe there 
are. few sitimtions so dangerptfs |o a handsome 
youQg woman, as the connectionainto which shf 
is throvm in a mSitery life.. Much; of her, time 
is past in the society of a set ef men whose man- 
ners are too polite and decent to alarm suspicion, 
and whose principles are, for the most part, too 
licentious not to be extremely dangerous to an 
unguarded miad, in which-the aWful restraints of 
virtue become insensibly relaxed, and the pas- 
sions have gained possession before their ap- ' 
proach has been felt, or even suspected. 

I hope you will have a pleasant excursion to 
. Lord N - ■ -'Sj and may yoor visit be as bene- 
ficial as it V in your power to make it. Indeed, 

TOL. n. N here 



179 

hett wiU be ft riobte exercis« for tiuA superiority 
of midentandtn^ by vhich you mnit ahrays be 
vsefol in some degree, whenever you exert it; 
and to be useful even in the least degree, on «acb 
a subject, is viotth all your exertion of those 
powers and that eloquence, wb>cK when yeik 
please, are irresistible. I need not explain what 
} mean ; and I know you will foi^re the »al 
and fkleKly of that friendship and affwtiont 
which must, at an times, lead me iaremiadyon 
tf the application of tii<se distinguished lalentr 
<^ erery kind, for which you are so awfoEy ao- 
countable. 

Adieu, «iy dear ftiend, do not herass yvurseV 
With writing to me, till you return to town. { 
ihall not be nneasy at your silence, when I ca» 
aceount £» iL I am eretf yeurs» &c. 



, LETTER CUV. 

Dea], Notmhr 28, l???, 

fr was a pity, my dear friend, that 
mch there earth-bofti- cares, should interrupt 
your sentimental pleasilreB ; bul upon mere sea- 
-^toeni one should quidcly starve, and ow meta- 
physical 
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ptiysical concerns most condescend to Ikht*w 
ttM £iid of material objects for their subiistence.' 
I hope your bills &re all safely arrived and safely 
deposited. To a right and well-regulated mind, 
so much money la 90 mach virtue. 

I have felt rather iretfal with what Rapin 
says of our favorite Tacitus ; I fear the more 
fretful, because I could not help allowing some 
part of his censotti to be just. I cannot help' 
thinking, however, that he forms much too severe' 
a judgment of bis moral character, from the tuni' 
of his writings. When the good fether find» 
feult with him for censuring his neighbours ; he 
seems to have foi^ by wlrat kind of aeighbours 
poor Tacitus was surrounded, and of what kind 
of times he recorded the transactions. ; 

That he appears to be a iatalist ia, indeed, to0 
^e ; but if even the Psalmist could be sta^ered, 
when he saw " the wicked in such prosperity/^ 
and could find no solution of his difficulties, b^ 
in the " house of the Lord :" there ought to b* 
great allowances made to unassisted reason, con- 
founded by' the view of such a singulariy disor*- 
dered state of things, as appeared under the exe' 
crable tyranny of the Romaa Emperors. Rapin 
seems to think, that Tacitus exaggerated the 
wickedness of the timet he describes; bnt^ I be- 
ll S lieve 
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Ijeve, Suetonius, in the dull matter of feet iray 
of relation, givei to the full as bad an account. 
The drawing is the same, only that the picture 
receives a stronger coloring from the superinr 
genius of Tacitus ; and, perhaps, it strikes with 
an additional force, from its being animated by 
what he felt. 

I had a letter lately ft'om Mrs. Henry, in which 
a trait of our Syljdi is mentioDed, which as usual 
discovers the goodness of her heart, and the un- 
common turn of her head.. The surgf^n had 
desired, that when Mrs. Henry was able to walk^ 
she should never venture to use crutches upon a 
floor, for fear of their slipping ; but should he 
carried do^m stairs, and use them on the gravel 
walk. On this information up started Mrs. Vesey, 
and said she would order, the gardener inuae- 
diately to gravel the drawing>room, which being 
near Mrs. Henry's bed-room, might give her a 
walk whenever she pleased, without danger or 
Irouble ; and this she proposed, not in jest, but 
with the utmost gravity and seriousness. Only, 
think of gravelling a room up stairs ! who could 
have had such a thought but Mrs. Vesey ! Mrs. 
Henry speaks with the greatest pleasure and gra- 
titude, of the very kind and affectionate attention, 
which the whole fiunily had paid her during lier 
confine- 
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confinement. She is now got to Dublin, and 
speaks with certainty of the Yeseys' coming to 
Eng^nd, but she mentions next month. 

Did yoa iee the eclipse c^ the moon ? and do 
■you ever see the moon eclipsed without a sigh for 
the memory of poor Nicias ? there are few cha- 
racters, I thinic, in ancient history, which in' 
terest one more tenderly than his^ from that pe^ 
culiarly soft melancholy tincture, which bis vir- 
tues receive from his misfortunes. Among the 
innumerable advantages of true religion, a very 
coh^erable one is its freeing the mind from the 
terrors of superstition, which, in so many in- 
stances, have confounded the understanding of 
the wise, and sunk the spirits of the good. The 
particular species of superstition which ruined 
Nicias *, was of a very ancient date, and the . 
voice of a prophet was employed to warn the 
people of God, not to be " dismayed by the signy 
" of the heavens f ." 

If there was any very considerable degree of 
modesty in those who can confidently assert, that 



* See hit Life in Plutiucb, with the account of this circum- 
stance. 

fThe passage is very striking in ill application to this 
stoiy: " LpAtn not the way of the bealbcn, and be not dis- 
*- mayed at the signs of ihe heaven, for the heathen are die 
. * mayed at them." Jeremiah x. 3. 

the 
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the present raperiority of knowledge ii eflecled 
by their own reasonings, snch inttances of baman 
weakness, as are to be found in andent bUtoiy, 
in men so much wiser and better than themselves, 
might prove the illumination to be derived from a 
higher source. 

I am obliged to you for mentioning the Duchess 
«f Portland's well-timed generosity to poor Mr. 
3 . It does one good to bear of such in- 
stances, and strengthens one's love of human 
nature, which is sometimes in danger of growing 
too weak, perhaps unjustly, and merely from not 
knowing how many kind and generous acUons 
there are, to connterhalanca the hard-heartedneas 
-which can never be concealed. 

A fearful, turbulent November indeed ! yes- 
terday was so calm and pleasant, that I hoped the 
moon, which locked so sweet and smiling into my 
window, had brought peace and quietness to the 
elements in this quarter. But to-day all is st(H*m 
and uproar. { am sitting in view of the dashing 
waves, which make a most noble appearance. 
But, alas, where is our dear Sylph ! I do not 
indulge myself with brooding over terrora, bat I 
shall rejoice to hear that she has crost St. George's 
Channel, and is safely fixed in Bolton Row. I 
am sure you will not delay to give me as speedy, 
an, account as possible of her arrival ; for, by a 
^ letter 
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Ifiter jut recftwed, thwe is evety reMoa f o fenr. 
fibs u vow on her joaraey : God send the may b* 
aa£e, I long mucb to be assured of it. 

By the meeting of Parliamentj 1 suppose Lon- 
don is in full society, in which however I hope yoa 
will not engage to the extent of your present 
health, but always keep a reserve of quiet and 
spirits, that may help you to persevere through 
the winter. 2 imagine most of my friends have 
got to town. By a letter from Mrs. Talbot I am 
glad to find she is fixed in ber winter quarters. I 
was^uite broken hearted about ber some tim« 
Ago, as she was grown so deaf, that she could 
hear nothing bat hy a trumpet, and even wiUi 
that assistance very imperfectly. But it has 
pleased God, tfaait the now hears again very well, 
» most wonderful mercy at her age, for which she 
is very thankful indeed, and so am I for her sake. 
It was very grievous to think that this good wo- 
man, who ia 80 Dobly ditpoied to enjoy every 
blessing, after the loss of one so distinguished, 
should be deprived of the comfort of conv^'sation 
and bo(^, to which so great a part of her day 
' vras indebted for its amusement 

Adieu, iny dear friend, take care of yourself 
and do not write but when it is quite convenient 
to your health and leisure, for ai I have the plea- 
sure of knowing you are bo ne^ me, I shall be less 
, . solicitous 
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•Dlicitont tbui vrhm yon vere At & disttitcc, from 
whence, I coiil4 never bear any tbtng of you Irodt 

any body else. ' 



LETTER CLV. 

Deal, Dtcmher 20, 17r2. 

You have formed a very animated, as 
vrell as a very true picture, my dear friend, of 
tbe betoc^neous assemblies oS oar Sylpb. The 
singular art, bywbich sbe produces the effects 
which you so well describe, certainly depends 
upon tiie sin^larity of her character, which I 
apprehend to. be a matter of deep investigation, 
and made up of a great variety of particulars. 
One means by which she preserves so many na- 
turally jarring chuacters; as compose her motley 
crowd, from quarrelling with each other, is by 
contriving to put them all into perfect good 
humour with tbemselves ; and wherever this is 
tbe case, all external war is at an end. Asy upon 
these occasions, our Sylph has not a grain of 
vanity, nor the least degree of merely personal 
feelings ; she has an infinite deal of attention to 
bestow^ in adapting herself to tbe feelinga of 
others ; 
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others ; and thiis, without any appearance of Bat- 
tery, of eSbrt, or of design, she accomplishes the 
l^int of making each of the individaak vrith whom 
her blue room is crowded, consider itself as a 
principal and distinguished object ; and wherever 
people can imagine themselves to possess the 
firet place, they will always be in wonderful good 
humour with all the world about them. 

It is certamly very laudable, and very useful 
to introduce " divine truths by the dexterity of 
" httinao wisdom/' bat my olgection was to the 
trickeries of human conning. I cannot perfectly 
agree with you in the difference between these 
two great men ; for I cannot help thinking that 
Dr. Seeker, in point of masterly reasoning and 
understanding, has greatly the superiority ; and 
with regard to teaming, his was more universal, 
and more critical, than that of any person I ever 
knew. The fault which strikes me in Dr. Sher- 
lock, is not so much in his attempts to prove the 
general truths of the Gospel, as in finding a 
meaning for some particular passages, so very 
ingenioas and reckercki, as tends very much to 
weaken the plain and *natural sense ; and if such 
a method was generally pursued, I think it would 
throw the whole Scriptures into confusion. There 
are some objections of this kind to be made to 
another 
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tiiotb«r wry ■dmimi, and, in nwiy hujlance I 
Mieve, a verj admbraUe wnt«r. Dr. Heylin. 

Ab to the good peopk of Brittol uid Lir^q^, 
Ac. &c, and of all otho- place* of tndeaod com- 
merce, one Evangeliit will probably do just as 
well Bt aoother. They have too much comnoa 
seme, to be spefiuktive usbelieven; and too 
much worldly business, to be practical ChriitiaiM. 
Po not ditnk me uaeharitable, there are no 
doubt very fnany particular exceptioas, but web 
wiU be the general tendency of such a tram de 
vie. The most hopeleH of (xmviction aretob9 
found among the people ef vacant li^, reasMi- 
ing^— not reasonable — beads, and r^nlar conduct, 
too highly oeneeited of faunwa understanding. 
(d think it needs any assistance ; and too v^\ 
saUiGed with humaa virtue, to think it wants any 
l(»«;iTeness. But God be thanked you are a 
Gbristian, and I may as well reserve my specu- 
laticms, if there is any use in Uiem, for tboee who 
are not *. 

* Should any such read these Letten, it U to be eariws^y 
bopeil ihst they will attend to this, and inaDy other passages 
of the like import in them. Without humility of mind, 
Christianity can neither he felt nor underatood. " Seest 
" thou a man wise in bis ova conceit? There is more h<^ 
" of a foot tbau of bini>" 

What 



DiailizodbvGoOglc 



187 

c What do j^-pditicians in towp tfatok of the. 
secret coipoiittee, vd U»e fifty Utousaad potuidii 
ifbicli is to be vpent vpoo iti* We in the country 
^lunUe and groan. Indeed, there is so mach 
iniquity in the whole a&dr, that I ean hope no 
good from an inquiry about it, while there will 
certainly be do repaeation made to the poor in- 
jured people of llindostan, whom we have so 
vilely ^nd scandalously plundered and opprcst, 
and are now quarrelling sboai the division of th^ 
fpoii. 

. Od Saturday evening we had one of the nuMt 
dreadful statfrm I ever saw^ wbichthrew the whob 
place into cfwiternalion. Such flashes, or rather 
RDCh a coptinued stream of blue lightning. I do 
not recollect ever to have seen, iuad there was 
jjoe such burst of thunder, as threw scnne people 
jta the ground, and others iuto faiotings and fibs. 
I cannot help thinking, however, that those who 
conceived themselves to be knocked down by the 
thunder, fell merely by the sudden start (^ their 
own terrors, or there would have been some less 
equivocal proof of its power, I thank God no 
miscliief was done here, which was very provi- 
dential, considering the extreme violence of the 
lightning ; my eyes have scarcely yet recovered 
its effect. I should have been much more alarmed 
if I bad known the danger to which my brother 
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uras exp<Hed, vrho was ont on horseback ia the 
jtorst of it ; and; though he has fewer fears than 
any body I know^ he told me he thooght he 
never shoald have reached home. However, I 
(hank God, both he and his servant arrived safely 
through it *. 

What have you gone and published four Scr- 
monsj and never sent them to me ? I have just 
now received the information in a letter, and am 
questioned about its truth. 

it is now fixed that I am to go to Tunstal on. 
Saturday, and hope Monday or Tuesday follow- 
ing to be in London ; I cannot telt which, as my 
motions do not so much depend on myself, as on 
Dr. Pennington's horses, who are to convey me. 
and I therefore know not how fast 1 shall travel. 
Adieu, my dear friend, I hope very'soon to as- 
sure you, de vive voix, of my being most faith' 
fully yours, &c 

* No man was ever more free from fear thui Mr. Carter 
vat, but tbe Editor has often beaid him speak of tbis storm 
as being peculiarly terrific, and tbat his scpant was dread- 
fully frightened. He described the lightning as reminding 
him of one of the Egyptian plagoes, when thejire ran alon^ 
vjXM the ground. 
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LETTER CLVJ. 

HcDley, May 87, 1773. 

After tmny moral ^nd economical cal- 
culi^ons on the intrinsic value of three pence, 
and the proportion it bears to that of the informa- 
tion of a friend not being drowned, having at 
last determined on a small preference in favor of 
the latter, I am in consequence set down to ao- 
quunt you, that, after all the lamentable accounts 
of BO many floods, I am arrived at Henley with- 
out incurring any perils by water, or, I thank. 
'God, any other whatever. Indeed there was so 
little appearance of any danger oi thii sort^ th^t 
1 cannot account for the kind apprehensions' of 
some of my friends, but upon that most admi- 
rable system of French philosophy, which baa so 
clearly and irrefragably proved, that the general 
and predominant terror of all the men, women, 
and children, that have ever Uved in ail ages, and 
in all countries, has been the constant expectation 
of a Deluge. 

The few lucid intervals which disclosed the 

prospect between Maidenhead and Henley, gave 

me reason to regret the unfavorable sky, which 

allowed 



DoiizodbvCoogli: 



196 

sllowed me to sec so litUe of it. What I couM 
discover reminded me of the views about Chatham 
and Rochester. The difference ftere, indeed, is 
that the Thames wanders along in all the play- 
fulAeu, j>f youth and idleness, while there the 
Medway marches on with an air of business and 
importance, inciimb^yed With the weight of fleets 
ftnd navies, which it Aiust be confessed, are not 
well adapted to the c&feless beauties of an Arca- 
dian scene. 

1 hope to get In good time to Wittenham to- 
morrow; it is not above sixteen miles from 
Jience, but the latter part of the road, I bdieve, 
i* very indifferent, which will of course tei&rd 
my motions. I could wish for a few days of sun- 
shine for my little excursion ; but my business is 
to see my brothef and sister, and I shati endea- 
vour to consider the weather as only a' circntn- 
stance, and get into good humour accordingly. 
I hope you are disposed tb be sO with this letter. 
Indeed, be it ever so dull, it is no fault of mine ; 
for, as dnother French philosopher in the short 
compass of ninety pages has, as I am told, accu- 
rately demonstrated the same temperament of 
sky, which is particularly fevorable to the growth 
of cabbages, is downright poison fo'the human 
genius; now one cannot, I think,' imagine a day 
, more propitious to the growth of cabbages than 
• the 
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the prnent; tiuldie inference naturally follovrsi 
i kfuiw ttot whethu- Out pfailosopfaer bas extended 
Iris system to tht hmrt i whetlHr be kas, or not^ 
In defiance o£ all lyttcms, i febl miae to be amt 
fiitthfutly. 

Yours. &e. 



LETTER CLVII. 

Deal, Jwu^, irrt. 

My dearFriead; 

It was not tffl alRer tbe post was gonC 
out yesterday, that 1 arrived at tbe &i4 <>£ my 
joamey; i stayed two days -at TunsAal, aUl 
found my sister and the family quite well. Your 
godson mighty hapfiy at hbving discotered in a 
magazine somethings which calls it&elf yoar chSL-r 
nc^r. Yott will approve bt6 being Uie mosf 
ddighted with that part of it, which nentionp 
your haTing given away the profits of the Essay 
to a widow in distress. He desires me to send his 
duty to you. In walking about Canterbury yesr 
terday, I unexpectedly met my In^ther. and as 
we were going through the cloisters, on Bcetn|f 
him puU <^ bis bat, aad ^sak .in passing. to ft 
lady. 



DoiizodbvCoo^Ie 



tadj, I askedvrtio ihe was, tind wba should U 
be, but Miss Frensham, whom ray shDrt-sighted 
e3'e8 had not discovered, andfor this tinoe she w&i 
equally Uind, and knew neitiier my brotfaernor 
me. Whea I found out who she was, \Tim after 
her ; she is quite well, and she is to set out to- 
day with Mrs. Berkley to conduct young Berk- 
ley toJFrance. 

I had sundry invitations to dine at Canterbury, 
which to be sure I had full time to do ; but I was 
impatient to get home, and by no means in spi- 
rits, as J had hea^ from my brother that poor 
Mrs. Primrose died the day before, and I wanted 
to get to Mrs. Underdown ;' 1 iras so fiappy as to 
find her in a state of eomposure and resignation, 
for which her friends haTc the more reason to be 
thankful, as her nerres and spirits are liable to 
terrible agitations, and her health has suffered 
much by her sister's long illness, of which she 
foresaw the danger long before any body dse ; 
and poor thing she bf» for so many vfeela been 
in such a miserable state, that her life wa» very 
•oncwnfortable to herself, which should help to 
reconcile her friends to the conclusion of it Yet 
iinder all circumstances, the losa of any one with 
■whom one has beea long connected must be 
aererely felt My spirits are low, and they would 
have beeu much liwer had I returned two or 
three 
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three days sooner, a9 .1 ^ould have deemed It 
ri^ht to do, had I had an idea Mrs. PrimnM* 
was so-near herend ; I knew the helpless stitte 
she Was iti, but had bc^ed to see her once more ; 
now all my care fnust he employed for my defit 
■Mrs. Underdown.: * - 

I lay at Dartfoitt th^ night I left London, and 
was waked by the thunder, which'was very loud 
there, remarkably -so, as it was evidently at a 
distance from the length of the intervals from the 
lightning. I see by the papers it was much 
more- violent in town ; very violent it must have 
been, wherever it exerted its greatest force. - ' 

I long to know how you do, and what you ^-^ 
probably by this time you are arrived at Sandle- 
ford, at least to judge by my own feelings, I 
,hopeso. There is something, so uncMufortable 
in the general dispersion at Uiis season, that I am 
always glad when I am got quietly settled in m; 
summer retreat, where I can think at leisure on 
the hopes of meeting my friends again, which. 
cannot so easily be effected at the moment of 
parting with them. Alas, how long must we 
look forward to the prospect of seeing our dear 
Sylph again. Such distant views perhaps may 
seem absurd for beings of an hour; yet hop* 
serves to keep us in cheerfulness and good 
Rumour, and provided the mind is fiumished with 

Tot. H. O gensral 
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gtine^ principles of rengnetioDi may allowftbly 
be indulged. No one^ I believe, ever supported 
ft disappointment the better for anticipation. 

Be so good as to make my complimentB to Dr. 
and Mn. Beattle, I shall be very glad to hear 
that the endeavours of his friends bave suc- 
ceeded ; but be does not seem to me, to have 
taken the road to court &vor *, and I cannot help 
having a much Wronger dependence on a contri- 
bution from the private fnends of cbriaUa^ty 
And virtue^ Adieu, my dear friend, let me bear 
Irom yw won ; 1 do not wish for a long letter, 
it will- be .cpiite long enoiigb to please roe, if it 
fi«siiFe8,me yos are weQ, and ^ink kindly of 
Yours, &c. 



* Hfs. Carter was, b<WeTer, mistaken. Dr. Braltie in 
Ait jeu gbtaiiHid a peiuioD uf 2001. a year. Hi» reception 
in Laodftn was also most gratifyiog, as well as merited. Dr. 
Johnson says of hint, in a leittr to Mr. Boswell, of July 5, 
1773> " Bcaltie is so caressed, and invited, ajid treated, and 
lik^d, and flattered by the great, that I can sec nothing of 

■ . Boswdl's Life of Johnson, 5th Ed. vol. 2. 
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UJtTER CLVm. 

Deal, /«« 12, 1773. 

It gives me great pleasure to think, my 
dear friend, that you are escaped from the joyless 
hui'ry and heat of London, and are at this minute 
drinking your tea at Sandleford, 4n your dressing 
room, fanned by the breath of zephyrs, and 
serenaded by the songs of nightingales, and think- 
. ing on all your friends dispersed over the globe 
by the restless^ but beautlAil spirit of summer. 
For the present, perhaps, you are mighty well 
contented to converse with them, tout a voire 
aiae, in mere idea ; and it may be some time 
before you are sufliciendy satisfied with quiet 
and green trees, to begin to anticipate the winter 
months of social life. Alas, for us, that there 
can be no hope of the dear Sylph, with her 
delightftd spirit of innocent irregularity to enli- 
ven the prospect of this scene. You may be 
sure of my hearty amen to your prayer. Indeed 
•uch long interruptions of our best pleasures in 
so ihort a Kfe would be equally grievous and un< 
accountable, if the glad hope of being again, 
vnited to that " general assembly," which is 
• t ^l»ced 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



196 

placed beyond the reach of mortal accidents, did 
not reconcile us to the imperfections of our pre- 
sent enjoyments. . , 

I do not wonder that Lady N should not 

seem very fond of th^ prospect of goings to 
Ireland. The society can hardly be so agreeable 
to her as that to n4iich she has been accustomed 
in England ; and her situation there cannot en- 
title her to any of those popular distinctions, by 
which the gratification of ambition, if she bas 
any, might compensate the loss of pleasure. I 
have a notion there were some nustoken iUeai 
formed upon this subject at first, which have 
probably since been eonfuted. , But of all t)iis.I 
am 04^ absolutely sure. One. cannot help ; pity^ 

ing poor Lord N , whose social good humouy 

would find more pleasiH'e in talking with Mr^ 
Denoyer, and promoting- her interest, -than in 
figuring at a court, even where his father acts as 
the king. 

As poor Dr. Beattie was to ask for a pension> 
I am very glad there is a prospect of his success; 
but that genius and virtue like his should be un- 
der the necessity of asAing .for any thing in th« 
power of those who have rewards to bestow, it 
too strong a justification of all the severe trut^ 
that one has so often heard against courtiers and 
their/niasters. As Dr. Seattle's merit is not unr 
known 
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known to -^ — ^', it will be to the last degree dis- 
graceful and scandalous if it is not properly 
ft^nled, 

■ Dfd ■ you leam any thing particular of dear, 
excellent, unhappy, Lady Prances, before you 
left town; By a letter just now received from 
Mrs. Talbot, I find the answer at the door is the 
same as it has been for so many sad weeks. I 
fear she is for ever lost, for all the purposes of 
this world to hn^elf, and to her friends, and to 
societyj in which she acted so noble a part. Yet 
it is a blessing to all who so intimately knew her, 
to hare so long been connected with a character 
of so much virtue ; , and the memory of her 
example, it is to be hoped, may remain long after 
all her power of exertion is ceasad. 

" Ob vhKt & Doble mind it then ovcrthrowa." 

Mrs. UndeFdown, I thank God, continuea in 
very calm spirits, her piety and resignation are 
quite exemplary, and contribute much towards 
those feelings of thankfulness which she expresses 
for the blessings ^1 left her ; her health menda 
slowly, but I hope will get much better when she 
gets into the air, and uses exercise, which she 
has promised to do next week. The loss of Mrs. 
Primrose has been a most heavy stroke to her. I 
devote 
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devote much of my time to ber, as it t*em» to> 
afford her comfort. 

Indeed, I have not been sufficiently settled to 
get into any regular course of reading. At odd 
times I have read two or three volumes of Dr. 
Hawkesworth's edition of Swift's works. I have 
been much pleased with the Doctor's pfotes, 
which I never saw before. Some of them con-^ 
vey au excellent mcwal lesson, and -others give a 
fair' and candid interpretation of the desi^ of 
his author, for which 1 felt much obliged to him., 
Indeed, I have always considered Swift as a cha- 
racter of more real wortli. than most of the co-> 
temporary writers with whom he corresponded. 
The extravagance of his wit, and the strange 
improprieties into which it too often hurried him, 
seem to have been absolute distemper; and the 
concluding years of his life, which in any other 
view, form so deplorable a part of the history of 
siich a genius, sippear in a comfortable light, 
when they are considered as merely being proofs 
Uiat his aberrations from decency, and his neglect 
of, or want of attention to religion, did not pro- 
ceed from a corrupted heart, or from scepticism ; 
but from physical infirmity, wbidi at If^st ended in 
complete imbecility of mind *. 

Your 

■ *■ This is The l>cst, and perhaps ihe only apology that can 

be made bmh for Switt'j writings, and for many parts of his 

conduct. 
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Yoar dnmiBsal of your good Doctor-made mje 
amile ; I am gUtd you have dismtued bim at least 
in the capacity (^ a Doctor, for I think as a 
compaaion, you would have him Bet-down in 
your paper. It is ^ievous to see how his liberal 
and expanded mind is stiffened and shrivelled by 
the Quaker forms. If ever he stays long enough 
in a place^ which but seldom happens^ to enter 
into conversation, he becomes warm and ani- 
mated ; his soul bursts the shell, in which it had 
been cramped and folded, and springs forth all 
alive, and gUttering with vivid colouring. In- 
deed, he is, I believe, a man of uncommon 
talents, great knowledge of the world, very ain^ 
cere piety, and a most beiievolrait heart *. 

Indeed, my dear friend, I cannot tol»ate your 
apologies about franks. If there ever was a tim« 
when I might have felt the postage of a letter, 
your kindness and generosity have certainly made 
that, and many other points quite easy to me. 
I do not squander my money in blonds «id 

conduct. He i» grnerally considered only at a piwt and a 
politician ; but it ii paiaful to reflect that he was also a 
clergyman. 

" The physician alluded to was Dr. Polhergill, and who* 
ever remcinbers thai excellent ami amiable man, will not be 
likely tu disagree with Mrs. Carter in her view of his cha- 
racter. 

gauzes. 
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'gti-awB, and l4hank (3cHl,.and the goodness of 
.my ihends, I have sufficient for indulging myself 
.in every snrfi real comfort as 1 receive from the 
.assurance of their being vrell^and conttnuing me 
in their remembrance. — Adieu, &c. 



, LETTER CUX. 

Deal, Aneig, 1773. " 

By this time, my dear friend, I hope 
your lookfl bt-gin to sympattiize with your. consti- 
tution, and huve lost all unpressions of the 
-smoke ; and 1 heartily rejoice (o hear that you are 
quite free from feverisliness, for while that re- 
mained, the fragiance of roses, and the music of 
the woods, would be capable of affording very 
little more pleasure, than the smell of stde mac- 
karel, or tlie Screaming of brick dust and small 
coals 1 am sorry to tind that when you have 
evidently been so much mended by diange of 
air, 'you are obliged to ■ return to town. If you 
are there now, the fine shower of last night must 
have a little cooled the air for you, otherwise I 
think London xvill be too warm for you. In our 
open coast, fanned by the sea breeze, the wea- 
ther 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



«01 

ther M Tery delightful, and the frequent gentle 
diowars preserVes the fields in the brightest ver- 
dure. There is, thank_Crodj a vei^ happy pros- 
pect of plenty, if human fdly or. wickedness 
does not frustrate the bounties of heaven. It is 
very certain, that at this' time there is not.any 
scarcity either of animads, or of .grass, and yet 
the price of meat is most scuidBlouBly.ke|rt up. 

I am glad Mrs. Cirtts is with Mrs. Scott ; she 
is, I think, very ingenious, and a remarkaUe 
good wotnan, and I sbonld have thought it do 
fault of her's that broke up the trio at Hitcham ; 
but she is very well taken care of by her Imrther ; 
and Mrs. Scott is always dtjighted to see her in 
the suHimer. Mrs. Douglas is going to pay a 
vi^t to: my brother in Berkshire, and as it ts so 
near, 1 hope she will go to the Cooironooration at 
Oxford. But what is the CoD)menionitt6n at' 
Oxford, to die great doii^ next week at Ports- 
moath. . 

I cannot help thinking, but that good part of 
the hurry of your London life might be avoided, 
if you had a villa at a small distance. And of 
what use is all the prosperity of your coal mines, 
if it cannot purchase you a medicine, for in this 
light I consider it. 

I do not enter into the reasonableness of Mrs. 
W 'a displeasure, on the occasion you men- 
tion ; but you may remember, that when we 
talked 
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talked da tbu subject, I lock the liberty oS tell- 
ing yoa; that I thought she herself was the per- 
flon to wfaott it w9uM be proper for you to ai^y ; 
and indeed I was pretty Mwe ^e would not take 
H weS> if an applicataon was made to any one 
che. With regaid to her aflifftida, ftob all that 
I have learned, it appears to be very deep and 
aiacere. 1 ani' sure I dnient from yon in tiiis 
ptttnt from a mere principle of justice ; for I 
never had the least connection with her what- 
•ner, eiren of the most common acquaintance. 

"I htive not seen Dr. Hawkeaworth'^ book. It 
has received much abase ironi the newspapers ; 
bat that would not prejudice me against it. Such 
an objeetifm as you make ii indeed of rfty real 
importance, and I am sorry to find he has de- 
parted in any instance frem the tendenDy>of his 
former writings *. 

I suppose our dear Sylph it by tiiis time ready 
to embark for Ireland ; I have not heard fnm 

* This probably relafet to the Doctor's narrative of C^* 
tain Coob'g Voyage, in which he was sapposed to ^iiy, or 
at least to discountenance ihe delightful anci coDsoling idR« 
of a particular overruling and disposing Providence. He 
was much hurt by this imputation ; and there seems reason 
to believe lliac he was not aware of the tendency of wlMt h» 
so carelessly and injudiciously wrote, and of the ill usa to 
which it might be applied. 

9 hey 
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her since I left lioadon. Lady Dartrey wrote 
me a note just as they landed, to let me know 
they -wete safe and well, which was like her usual 
kindness. I hope something will he done by the 
ministry, in a &ir reasonable manner, to satisfy 
the Irish. It is terrible to think of the conse- 
quences of a breach to both kingdoms in gene- 
ral, and to one's friends in particular. . Your 
illness was quite a diiogcm to our Sylph. How- 
ever, she was very kind in giving me a true stat^ 
of tbe case, without any tincture from her fears. 

I will tell you a little anecdote of the Emperor, 
which perhaps you may not have heard, and it is 
from good authority. When he was at a certain 
court, his Imperial Majesty entered into cpnver- 
sation with a statesman grown grey in the science 
of politics. The old man naturally supposed he 
would have talked to him in his own way ; but 
the Emperor chose to discourse only on war and 
religion, two subjects of which the politician, in 
relating this story, said he understood very little, 
but could just discover from- the conversation, that 
the Emperor in war was a corporal ; and in reh- 
gion a capuchin *, 

As 

* The Emperor Joseph ihc Second ; a roan who appears 

to have bcguu hia poHiical life with the best inteiilians, and 

wilb the moat earnest desire of eiicreosirg the happiness of 

mankind. 
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Aryou talked of'-being^ in Londoit oa Wed- 
■esrfty, 1 (tirec4.ttijs to Hilt-8treet> frpm whence 
pwjfighfe miejust one line to «ay yctoare wdl and 

vfe. : 
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' : .1 EULLv rejoke, my dear friend, in the 

hetlth and epirits with which you appear to enjoy 
yam- ntnm. to Sandleford. The day on wbidi 
JOB proposed to walk over yoar-teirilmes, was a 
del^lhtful one, and must have set every improve- 
ment in.the.&irest point of view. .' The expe- 
ditioa in iUdf mast have been very pleasant; 
Th<e heart feels, one of its most innocent plea- 
Viits, and best tnuiepcnrts in the view of every 
fHToper improvement c^ the bounties of heaven. 

Buokind. But u ibis anecdote shews, he thought he knew 
c«;ery thing, while in reality lie was rerj ignoraal, especialty 
of the nature of man as a moral agent. Hence he knew not 
fctnv ta govern, or rather how to lead him; and thci«fi(>re 
Itecame, as he owned himself with a biltei sigh, " unfor- 
tniiate in all his enterprizes." 

May 
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tAaj'ym. long c^oy all those .which the ilnuac' 
goodntess has in such praiiision^' atiid- in so imnj 
varieties assigned if OH, andina. maqnerth^iivtil' 
impTess ontbeiin.tfae.'sfefllxf eternity.' ' '. i ' ■■■'.: : 
The fine shows of this world have no )bitg> 
continuance, and must give place to one another. 
The Portsmouth expedition has been swallow^ 
up Jn, the great, doings at Otrfprd.- ■ .Mrs, Dougl^, 
was there, and raosj h'giily eptertwucd. . ijii 
yon ever see a^qiore wicked article, .tlian Jhp.pue. 
in the newspapers, dated fromOxford, '^Ting ;an 
account ^at the roof of the theatre had falleitiip^ 
and that four, tljousand people wpre. buried under 
the ruins-? .. Fro^some circujn^t^cei al the eoi 
of the letter there was season, to.lhink it.apia-; 
yentioD ; but this -H^as not sufj^ci^i^t tp'remore xhe 
shock whichjone had f^lt, J^)i).th|A b^ginaifg,-jb]t)ti 
slill there .was nb e^tainly';>.aa^ reason is net 
always an irresistible check tp Ib^ fjCE^ingi of'^hi 
heart; and anypcTson^ who, -in all probabihtjjr, 
had a brother and sister, and a family of friends 
in the place,- could not be very, easy in a rep«it 
not impoisijyie to be true. The. next post^ GoA 
be thanked-, proved it to be a lie, but mynerres 
had been terribly hurt In the mean time. How is 
it possibly any human mind can delight itself in 
such WJ^nton^iigischief! To invent a Jie, fi^ni 
which no:a4)^ntege can arise, butfipm the.fufr 
L .; ferings 
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ferings of Qfhen, by vrhom (lie aathon haye 
never been offended, has s(»Dething in it that 
would teem quite inferaal, if it could not be re- 
golved into one of ^e most pernicioiu of hnmaa 
evils, vanity *. 

" All human race would fain be witt," 

and from the idea, that there vas something 
very witty and ingenious in this composition, I 
suppose the writer was induced to publish it, at 
the small hazard of giving pain to the hearts of 
half a nation. I hope the account did not reach 
Mrs. Dunbar, in Ireland. Both the writer of 
that letter, and the publisher, surely deserve a 
more severe punishment than many that are in- 
flicted by the law, on faults which do not bring 
half so much misery on society. I hear Lady 
Edgcnmbe was ill at Oxford, but not dangerously. 
It seemed a great undertaking for any consti- 
tution, not made of iron and steel, to go through 

* The observation, no doubt, is jutt ; and this, which is 
generally tuppoted to be a trifliog passion, unworthy of 
■erious and religious remark, is the occasion of more evil 
than many other more obviously dangeroiu pcnreisious of 
the human mind, la Scriptural language vanity refers to 
those who are not guided by religious oblig&tioD ; but tha 
«UMiMini/jt of the royal preachi-r, relates only to the state. 
of huinaa life, and not to the pastioni of the human breast. 

the 
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the hurry of the review at Portsmouth, and then 
io attempt the Commemoration. 

I had a letter from our dear Sylph^ dated from 
the isle of Ao^esea^ \*A week^ Long be^sre 
this I hope she is happily landed on the further 
shore, &ionL whence she will cast many a longing 
look towards those whom she has left behind- 
'Lady Dartrey'* sweet litlk boy is ordered by Mr. 
itawkins to bathe in (he ae», and I expect to see 
Mm at Deal. He is not ill, but wants atreng^, 
and her Ladyship leaves Irdand the sooiifH' on 
this aecmmt, so that I expect to see her «oor 
after his arrival. I h&ve ^luiown Dr. Hawkes- 
woith many ■y^ars, and boBovred him as the au- 
thor of the Adventurers, which are an exoeUent 
set of pap«s. I tan very sorry to find i^aA. ttiis 
last perf(»mance is so unworthy of him. 1 have 
not seen it, and certainly never shall have Ibe 
least curiosity to read it from the accounts that 
you, and some of my other friends, have given 
me of it. I hope to hear soon tfatjt quiet mod 
lireshair have h^tiie desired effect and that you 
•re, my dear firiend, quite well. 
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LETTER CLXI. 

Atigutt 14, ITfS. ' 

'. IheaehuI rejoice, my dear friend^ to 
' .find you bave'ditinusaed your fenei, and. I hi^ 
.the quiet of Sandlefoi-d will preveot its retoni. 
It is indeed Tekatious tiiat such hours as year's, 
«houId be consuoied amidst the trifling occap*' 
■iions of a ^vateE-drinking pkce ; yet if want of 
.health pKvents theii .proper eiDplojmeot, they 
bad better be spent iu tri&ing thaa in pain .aod 
^tanguor, ^specially where it may be hoped that a' 
few vfeebs, thiu sa?rifif^d> mQy. enable, you the 
better t0 perform yritb spirit aod e^seyour.dutwi 
:for the rest: of the year. . I am glad you do not 
go into the North this year^ . ' 

J am very sorry to hear^oftpogr Dr. Beattie'* 
jtmcoipl^rtable suspense. Thiese cruel d^&ys' and 
doubts will fall the'qnore heavily on his spirit^ at 
probably his studious retirement must have ren- 
dered him unacquainted with the character of 
courtiers, and he could receive no information 
from the rectitude apd simpUcity of his own 
njnd. 

S Yoo 
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Yoa ask me if I have read Banks' and Solan- 
der's Toyages ? I have not, and I believe I neref 
thall. Mrs. Howe was so good as to propose 
sending me the book to Deal, bat I have declined 
iL The account which yon gave me^ of th« 
very wrong tendency of the preface, (and the 
same account I have since received from others) 
and the scandalons indecency of some parts of 
the hook, have raised my indignation, and en- 
tirely prevented my feeling any curiosity about 
it. It gives one pleasure to find that this nation 
fcas still virtue enough left to be shocked and dis- 
gusted by an attack upon religion, and an out- 
rage against decency, snch as Dr. Hawkesworth'c 
la^ perfwmance, which I find is most universally 
disliked. My own opinion of the book is not de- 
lived from the criticisms in the newspapers, which 
I scarcely ever read, but from other accounts, 
some of them from people not remarkaUy strict, 
nor likely to be much scandalized, unless the faults 
bad been very striking. I am told there are 
siany literary inaccoracies ; but these are triflei 
compared with moral offences ; though even these, 
irom a proper regard to the public, perhapi 
onght to have been avoided. 

You would have laughed, my dear friend, if 
you could have seen the astonishment and per- 
plexity into vliidi I was thrown^ by Ae introdnc- 

Tot. II. P tioi^ 
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tion of your letter, not being able to form the 
least idea why I was to be dignified by the title of 
Doctor. A few lines brought me to a solutioa 
of my diflSculties. Though I feit very little ele- 
vation from my appointment to the cap and gown, 
both my vanity and my heart were very agree- 
ably flattered by my companion, and still more 
by the affectionate manner in which you express 
yourself about it. I must feel pleased at finding 
myael^ united with you, even in a couplet of Tun- 
bridge poetry, or a University degree. But— 
" J^on est mortale quod opto." 1 have infinite 
ambition in my views both for you and myself, 
which soars beyond all the sublunary honors, and 
looks forward to the " prize of that high calling," 
■which leads our hopes to the starry wreaths of 
immortality. May heaven unite us in this su- 
preme attainment ! 

I beg you will not neglect to take the mille- 
pedes, it is a most excellent medicine for the ob- 
struction you mention in your glands, and beside* 
may be pf great use to your eyes. However, if 
they should grow ever so strong, yet as they 
must always be short-sighted, I hope you will . 
never attempt to ride a single horse, but conder 
scend to get behind some good stayed, sober, 
dull man, on a dull horse, with a strong leathern 
belt round his coat, on which yomnay take good 
«ure 
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lii^e hold, aiid ride milch more safely, than by 
ftiouilting a Pegasus of your own guiding. 

My little friend Thomasino arrived here dn 
li'ndey in good health and spirits, and is, I thank 
God, a comfortable child as one can wish for his 
delicate frame. 1 hope the sea will contribute 
to render him a little more robust. I especC 
Lady Dartrey next week, though I have begged , 
her not to hurry herself, as the child id quite 
well. Lord and Xjady Dartrey most truly deserve 
what you say of them, for they are most emi- 
nently good. 1 can never reflect with too great 
thankfulness on the happiness of being intimately 
connected with so many characters who are an 
ornament to human nature, and do honor to 
those divine principles by which they are guided^ 
I scarcely ever receive a letter from any of my 
friends, in which I do not find some sentiment of 
their own, or some description of others, that 
gladdens, and I hope tends to improve my heart *. 
From the great and general view of public tranS' 
actions, and alas ! of public corruptions, how com- 
fortable is it to retire to the walks of private vir- 

* If ihete letter* fail to produce the effect, here so beau- 
tifully deicribed, on the hearts of those who msy read them, 
the Editor will be deeply mortified. He will have to regri't 
time, which he can ill S[)arc, mis-spent ; labor thrown away, 
ikhd hope disappointed. 

p3 tue: 
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tue ; to actions and sentiments whidi no bislury 
will celebrate, but which are registered iu the re- 
cords of eternity ! 

August ?Q. 

A MOST violent fit of the head-aeli prevented 
my finishing this letter, and now I have to thank 
you for one last night receired. I rejoice to hear 
you are better. Lord and Lady Darlrey are 
arrived ; her Ladysliip, I thank God, quite well, 
but they were a good deal discomfited by a ter* 
Tible col«l howling north-east wind, which has a 
most dismal effect upon this place ; and it wa» 
Texatiotts to think of their having ssch an aceueA 
from tltis rough son of EoLus, at their first arrival, 
after such a succesaiwi of beautiful weather as we 
have had, and which has given all oar prospects- 
their highest beauty. The two last dayi have 
been quite doleful with wind and rain. The sun 
Tevisits us to-day, but does not seem in perfect 
good huiDOttf. My friends had the comfort of 
finding the dear boy quite well, 
. I heartily congratalate yoa, EH", and Mrs. Beat- 
tie, on the very agreeable conclusion of his sus- 
pense, and 1 reJCTce that the King's favrjr is cir- 
cumstanced in a manner so advantageous and 
comfortable to him. I beg you will be so good 
as 4o assure the Doctor how very sincerely I par- 
ticipate 
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ticipate in his success. I imagine you have heard 
of an unexpected advantage to another worthy 
good man ; that Lord Exeter has given the valu- 
able living of St. Clement's to Mr. Burrowsj with 
whom he had not the least acquaintance. 1 am 
persuaded he will faithfully and conscientiously 
discharge the important task of a most diligent 
instnictor of so large a parish. 

Are you not pleased with the match between 
Lord Cranbourn and Lady Mary Hill ? They 
have both such remarkable good characters, as 
afford a well grounded hope of happiness. Lord 
Salisbury bos, I understand, informed hii son 
that he will be generous in the settlements. Poor 
man, he lives in a strange uncomfortable way 
himself; but it is Tery meritorious in him to 
contribute all he can to the happiness of others. 

Mrs. Uuderdown's bMt thanks are your's, for 
your kind enquiries. She has at present top 
' good a proof of her mortal existence by an attack 
of the gout : it is however alight, and I h(^e wiU 
do her good. Mrs. Chali^ is with her, which s 
a g^reat pleasure to her. Adieu, my dear ft'iend. 
I am very much better, and hope to hear you are 
quite recovered. 
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LETTER CLXII, 

peal,;S(pUmber 13, 1773. 

Your letter, my dear friend, which 1 
received last nig'ht, was a very kind relief to the 
anxiety which I had felt, from the apprehension 
of the effect, which the loss of so excellent a friend 
might have on your health. I hope in God as it 
has stood the first shock, it will not now be in so 
much danger of suffering'. Your account of the 
departure of this good man, though wery afiectr 
ing, is full of hope and comfort. It was a blessing 
to all around him, that he was permitted to prer 
serve his senses and serenity to the last, and to 
give so edifying an example what a light and 
glory. Christian principles are capable of di& 
fusing on the last daric scenes of a life spent in 
the exercise of Christian virtues. Few human 
souls, I believe, were ever more naturally dis- 
posed to those virtues than his. His miiid was 
fair at^d candid to the highest deg^, and amidst 
all the intricacies of this perplexed world, his 
heart preserved its native simplicity, and was as 
free fiom guile as that of a little infant. His 
gentle and kind affections were tried by severe 
disap- 
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diBappointments in their nearest objects; but how 
the combat is over; it must always afford the most 
delightful contemplation to his friends, to reflect 
with what unrepiniiig resignation he submitted 
to the utter ruin of all his dearest human hopes; 
but he is now, I trust, rejoicing in the reward of 
(hat goodness, for which he was so ill repaid by 
the world *. 1 think his wretched unhappy son 
is somewhere abroad. 1 believe it is a foolish 
feeling, but I cannot yet bring myself to give 
the name and title of such a father to such a son. 
The friends of his wife, I am told, express the 
vtmost concern for her upon this event, which one 
can easily believe. Poor woman, she will now 
too probably be left exposed to all the miserable 
consequences of her imprudent choice. She bad 
every human security under the protection of 
ench a father-in-law;' but it may too justly be 
questioned, how far mere parchment settlements 
will be a defence against the wickedness of such 
a husband. 

I am glad you hare so many of your friends 
about you, which particularly at present may be 
much better for you, than having so many hours 
to yourself If they leave you soon, I hope you 
wiU make some little excursion. 

■ • George, Lord Lyttelton, died August 22, 1773- 

You 
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You will hear from Tunatal as soon as ibt. 
wheat is gone. Dr. Pennington sent a sUtful 
person to Feversham to transact this bosinessi, 
but this did not satisfy Montagu> who declared be 
would overlook the affair himself, and accord- 
ingly took his horse, and rode along with the 
purchaser. My brother Carter desires me to 
say that he will send you some wheat from Word, 
a place about five miles from hence, where the 
wheat is thought so remarkably good for seed, 
that it is sent from thence to all parts of Eng- 
land : he is proud of your commission, and will 
ship it for Billingsgate as soon as he knows the 
quantity you want : it will not be ready to seod 
till Michaelmas. 

Pray do, my dear, friend, convince yourself 
once for all, of no very perplexing truth, that I 
love you better than I do half a dozen pieces of 
copper. To save these at the bottom of my 
pocket, your letter was five days before it readied 
me, for I had it not till last night, after the abor* 
was written : the post-mark showed that it come 
regular to this place, so the delay must liave beea 
in town. But to shew you that I have as great 
tenderness for your silver, as you had for my 
copper, I kept my letter that I might soake oo* 
answer do for two of your's. 

Amidst your numerous avocations just now, I 
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Am not so aareasonable as to expect you to write 
(o me so regularly as yuu usually do. But I via» 
particularly anxious to hear from you at this time, 
88 I feared your health might have suffered from ■ 
the situation of yonr mind, and 1 should have 
avoided three days' anxiety^ if you had been les* 
ftUentive to that miserable three-pence. 1 jKirti- 
cularly long for good weather just at present, ay 
I think going into the air will do you so much 
good, and be of so much use to your spirits. It 
is impossible for human affections not to feel very 
deeply the loss of such a friend as the excellent 
Lord Lyttelton, though it is accompanied with the 
sweet consolation, that virtues so long and so 
severely tried in this world, are removed to a cer- 
tain reward in a better. His conduct to his 
dBQgfater-in-law it truly kind ; but eight hundred 
8-year instead of five: this addition to berincouie^ 
poor woman ! is purchased at a dear rate, by the 
incxprewible lo«s she mutt too probably feel of so 
kind and powerful a protector. 

The newspapers which reach us here, have 
made no attack upon King Solomon, but content 
themselves with abusing King George, to wbicb 
no doubt they think they have a very good right, 
Ba every En^isbman tbiaks his own King a lavr- 
fiU ^ice. I wrote to condole with our dear 
Sjipb. as lOQa a I thought ibe coald bear of 
good 
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good Lord Jjyttelton's death, which news, I \rell 
knew, would be most afflicting to her. 

Adieu, my dearest friend, do not write to me 
but when it is perfectly convenient to you, but 
let me again intreat that the consideration of 
postage may never be the cause of delay, as a 
letter from you ii always a comfort of the first 
piagnitude to 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER CLXIII. 

Deal, Siptember 20, 1773, 

Ab I have always endeavoured, my 
dear friend, to keep my imagination and my 
common sense in separate apartments^ that thejf 
may not usurp each other's rights; my social 
feelings have been no less exercised than my 
poetical melancholy by the state of the weather. 
This equinoctial bustle is indeed very unfiivour- 
able for invalids. 

Your account of your dear nephew's accident 

quite made me shudder. What a providential 

escape, that the sweet boy did not lose his eye. 

The philosophical Dr. Uawkesworth, if what I 

hav« 
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lifLTe beard of his Byetem is fairly represented, 
>vould gravely argue, that if Providence had any 
thing to do with it, the penknife had never come. 
near the eye ; but (not to mention any thing else) 
Uie X)octor seems not to consider, what a. benefi- 
cial alarm such visible and striking interpoeitions 
of Providence are intended to give to human 
carelessness, vrhich is so apt to overlook its more 
secret and regular exertions for our constant pr&r 
»en^tion *. 

Lady Dartrey went to Bristol, I thank God, 
by way of prevention, more than from necessity, 
for I never saw her better than while here. My 
little friend ThomasiDO is delightfully improved 
fince he has been here. He is all day long 
breathing the fresh sea air, which here is as pure 
^ possible, and for such a fairy, is grown quite 
hardy and ri^ust, and full of spirits. I bdieve 
this animated scene is particularly good for him. 
I found him this morning wilh bis hands idmost 
up U> bis elbttws in a, large dish of ^ve shrimpi. 

* It miist ]>(> obviou* tQ every wejliregulated Htid [hiiJking 
'mind, that if Provideuce permitted no casualties or mislorT 
tunes to occur, all thoughts of the superinteijding care of 
God would BDori be lost in the world. But while for some 
few that BBiFet many escape, ive are Continually reminded of 
that paternal car« and protection uf the Alinighty, which >B 
justly fallpt) by tjie ui(me «f f ipvideoce. 
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We hare been reiy illustrioas this iammer ai 
Deal, Lord and Lady Willoughby have taken 
lodgings for two monlhs. All my friends are 
gone but Lady Arveram, who, I believe, will 
stay some time longer at Deal CasUe. Lord and 
Lady Spencer and Lady Clermont have been 
waiting at Calais some time for a wind. It is to 
be hoped they are not now on the sea. The 
poor ships are miserably tossed in view of my 
window, though I hope there is no danger, as 
their anchors seem to bdd fiist. The wind ia so 
high, that I am shaken in my chair as if I was in 
a cabin. 

It is not long since I beard from oar dear Sylph. 
Her spirits, poor soul, seem to be very low. It 
would, I am sure, be a great comfort to her to 
hear from you ; but probably you have already 
written. Never was there a more amiable heart 
Ulan belongs to this dear friend of oar's; but 
ihe wants to have her attention awakened to 
some subjects, from which the huiry oi the world 
too much withdraws her thoughts. No one can 
do this eifher wiUi greater power, or aided by 
stronger affection to give peculiar weight to 
every argument than you; and in the present 
turn of her miud, every thing that a particularly 
affecting subject might naturally surest, might 
foe peculiarly utiefal. But do not let me propose 

any 
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any task which irill be too painful for you ; only 
keep this general hint in your mind, and improve 
it to her good, when you have an opportunity, 
and can do it with ease. 

The post which occasioned you sach kind in- 
quietudes about me, my dear friend, at the same 
time strangely perplexed me, as Miss More in- 
formed me that I owed you a letter. Now as 
wnoog the many debts which 1 owe you, and 
which I shall never be aUe to pay but by ac- 
knowledging them, I was ctmscioos a letter was 
not one, I could not tdl how to account for this 
charge, till your account of the delay, just re- 
ceived, solved the difficulty. 

It is not more Wfrnderful, I think, that Catherine 
of Russia should not be able to sign her own 
Mune, than that Charkmagne could neither read 
aor write. One can more easily conceive it prac- 
ticable for a stout gentlewoman, brought up in s 
camp, to pat a ring in the noses of a nation of 
bears, without any assistance from the Muses, 
than that an author, like Charlemagne, should 
jBot be able to write his own compositions. I 
bive got into the third volume of Captain Cook, 
and have got beyond the melancholy account of 
his unfortunate death. The continuation of ttie 
journal by Captain King is in a much more ele- 
gant style, and the descriptions are much more 
picturesque 
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^ictttresqae than the former part What ^atHtS 
benefit may arise to the poor inhabitants of these* 
newly-discovered countries, from the communi- 
cation which we have opened with them, will h& 
determined by time ; at present, alas ! they seem 
to have UiUe reason to think themselves the better 
for our intercourse with them. 

Miss More telU me that Mr. Montagu wished 
to be informed of some valuable German boc^s. 
My own stock is very smalt. I have alwayi ' 
heard Gellert's works mentioned with hi^h op* 
probation. Qesner's death of Abel, and his 
Idylln, are chart)iing poems in measured prose> 
and not at alt difficult. Vsong, written on the 
plan of the Cyropoedia, Telemaque, &c. is worth 
reading. Halter is a good poet. He writes ia 
rhyme, and is rather less easy than those I tiava 
mentioned. I believe you have read Sophia 
Stemheim in a French translation, and I think 
approved it. These are all I can recollect at 
present. 

If your amiable guests are still with you^ they 
will have, I hope, fine weather for their excur- 
sions, notfrithstanding we have had it so boiste- 
rous. Our prospects of plenty in this neighbour* 
hood are very great, although we had so long a 
winter, and such an unsummerlike summer. 1 
never remember seeing the corn look finer. M/ 
friends 
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friends at Eastrey are gone to Tuiutal for the 
harvest If it please God tbe weather is fine^ 
they will, I hope, be back before the aguish sea- 
son. For this, and many other reasons, I long 
to have them within a walk. Wheth^ it be 
little or much that is deposited in your bams, the 
harvest must always be favorable to you, while 
you make it a means of dispensing the blessingi 
of heaven to the helpless, and to the industrious 
poor. Adieu, my dear friend. God bless and 
prosper you, 1 am ever, &c. 



LETTER CLXIV. 

Deal, October 1$, 1773. 
My dear Friend, 

My brother desires me to acquaint yon, 
that the four quarters of wheat which you ordered, 
were to be shipped on Friday last on board a 
Sandwich hoy: he has written to Mr. King to 
let him know of its coming. I hope it will answer 
your purpose, and yield you a good increase. 

I bad written so far without having the heart 

to proceed, from the excessive uneasiness I was 

under, at not having heard fi:om you so much 

longer 

7 
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longef ttriin lunal. And yet J hare soch an aver- 
titm to tearing my friends to write, when perhaps 
it may be inconvenient to them^ and it might 
•eem so foolisli and so unreasonable to be alarmed 
«t a silence, which, however long it might aj^ear 
to me, I knew by computation not to be really so, 
that I resisted the temptation of writing. Yoar 
.katter last night proved there had been too much 
reason for my anxiety. But thank God yon are 
better. I long for the time when we shall meet 
in town, for I am miseraUe at hearing of such 
frequent attacks, and you at such a distance. 

I should not tbiuk Edinburgh a good place for 
our friend to send his grandson to, for by all 
accounts the articles of expence there are now 
got to an extravagant pitch, and the licentious- 
ness ai)d dissipation are answerable to the prin- 
ci^s whiqh are become so fashionable, there. 
Alt this is Tery natural. Infidelity is perhaps 
most commonly formed into a system by the 
metaphysical vices; but its effect amongst (ho 
multitude will always be dissolute and profligate 
. morals. When the passions are emancipated 
from their obedience to the authoritative voice of 
God, it is very easy for them to bring over reason 
to speak any language which is dictated by them- 
•elves. You seem to have a confidence in your 
nephew's tutor, on which. I cwgratulate you, 

for 
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for mucli will certainlj depend on his character, 
and decree of attention, 

- It gives me pleaHdre to find yon had aWicipated 
ray intimation with regard to oar dear and amia- 
ble ftiend. Indeed she is formed for enjoyments 
much superior to that foolish world, which too 
macfa engages her mind, and leads it on by the 
dancing phantom of an ignusfatuus of pleasure, 
Xvhtch she wearies her spirits in pursuing, aiid 
which she never is able to overtake. This makes 
her so restless and Uneasy in the possession of 
what she really likes best, while she fimcies it de- 
tains her from something she likes better. Her 
wishes are perpetually stretching after perfection, 
but unfortunately mistakes the road. - What a re- 
pose would it give to her excellent heart, if she 
could learn to content herself with such moderate 
degrees of enjoyment, as are allotted for ^s in 
this world, and fix her hopes ori the completion of 
that happiness, for which we are formed in 9. 
better ! Our best pleasures even in this life, are 
not only heightehed and returned, but doubly 
endeared to us Vy their connection' with the ex- 
pectation of another. ' 

I' hope Dr. and Mrs. Beattie have got to the 
end of their long journey, before this deluging 
weather. Did the Doctor give any hopes of the 
-^mpletion of his charming poem? I have just 

yai. II. Q heea 
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\ifipn rwltqg qofietfiing very unlilce it, vrhjtc^, in 
Bpite of all the magic of Ittdian WHPds, I couU, 
fcwccly ^t tbFQUfb. Wbi^t a stnnige iqequ^U^ 
of ^tiiu«, that tbe nu^r gf the Gerusalemm^ 
cpuU likewise tie the author of tl^ wretchei 
poor ttf jog the Ai^ipjta ! I had not read it 9 goct^ 
nhile, but remen^bered I did not like it, va^ Jt 
find my present taste exactly like the post. 

I renieBiber vrhen DocU^r Smith was eho^ 
%t Qniofd, be bad tt, competUor^ I iatf^ ki9 
Bfipw; flQ.nopdi..of hi^ own principles, tbatth^ 
popple wh« had the interest of Cbrvtianity ^ 
beart, were gzcatly perplexed ftw vfhicb ^f tbf 
two tQ give tb^ir vote. Is it oot very shockwg 
tfaercihould have been no other choice? I bf^x? 
just gone through your friend Mr. West's book, 
on tbe*HesuiTo0ion, ivhich I dp nqt rec^plliect 
4Ver baying seen befon. It ;i» one, of the bes| 
written and most delightf^ bool^, I ^ver i^^ 
j bare been attempj;ii^ Qr. ^uck&fd'^ (>ci%9&> 
^ioQ. in vhicb there i^ tfi be sure h j^ft^tdeal^ 
very profiMind learning, a? pr»fo^Tid tii^t X su(i)e 
in the middle of tbe secwd vi}I^«le> wd't Mi^^ 
shall never wade through to tt)^,^nd>, . $9 1 bftw 
i^en 

* Mrs. Cartci':j opinion of thi»work seems to have bean 
7given mflr* liastily th«n she iPWWUy ftHowd ifliwJf Ut dji. 

The 
8 
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even scrambled out !ai well ss I eofild) itncl Aai- 

Ilere too I find a great deal*^ learning; but it 
is leifrntn^ arranged: by jadgrrifnt, and ahiini- 
nated by good aenst. It is an exce^Fent^drfbrnr^ 
mae, did you erer see it ? If nbt, ycrti will I be^ 
lieve find it well worth your time. ' 

Do you read any of the Muff with which the 
nevTspapers have fot- soniti time been fiUM'wtth, 
about Sbakesp^ar, dnd hii emmneiMMors, aAd hi* 
«dHora? i hate looked no farther either info th» 
Terse or prose, than to see wheChef faii' vwr* 
AentioDcd, and to my great satinfiicc^on iin* 
founds that theseuthors of this jwAbk «f 'iwia 
•ensej have had decency enough not th luaaejfM^ 
eitlier in satire OT panegyric. ■ ■ . . ■ 

I have delivered your' tneasag^' to tnytrotherj 
but he ^as not yet been able to pay for the wheat, 
**tfte price Irefe is not fised. I rejoice that yoil 
fitid^ the ^mYi so well answer to her title of .^9- 
tissinia. He who is the Lord of earth and heaveir, 
by the general laws of his Providence reward 
with siiccess every industrious improvement of his 
gifts ; «nd his particular protection is equally 
secured to tfcose who diffuse the blessing as widely. 

The style of il'is ceriainly <lull and prolix, but, to s biblicat 
iiudent, it il a very usefii! bonk, anrl contains not only mucb 
tfarmitg, Ijiil a great dial t^f sound argii.nent. 

9 2 and 
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and as beneficially as possible to others, ftar^ 
you read Doctor Havrkai'n'ordi'» second edition, I 
am told lie has endeavoured to answer the ex- 
ceptionable passage in the prefoce to the first ; 
but that he has not done it in a satisfactory man- 
ner. I hare not seen either the one or the 
other. 

' I am so happy as to hear from very certain 
authority, that dear good lady Coningsby is con- 
siderably better. God grant that the amendment 
may continue, and that she may be restored to us. 
The weather has been outrageous, and autumn 
has usurped the rights of winter. The sweet 
days last week, gave one litres of more tetope- 
late weather; but last night and this morning 
have brought back wind and raiQ, and for a litUe 
variety in the tempest we had a good deal of 
tigbtniug. Adieu, my dear friend, as the Par- 
liament meets so early, I hope it will bring some 
of your particular friends to cheer your fire-side. 
So wishes yours, .&c. 



bv Google 



LETTBRCLXV. 

D«a), OtUitr 3Q, 177a. , ■, 

The chilling blasts of autumnal moni- 
ings and evenings will surely, my dear friend, 
sufficiently secure you against a northern expedi- 
tion, and Mr. Montagu will find himself more 
disposed to enjoy himself aucoin de son feu, than 
to take a journey, unless like the swallows he 
could take his flight towards the south. 

I so far agree with you in the opinion of the 
wisdom and magnanimity of the Venetians with ■ 
regard to the wicked league of Cambray, Uiat I 
am very willing to believe that wretched abject 
address to the Emperor Charles V. mentioned ui 
some authors, is a scandalous, forgery*. Gius- 
tiniani's History, only describes the Incunabula of 
the Venetian State ; for he brings his account no 
lower than about the year 800.— Your Tale of 
the present Times is admirable^ and ought to go 
down to posterity. 

* Probably ttiU wa« not the case. The Venetians felt a 
tiuth which they were unwilling to confess, that their power 
was tottering to it!i base. In fact they were from that mo- 
ment only *■ tiiagtti tuminii umbra ;" and never were sfler- 
wards of any real wei^t iu the icale of F.urope. 

I am 
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I am of yoar opinion in genend vrith regard 
to giving directions to candidates, and, I brieve, 
I expresl myult cautiouily wbsn I eeemed to 
differ. The truth ia, I think, there may be sea- 
■one in '.which such stipulations are necessary. 
Wben.King James II. for instance, was t^ing 
every method to overset the laws and constitut^qm 
of a eountry, of Avhich he was appwnted -the 
guardian ; had not every constituent a right, an^ 
WB^ it not hisduty to demand an expUcit ansn^r 
fcom tbe candidate, whether he designed to con- 
cur with such ^n administration, of government. 
Or tQ oppose it • ?— I do not draw the paraUel ; 
for I s^ta not enough au fait of some late pro- 
ceedings to Hnow whether they deserve the cla- 
piouf which i? raised against them. I have not 
je#n. the Qi^ebec Bill, and therefore cannot tell 
bow- jar the representation made of it may be 
true, that it estabtisbed popery and slavery in any 
piBrt of the British govemment ; for 1 bare lived 
long chough to know, that' a picture drawn from 



' Mn. Carter raiher seems here to conJounii two 



w^ 



different ciicuDisunces. It h one tiling n> ask a candidate 
wbeth^rMs piinciplcs ctgrce wiili ytfot «wii Ufai:e;yoU vote 
fer htm i ?iiU it is aiiqiher. to give bipi directions for his 
public conduct nitervvnj'Js. 1,'tiu first ia strictly ccitiilitu- 
. ijuoaL;, but i^ nmy well be litouiJicii wlietber ibc other may 
not lie considcreij ill a wry. Q^oiiLf'li^^t. 

the 
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the coldtirin^ of party, may be &renoagh from ft 
just reaemtjlance. 

'I'iierie are Some cohlrivaiices I liear, or rather 
willies, by s6ba6 ineaiis or other, to get in IjOrd 
Mabon, irhich t cadnot help hoping may doI 
sacctied. EVei*y wise and honest man oaght to 
Oppose despotism ;. but it is strange that any wise 
or hcmest JDaaii should think it a proper means o{ 
defending a constitution like this, by introducii^ 
into the House of Comtnons pert republican boys. 
— I beg ybur pardon. I am considering youx 
friehd only in his political capacity ; and, indeed, 
I was highly disgiisted in reading the account <ti 
his indecent attack upon Mr. Knigbt, thea one fit 
our county rnembers. 

When you ask for an account of my studlMy 
alas, my dear firiend, you little guras what, my 
present situation is. My father is so ill, that mj( 
iiine is broken into smalt portions, by,my attend> 
aihce iipoh him. During the hours I set wj^ 
him, i cannot apply my mind to any thing M^ 
rious, and when he is in bed, I am so often listen- 
ing, and hare so much anxiety.about him, that 
you will easily imagine I have little leisure or 
spirits for appfication. His present complaint ia 
a h'xed pain iri his side, which deprives him both 
of rest and appetite ; his medical attendant a^ 
preeent thinks there is not any danger, hut at his 
4ge 
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■ge thw? is no answering for the cpneeqnenoea 
of such an attack. 

I at (imee drudge a little through Puffendorf. 
His general scheme is certainly an admirahK 
coropendium of history, and with regard to facts, 
I suppose for the most part he is very exact ; but 
his own obserrations and comments are usually 
" des pauvrelEB." In the character of nations 
he is defective ; and in those of individuals someT 
times very unjust. He says, of a particular per- 
son, that he was " a crafty, thorough-paced, ani- 
" bitious man,'" could one guess that such a pic-, 
ture was drawn for William tlie First, Prince of 
Orange ? All liuman creatures are imperfect, an4 
those who act on the great theatre of the world,, 
and amidst the confusions of a disordered state, 
are in perpetual danger, from their own height- 
ened passions, and from the wretched connec- 
tions in which they are too often engaged, to 
submit to modes of action at which a delicate 
Tirtue would shudder. Yet surely the Prince of 
Orange was, upon the whole, great and respect- 
able, and one of the most virtuous political cha- 
racters in history. The short ejaculations in 
which he expired, proved his love for the coun- 
try, which he recommended to the divine pro- 
tection, to have been sincere. In the surprize of 
a sudden and violent death, 'there was no time fo^ 
reecJlec- 
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KccdlectMn/.lbr.QsUnlatitHljaiifl pande^aadhft 
coaldat that tine ^i»d(:,f«>i» siRtbii^ but tk« 
governing «nd b3bUu«l.,pKinjCifi]^ ofi^.hearti 
Puffeqdorf ia equAll/.a<are;« jtmCdigBir Hi;! 
conduct might, pertw4)^>^:Vei9«:ti4»^wbolei b^ ou^e 
equivocal tiutn. :that-.<>f tbe .Prince of Onnge. 
Yet surely, it w« not oftbaX^chss whidbt ov^tto 
have been mifbed only by ttt &ults. 

I am afraid I must: d^er tUe sight of Min 
Scott's Poem, tUl I can get to liondon, for I fear 
I have biit IHtte chance ofnieetingwiiii. it hisre. 
It had been meationed to. me before your letter 
ariivedj'in a v«cy adv^ti^eous umnner. Adieu, 
toule ^■pona. i . . 



LETTER CLXVI. 

DealiNnvenilicr 19,1773. 

My dearest friend, 

Yqu^ letter^ dated Wedaesdaj, did not 
reach me till but night, and I was banning to 
be uneasy ab^^t you; but I hope by this time 
yoft are safe by yoiu: fire-side in Hill Street, which 
is surely at U)is time the properest ^ee for you. 
It is hard to say, in the course of so many years 

9 aa 
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Ml luiTej)n«it Miidi< iMA teen tke mMt tem4 
pdit^ds .^ntUj «r{'RikHtitJ pwfrQdAM it to be 
tfiept'ewhti • Th^vicdonte oftfae wkniaad rain 
htK for KVNM-dtyi, and Aomotiintt fitir mv^aI 
vttiUs is WyOMl dMcriptieh. Ttte wind dhrcB 
the nub so stfongly, tlidt thefe ib Ka^cel)' a roam 
in thii bfnifey but wb«t is Ifte a enHenAer, #ith 
a BtreaiD of «iafer ranniiif^ tiihnlgta iti ixotn thil 
n»f and WtndowVj and wifldow-bhUttRS, there is 
sa ktepin^ ati; fiart 6f the house drjri You wU 
CEvily Hnagine that nyisiBaDa and ^eflhfir teaei- 
RWtl, in at tsastas niutb affected as my heme t^ 
tHritdtandmortar.' IniUed, 1b«)t«TQ> Ih&nlek 
it the more, for one fine, clear^ faraeit^ day <£ 
last week, which bad given me.a dehghtful de- 
gree of elasticity ; but the next, al^ ! slackened 
all the springs, bihI bas made a poor wretch of 
me- indeed. If this uproar of the elements is to 
continue till Christmas, it Is to be hoped my con- 
ttitutioa wiU get accustomed to It. 

Mrs. Pennington wrote to you a day or two 
ago, they are all here at pfes*irt, Ihty came to 
hm^ my MTHet'e efrght^-sistli" Enj^day ; and 
greitf ihanlefHliKss otfgKrt w« All M ^e^,- Ptr st eon- 
(uiaattte of bo' gr^t a bfessil^. H^ uaiierstehid' 
iitg', I IbeAfcCiod, is^Cil: ali m^^MiilA6 mung 
meviet; 9tfd,bis tetUUfi ^M^«|»«ittg tlfat^shal^ a«i 
laeb beiud test MNiKH> «Hi(tlf, 'O&rtfi 6ed, did 

not 
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tiaAVut:vtsryl<aig,'fot hw ag«,ii'inffit wortderAiI. 
We were all' oot yetieciay afternoon, I caitte 
borne sarly, xaA CDon^lbe ttonn- bo teftiUe, wid 
wnseo; ncorV^ ups^AyyiA, th^I wak qaiteinft 
tennic abovt~.my fHther, snd^stnt tifoitnen to 
fdtend Jiim-bsne ; faat he-founiLiiiinwtf 90 4to9 
tfnd'stron^, that be .ktionefb«IHnd to4ake «art 
ef XbeP^nnin^As', and wtather^ a pAhlf in 
gRtdtig to Uus bouse, which I could net venture 
ia encounter, and said be ww not, nor indeed 
did he appear to be the least fatigiied with the 
tiolence c^ die storm. The Petmingtons' slald 
tfil the wind wu much abated, and even then 
-aty enter feirnd great di£Bculljr in reaching btnntf. 
I -mention <hia ta provo bow strong my de^r fill- 
Iher is &r luB age. 

This morning I mined idl tbc ^ips titati wet* 
in procpflct before my windovr, which indeed I 
.expectsd. They briAe from tbetr ancboTBy and 
.MX of them areoa shore betwixt tbr» and San- 
dmrn CiisUe; b«t, thank God, there tr^K- no 
lifcs lest. K bioirs and raias to day k> bad I 
aaanot venlDDoeraii to Mrs. Uad«ilown*8, The 
Penningtona* go t& town soon after they leave 
Us, my aister Pennington, who is sitting at 
my elbow reading all the novels she can get in 
jth£ world, deure» her b^. retpects to you, and 
^rauE godsflo ins du^. 

I believe 
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I believe the only re^on I did ntA read Mr^ 
Weft's hook wxiner ivRi, bccuiw I badiit not t« 
read. My dear Miss Tatbot often used to hingh 
at me, uid affirm I never would read any boolu 
bot my ovTD ; and, indeed, if it is a -boolr tliaS 
pleaacs mes I never -can have any^great eiQoy.- 
Bientof it inthe huriy which- 1 always fiOel to re* 
turn, any 'thing I have borrowed, Mr. W-eat if 
now my own property, and placed in'tbe clan of 
diose bodes which I regotarly read once a year. 
I have bouml up-the Trial of -the Witnecses. with 
•it (which I bad read .before); which has all tU 
^oirit and cleverneas of its amthor ; but neither in 
argument or style-, 1 think, by anymesiu cam- 
-parable to the other. . I think :thin« has boen 
some attempt to answer it, by tfaatwrfetched, con- 
ceited, anfair scribbler, Mai^n*; No man in 
hie \rkA, I suppose; can have uodertdicn to an^ 
fBwer Mr. West, wiiich can. scarcely be dcsM, 
.wiMiooi avowmg'the absurdity tint 'no historioil 
-evidence whatever has a clafaa to belief One 
has a very high additional pleasure in reading 
Ikig noUe performance, &om the chraBcter which 

• Prubably Dr. Morgan, author of " TTie Mor4 Philo- 
" sopher," is the pcreon here meant. See an account of his 
wriliiigs in Leiand's " View of the'Deistical Writen;" but 
»v mention is made in that escdlcot work, of any anawor 
►y Morgan lo Bishop Sherlock'* 'i Tria* of thft \iiaiesttt.f 
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yam, ftod >ia^eed attwhaknerr bim^give. of •the 
fttttbor, > vrhoBB.lHi)' carried to «6.' h^:a perfection, 
Uie virtBss of -that reli§;ien, wiiick bis pen so'^- 
nirably defended. Wlmtan inflaenceJinig'htthc 
UlenU,ttnd the exiunple-of eucb a preceptttr kav« 
bed on the heftd and heart, of. the pupil tfaatnrat 
proposed for him, if this nation had been woEtby 
ofsucbablevsing! 

. If Stillingfleet had been ever so vrell sldlled ia 
the Cekic mythology, 1 Ibink it coitld not vreU 
bave entered into bis plan ; as I bdiere tbe ene- 
laiea of revelation never raiee any fi»cee agEumt 
it from tbence: Iibelierel adwd you some time 
ago, why I could not read Hooker's Ecclesiastictd 
PoUty, trhich I: really .wish to do, as it isfloge" 
nerally quoted and admired, and I. suppoie de- 
iraves tobe so ;' but the sense, which, when one 
can get at it, I believe to be exb^mely good, is 
foentan^d lind embarrassed by an unnecessai^ 
midtitude of words, that -I hare not patience to 
^through it. 

I havejost finished Herodotus and Thncydides, 
find am carrying on the series of the History of 
XenopboQ, and contemplating the last setting 
gloriefl of the Athenian State. Indeed it always 
spears wonderful to me that it could have sub- 
sided so long, where there seemed to be no re- 
gaiax system of government ; but alfwaa hurried 
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en bf the rash ioiphue of a giddy pqudace, wbidi 
irrepsmUj gave deciuoni ia one di^^ lor whtdi 
tbey were often r^ady to bai^ iheinielvei the 
next; and yet were never warned against the 
■ame fatal {u-ec^itation on any future oceasion. 
Plato and Xenophon muft have been deeply im- 
prest by a seme of the miseries iowitig fram thii 
wUd democracy^ to lead them to sU<^ asfMngO 
admiration of the Spartani gtiwemftient,' tvMeK 
tbey seem to have coiisdderetf merely in Cfaeifhgte 
point of opposition- to fhe ini!onTenieiiee»of theitf 
own; without reflecting that the general systiem 
was a cootcadictiMt to the natural l&ws of hw* 
inanity. 

I am sorry tO' bear ao poor an account (^ Mrs. 
Scott, pray remember me to her. How very 
kind of dear good Lord JLytteltonto k»ve hill 
faouse-ss it stoodfor ax months to his &iTghter^in' 
law, tbat'sbe might not be ^strest by a hasty le- 
movfd; kind and eonndeiate in every thfflg, ah<i 
how much is she to be pitied who 1ms lost siichi-di 
friend ! Adien, ray dearest fri^d^ pray foe vteif, 
that my heart may be at rest about you. 

Yoiiri, Ac: ■ 
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Ifi^ifflP, fly ifm friend, U is * wiy 

fOWQJiiQg po^tscrJ^ tfi t])« (kclaFBtiQa oi your 
l^viiig iHi sf^ ^^ 9Wfiety> th^ you have wA 
l|Q3V«rer l^B|Fr«4 yoHr door. Wbtnerer yow thiak 
«fcogiiiig V>.M^b' 4 i'<BV>Iuti0n, I be^to have 4 
Cpnv,«tiKiit notipQ of H, fof I canoot at present 
gitfisv; hf)w ^(tD^ a, lime it ojig^t require for nw to 
«^pomma(j^^. iDyuU* with. toionUe (kceopjr I0 
qi^h »ii event. 

{.agiTee witjii y9fi that a difii^cQnt SHccesa U) t\m 
a^iixs^ot Henxy ai)d ISljjtabe^ might ha^ nad« 
49in» 4i^«^^' ^t I(»3t for oae ag«i in tha imiir 
fftgnie^of bJBi^.41^ coneQrDiHg the MauAieiie of 
St, ^i^^plofl^w- Yet «ve» at^ thai \ety- tisw; 
tii^ acUfu^ a{tpa^«0d aq very ex«cr^le aven (e 
jlppje of ^he iPapi<^j<t^wbeQorden weqeissu«4 
^j^t^t ^^fjgi^niiw the Court of Charles IX, 
to, co^t^i^ii^ p^Q. 9%^Q ifif^mi trage(% Uu^pgh 
^t^^sHw^iffW* WMWofthemagistrotesoftliepWr 
Xt9<^ towi)^ woidd^iKtt comply with' them. 

Tlynjgh. CQPPjHiwa is iw.t ta be- qxcuy^^ for 

BM^i^ov^c q h|0i?-4We act of swaga wngeswe^ 

vitlvMtik 9^yi WW^ of: (^approbation, yatsupely 

there 
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there BeeniB to be a less degree of guilt in the 
Sicilian Vespers, than in the Massacre of Paris. 
The one was ati act of cool villanj, in violation 
of a aolemn treaty, and of the moit sacred rights 
of society; the other the wild fury of an exas- 
perated people, provoked and harassed by the 
oppressions of ' foreign tyranny, rendered stUl 
more hateful as ah invtuion of the claims of tbeir 
murdered prince. A reader of this hivrid narra- 
tion, who judg«d merely on a first view, might 
be. apt to wonder that Chartes of AnjoQ should 
have been suffered to escape a cahmity in which 
so many less guilty persons vrcre involved^ Bat 
it was his effectual ruin in a less sudden, but 
more painful chastisement. He lived just long 
enough to feel all the shame and vexation of dis- 
appointed-ambition, and left the world with the 
miserable uncertainty whether his own son might 
not suffer the same cruel treatment which he, 
with such a detestable mockery of justice, had 
inflicted on the two unfortunate 'young liien, who 
had been sacrificed to his ambitious views.— 

dear, O dear, why will you set me to talking 
over history, when there Is so much danger that 

1 may not stop till you are tired to death of the 
subject. I must, however, at even that risk, add 
a few words more on this subject, just to ask you, 
wheUier the brutality of the Sicilian character. 
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in this dreadful transaction, in which fathers mnr- 
dered their own daughters, because they had 
married Frenchmen, does not bear a strong re- 
semblance to their ancient stamp, and remind 
you of their behaviour with regard to the daugh- 
ter of Hiero, so' many centuries before*. I 
have not read Constanza'S History, though I 
hfive been looking out for it A long while. 1 know 
where to borrow it ; bat, by all accounts, it is a 
book worth having in one's po^esston. 

It will not be in my power to dine with you 
en Monday, as yoa so' kindly wish, that being 
the very day I propwe to set out; and Wednes- 
day ia the soonest I' can be in town. 1 hope I9 
arrive early enough on that day to wait- on you, 
either to dinner or tea, whichever ydu like best. 
Adieu, my dearest friend, God grant the new 
year may bring you more comfortable health, 
and every other blessing; tliis is praying not 
only for you, but for 

Vour truly affectionate. 

* Alluding to an afiectinj; circumstMRe reltted hy Livy, 
of tfae mvrder of lltrHclcs, daughtci of Hiero the Second, 
King of SyraeoK, together with her t»o duughters, in a 
popular insurrecUen ; allbuugh no fault wai alleged against 
them, and (key pleaded eloquently for their lives at the altars 
•f their i)it Penattt, where they had fled for refuge. 
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LETTER CLXVRl. 

DmI./wic&l, 1774. 
My dearest Friend, 

I LONG to knon how yov do, but I most 
«aim«Bt1y beg yon' will write not A word mdre at a 
time to me, while you are at Tunbrldge, than i» 
euflScient to assure me you ai** well. I can prcfit 
by your thoughts, when I am >o happy to be near 
yon, and when the communication wiU do yoUf 
too harm, and en attendant, I can content mygelf 
with the wisdom of other times. So pray bestow 
on the people with whom yon convene de vine 
ttoix all the sense of ymir head ; while I am ab- 
sent from you, I shall be perfectly well satisfied 
with preserving a share of yourbeart. 

I hope Tunbridge will give you health and 
spirit sufficient to carry yon through all the fa- 
tigues and contretems of your journey to the 
North, with still enough left to rejoice the he&ii 
b( your friends in the winter. I congratulate yoa 
that your quiet continues. X cannot say mine is 
begun ; for by one means or other, I have been 
in a constant hurry ever since I came home. I 
hoped to have kept clear of the strangers who 
visit 
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visit the sea in this place ; biit last oighf brodght 
me a request from one of my frieods to be ac- 
quainted with aa acquaintance of her's, and (on 
gri malgri, it must be done ; as I do not think 
it quite a sufficient reason for refusing a thing 
fluerely because it happens to contradict my in< 
clioations. la consequence of all this, my old 
friends of Greece and Home, for any thing they 
have yet been to me, might as well hare been 
delivered up to the secular arm of Dr. Bryants 
Miss Vacdley comes to us on Wednesday ] I hope 
she will help to raise my father's spirits, which. 
are very low indeed; but I fear she wiU hardly 
stay long enough. My compliments to Lady 
Sophia Egerton ; I. ant sorry you can give no 
beUer account of her health ; but, indeed, I fear 
it is a very hopeless case. 

The fiompaqy at the file champitre *, were 
fxceedingly amused by their entertainment, 
which was very fine. But there was a strange 

kind of exhibition, in compliment to Lady B 

JI ^ which I find was thought abstird and 

ipddicate; so poor Lord Stanley, with all hii 
cost and trouble^ has pi-oved^ like many others 



* Giwa on the sccasion of the tnarriageof Lotd Stanley, 
now Earl of Detby, to UAy EliiKbetti Huniltoo, at the 
Oalu, Surnyi 
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" dedecorum pretiosus emptor.'* 1 hear, how- 
ever, that he denies having any share himself in 
the contrivance of the druid and the epi^alamtum. 
Did you bear that oM Lord Derby has lived long 
enough out of the world, to compute ^e chai|;e 
of this same fite ckampitre at fifty or iixty 
pounds ? One would think the poor man most 
have shut himself up in aome hole, absolutely 
out of the reach of all human 'commerce. 
' I honor your condescension in submitting to a 
pillion, which for some hours in the day d^rades 
you from a fine lady, to the appearance of a mere 
reputable gentlewoman. I will deliver your 
message to Dr. and Mrs. Pennington, when they 
return from Oxford, where they are gcme to fetch, 
then- son for the vacation. I thank God, he has 
an exceeding good character from his tutor; and 
it is a comfortable symptom, he is always glad to 
come home, where he' is kept as close to his 
studies by his lather, as if he was at Coll^. 
The tutor does not very well like his being so 
little there^ as he thinks it implies a distrust of' 
the moral discipline of the University, and in- 
deed I am very sorry to say, ihen is by 'for too 
great a foundation for such a suspicion * ; and 

the 

* The great improvement wbich hat, within thcie few 
}(9*n, ttjieii pluce at Oxford, bMh witii respect to moral 
diujplin J 
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the Doctor is very right to have his son under bis 
own eye, as much as possible. 

X agree with yon in wishing the romoar which 
you heard at Hayes^ may prove true. But what 
a marvellous pointy so far as I am able to compi%- 
hotd it, is the ministry driving at, with regard to 
Quebec, by endeavouring to introduce a French 
government into any part of the British empire ! 

What a scandalous insult, even upon common 
decency, is it for a person of such a profession, 
and in such a situation in that profession, to send 
luch a lesson to his sod ! Do pray, my deaf 
iriend, as soon as possible, set about yonr comr 
ment on that profligate work*. Consider of 
what very important service your talents may be 
to the cause of religion and virtue, and consider 
the right which He to whom you owe those 
talenUli has U> speh a seryiqe. f think you c%n- 

discipline, an^ the examination for degrees, is such as musi 
give delight to every oite who is attached to his AlmaMaUr^ 
or who, being unconnected with tlmi celebrated Uuiveisity; 
feeU an interest in the learning, religion, and virtue of ih« 
rising generation. 

• Lord Chesterfield's Letters were published in this yenr, 
and se«th to be the work uUuded to ; yet the word pn^emoii 
U hardly ap[jlicablp to Lord Che$ierficld'» situati<in. It is 
much to b«: lamented that Mrs. Munlagu wauled either lima 
or inclination t« apply h«r wit and genius to counteract tho 
muchicf which ttieae volumes have done. 

not 
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not have a fairer opportanity of conveying ih» 
stniction to the worlds ttian by c:(poBing the 
execrable aftd wretched doctrines of thia vile 
anti-mora] composition to the infamy and con- 
tempt which it so highly deserves. Pray think 
very Beriously on this subject, and whenever yonr 
health will aHow it, set about counteracting th^ 
poison. Do not suffer idle heads or corrupt 
hearts to avail themselves of any specious ex- 
pressionsj bnt prove, as you most easily may, 
that all that sing-song about virtue, and truth, 
and probity, is " -pox et praterea nihii,^' and 
that virtue, and truth, and probity, are impracti- 
cable things on such principles. 

I have almost finielied settling my goods and 
chattels ; and this evening I am going to make 
tea for a party of fifteen, which, as 1 am tired, 
1 would rather not have had ; but tbey will play 
quadrille, and amuse my father, and that will 
amply pay for all the fatigue. Adieu, ever 
jrourt, 
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LETTER CLXIX. 

Deai, June is, 177*. 

You are certainly in the right, my dear 
friend, that no prince but the Prince of Dark- 
ness, will be a gainer by the wars with which 
the monarchs of the earth alarm and ravage a 
world in which the Divine goodneas has pro- 
vided enough for all, if each wouI4 be contented 
with a brother'a share. 1 am as angry with their 
mo^ Mahoiiietan, and schismatic majesties, aa 
you can be ; nor should I much fear them, if we 
were clear of all American schemes. Though 
our offences are very great, we are still a nation 
where the oracles of Divine truths are permitted 
to spedi for themselves without restriction ; where 
the courts of justice are uncorrupted^ and the 
uninterrupted course of equal laws, affords the 
same protection to Jhe peer and the cottager. 
An adherence, amidst all our vices and follies, to 
these fundamental principles of national virtue 
and happiness, is, I trust, a proof that we are 
not a totally profligate and abandoned people; 
and though there is much too great a mixture of 
wickedness among the individuals of government. 
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our public foith is, I trust, miicb pvr«r than th^t 
of our enemies, and we are, in this respect^ 
more " sinned against, than sinning.'' At al) 
events, the recollection (jf the many delivepnces 
whfch this nation has experienced, when power- 
ful fleets and armies, and rebellions and invasions 
threatened ^o swallow db up, may, without pre- 
sumption, give all who coQfide in the same gra- 
cious Power, who has so often saved , uq, 9. hope 
jthat will prevent us sinking into that desp<H)dency» 
whiph gives up every thing for lopU 

} have lea^ the Poenf, ^ni acknowledge the 
justice of mi^ny of your criticisms, though I can- 
not help diflfering from you in some respects. I 
moat perfectly agree with yoji as to fh^ aobject,, 
which always appeared to me so foolish, that I 
could never read any thing about it till thit 
Poem ; which probably pleased mc the better, 
from the surprize of finding it treated in a man- 
ner of which 1 thought it incapaUe. 

Juno, I think, does not appear in an impn^>etr 
character. When she tempted Paris vrijh em- 
pire, it was fit she should suggest the means of 
acquiring it; and thbugh she is usually repre- 
sented as^ fitting only wiUi her- tongue, I believe 
you will find tier clawing very notably in some 
classical authors. The Doctor has made the 
s^nie contradiction in the de^criptioii of Oblivion, 
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u I mentiotied to yon ^bout Indolence in anoUiMr: 
piece — and yet it is not quite the same kind^ 
Oblivion does not beckon tiie whirlwinds of dcr 
vaetation, but they beckon OUiTion. which ii 
Uie conaequeaee of their destruction. 

I -am utterly at a loss how to determine about 
the fate of this Poem; but as you think there 
are so many objections to it, I should rather be 
of opinion that it would be better omitted, rather 
than hazard the author's reputation in a doubtful 
piece, when there are so many otfaera that must 
establish his feme as one of the best poets in our 
language. I think the edition you sent me i* 
«omething diflferent from mine ; at least as far aa 
I recollect, the hut stanEa, though of the same 
senM, wag exprest with more spirit Have yon 
seen Mr^. Thickneese's book ? I have just looked 
into it, enough to see your name not among Mr. 
Johnson's nine muses, but in a very private party, 
consisting of Mrs. Burbault and your humbl« 
servant 

Do you know Lady L. Fitzpatrick? I hear 
jshe is extremely well spoken of, in every point 

'of view; so I hope Lord S will be made 

ample amends for his former disappointment. Do 
not you honor the noble ^irit of the Irish in 
raising forces to defend themselves f Since the 
above was written, I have had the pleasure of 
receivinf 
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receiTrag my dear friend's fetter from London. 
It is a comfort in this unnmono'-like weatbo*, 
tfaat a cold oorth-east wind win render yow aa-. 
sembliee, for to assemblies you will go, less dan- 
geroQs to your healU). Our dear $ylpb will be 
the better for your airival. in many ways, uid 
paiticuIaHy I hope you will belp to cure h«r 
despondenaes- She is, you know, bewitched. 
by the OppoeitiM, which im» it* reasons &r 
painting things in the Meekest colooriogs. 

I hare re*d only the introdwcUoB to Mr,, 
M-— ^'s Poem, which is very touching. I pro- . 
ceeded no farther, for dklftctic vene I c«poot 
read. Either the poeify confoaod* and perplexes 
the lesson, or the lewon prosifies the poetry. 
Always eiceptiag Heeiod and Virgil. Adieu, 
my dear friend ; my heart ie erer sincerely youn. 



LETTER CLXX. 



Peal, July 11, 1774. 



YoBR account, my dear ft>iend, of the 

great aneodnieat in your health, made me rvy 

happy, therefore I hope yon mean to continue it. . 

Your descripticai of poor — — - agrees but too 

well 
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well with the acoount I had heard tff him beArc, 
It is to be hoped the lady will never awake from 
her &«am of love. Poor soul, her heart ^ranted 
en object; and it is one of the evils of retired 
ii(e, that it supplies very smafl power of choice. 
Had she lived in tbe world, she wwld have 
ju^ed by conqiarison very diffuent from any 
4bat she had an oppwlanity of forming in ber 
«taatioD ; in whi^ probably the person who 
makes so insignificant a figure on the great 
theatre of society, might appear with much dig- 
nity, and as a bemg of si^ierior order. The 
misfortune is, ^t instead of looking without, 
' idle did not take the standard from her owa 
mind; and in that case, stie would have been 
secure of any danger of precipitati(m in bet 
choice. But I 4o net Jike your picture of Mf . 

D 's rectangular elbows and lengthened yi- 

sage. I hope they do not indteaie any iiMiis in 
the moral ctiaracter and temper of this young 
nmn. This woidd indeed be a foundation of real 
misery. I am very glad you think her sorrowful 
symptoms are not of much impra-t. All may he 
very well. " JiTimo nisi auo aeneu ndser est :" 
and it is no matter what objection she may have 
to a pigmy, if the lady has none. . The restraint 
of duty, and the force of prepossession, will, it 
is to be hoped, prevent her ever discovering thg 
w^nt 
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want of agrSmens and graces ; bat her very 
virtue must make her suffer the more severely, if 
she finds she has formed a connection -with an 
unworthy character. 

Was Mrs. Boone arrived at Tnnbridge, « 
was she dead and buried in the service of the 
society, before she could escape from town. I 
congratulate you on having seen Lady Nuneham^ 
who has so lately seen our dear Sylph, and 
brought so good an account both of her and our 
d^T Mrs. Hancock. However weary you may 
grow of duUneffl and pertness, ill health is a 
much more wearisome thing, so swallow them 
down as philosophically as you would a dose of - 
bark or rhubarb, or any other little evil, which 
is necessary to the production of a greater good ; 
and stay quietly where you are, till it is thought 
right that yon should move. 

You have seen by the papers, no doubt, the 
fate of the diving adventurer at Plymouth ; but 
I tiiink they do not mention the strange obstinacy 
of the poor wretched man, who could not be 
prevailed npon by persuasion (in which Mr. BJake 
joined) to suffer the vessel first to make the ex- 
periment without him ; nor would he take any 
precaution against the accident of its beating 
against the rocks. So he was in a great measure, 
Jelo de se, yet one would think the pet^le who 

pro- 
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promoted and encouraged this idle scheme, could 
not feel UiemselreB very much at ease. 

Have you heard what an escape Capt. Field- 
ing has had from a dreadful danger ? He wafl 
sailing out on a cruize, and on saluting the Admi- 
ral, some gunpowder blew up, and set the ship 
on fire. As it happened in the hinder part of 
the ship, providentially die flame was soon ex- 
tinguished. NcMie of th^ officers were hurt ; but 
the poor marines suffered the most, four were 
killed and thirty-six wounded, but some of them, 
thank God, not very dEuigerously. The. ship ii 
Sb much damaged, as to be unfit to proceed on. 
her cruize, and Cbpt. Fielding is returned to 
to Plymoutii. On Saturday morning, there was 
a report in Deal, that the Kent was blown up ; 
but ihy friends were so good to conceal it from 
me the whole day, and I was so lucky as not ta 
hear it accident^y till about tea minutes before 
I received a letter from Mrs. . Fielding, who 
kindly wrote to let me know that Mr. Fidlding 
was safe. Most happily for her, he brought her 
himself the first news of ^e accident. Adieu, 
my dear friend. 
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LETTER CLXXr. 

Jugud*, 1774. 
M7 dear Friend^ 

May good healthy good spiriU. and good 
weather, give yon a perfect enjoyment of yoUr 
ntirement at Saodleford. It is lucky that tbens 
is no particular call for your going into Nortfauni* 
berland, as there seems bo Uttle probability of 
your gfltting there. Indeed if Mr. Montagn 
perseveres in his reaotution of going with you, 
you are much in the right to 6nd means to de* 
dine it. I am not indeed t^Molutelj of thtf 
opinion of my friend John Osgood, unless Mr. 
Montagu is worse than when I left London; but 
the apprehension of what might happen^ in what 
must be owned a doubtful case, would keep your 
mind in perpetual agitation and alarm- 
On looking over the Monthly Jleview for July, 
I Saw an advertisement of a Poem by a Mr. 
Potter. The specimen given was a translation 
of a Chorus in the Troades of £)uripide8 ; and 
it seems this gentleman proposes to translate alt 
his |days. If the whole work is executed in a 
manner equal to ^e Uttle piece he has published, 
it will b* A noble acquisition to our language; 
9 for 
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tor, as far as I can judge from this specimen, 
lie seems to be strongly pMses«ed of the spirit of 
Grecian poetry *. X wi^ you would get ekber 
the Review or the Poems, aod tell me what yoM 
think of Uiis piece. 

Yoar two franks, like Dr. Monsey's bank- 
ktttt, may have been in the iire or in the ymtxr, 
nrany where dsfc. except in their proper plac^ 
the cover of your Letter, for very certain it ia 
they were not there. I have often heard mora 
violentthunder than kut night; but scarcely ever 
taw snch lightning. To almost every horizon- 
tal o|»ening of the sky, before it closed, there 
aucceeded a streftm of liquid iire in. di%rent 
directions, and which broke like the explosion of 
a rocket, and was extremely beautiful. 

What a pity that a genius decorated with so 
many graces as yon describe, should be sunk into 
obscurity, and too probably checked and stifled 
by the necessary cares, which become a duty 
bnder narrow circnmstances. But one is very 
apt to reason absurdly from fixing the atandaxd 

• Mrs. Carter's opimon, on a *ul>jeci of which sbe wa* 
peculinrty qualified lo judge, has been confirmed by die 
event. Mr. Potter's Translation of the thcee Gretk Trage- 
dians gained him great reputation, and it is to be hoped some 
profit ; at [east be acquired by it the patronage «>f LoM 
Chancellor Tltnrlow, uosoUctted but well-deaenred. 

of 
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of good And etit by ime*s own opinion'; witbou{ 
considering thai no one human creature eon 
judge what will form the happiness of aitdthei. 
There are some determined species of pleasure 
and pain which are pretty equally felt by the 
general sense of mankind; but flie- number, of 
these is small^ and what constitutes the happijiiestf 
of each iiidiYidual, with regard to the situation 
of things in this worlds is made up of innume- 
rable tittle' circumstance^ often imperceptible 
and incommunicaMe to any other mind. ' ' 

It is certainly very flattering to ine to be placed 
in tlie same line withf yoii; but to whom and 
upon what occasion,' am t indebted for that 

■ ' honor f We have no inoming papers here^ so I 
am utterly ignorant whether we are'celebrated in 
verse or prose. The author lias ill-timed "^tiis 
praise, and we shall lose' much of our.'cetebrity 
by the pronation of^the" PaJrliament.^ 

Mrs. Chalie has'just left Deal. 'There seems 
to be a most perfect agreement'between her and 

, Miss Ravenshaw, whq ex presses- the' higliestsa' 
ti^ction in her situation j and indeed I betfeve it 
to be as comfortable as mny situation of'the'trhd 
can be. There is a generosity in ^ra. iChalie's 
disposition^ that wifl pey^rWfferihe 'person "to 
whom she thinks proper to intrust her children, 

Jto feel any of the we^ht oiF dependanccj for if 

she 
5 
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she dtd> bow coUld the expect her chfldren (for 
children are much more qviek-sighted than pedplf! 
siif^pose) to look up to her with that respect; 
without which all her instructions can be of no 
avail. Miss RavenihaWi on the btber hand, i> 
very obUging and attentive, tmd would willingly: 
do many little things in the funityj more than 
Mrs. Chali^ wishes, for she is very delicbte on 
this Bubjecti 

I have just been reading: Fer)oo's works; 
pray read them, tf you can get them, bat in die 
mean time, I must send you a little transcript of 
the character which he gives the English philoso- 
phers, with which my national vanity is greatly 
charmed. I believe there are many Spanish 
writers whom you wiU read with esteem, aa well 
as with comiKtssion, in seeing how their natural 
good sense is shackled and fettered in a perplexed' 
circumlOGutoiy way of expression, which I believe 
much more frequently arises from necessity than 
choice. The quantity of felse wit in every na- 
tion, is perhaps exactly proportioned to the mea- 
sure oi slavery j and I think one may trace this 
difference in the writings of the French, Italian, 
and Spanish authors. Aa I am speaking of the 
Spaniards, I feel a great inclination to enclose 
you a description of the Tower of Toledo, which 
interested me very much. Adieu, my de«r frien^. 

TQt.u. S The 
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Tbt Mkmkt§ deur^itidn of tlie Toww 6f 
T«4edo, is UrltM from ft Hiitory of <h« CdnquesT 
ot Spain by the Moon. The MlhM' prefetweS 
to hftVe reocmd it from mi ardibMiop irito tit- 
traded- Don . Rorir^ at the inning It, wliMl' 
)iappc««d aboat the year 713. 

".At thft dirtanoe of a mile {roni the- ci^ ol 
Toledo, towards the East, in the roidsl of rocks, 
vnd i^«cqHeqa/ atovd on ancient Tower> of ma^ 
vAceqtstruiotai]e,.ihoagh it had aufferod hy ttw 
mnries of s^rcoiummng limf;. Foar .fethoot 
bMteatfa il vrai a. obt* with a vaolted ratraace^ 
and • door holksved id the living rode, itriHigly 
lined with in», aadiecuredby agreat.nanibar 
of locl^. Ov«r this door was a Gredt insorip^-' 
tim, wntton in cyphen,. and tti a doubtful 
meaning ; but, acoording to At opinnm of tbe 
learned, it imported that— " The king whetshall 
'i fipeq this cave, and be able to diieovevihe 
" wonders contained within it, shall «1 the'Saaw' 
'^ :time discover both good and evil." 

" Many kings had atfentpled to penetratb Ale' 
raysteiy of this tower, and bad takes* evevy p*e- 
CRution to obviate any nHachtOf from the advett- 
tOfe: bat on opening Uie door, there ismed 
&6ni the dark reoessea of the cavern, raeh a 
Ibundering sQimd, that the cafth appeared to 
.:-• - - eink 
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nifU)y,of them ^^t^Qvra^^ mi oUifinlo^ih^f, 
liveB, l^y tliQ fright .' . J 

: f' To tkvcwd tho^ &Ul Q3aseqB«noQ«, being 
p^iCHied^ that tbe cave was g^dngly. enchanted^ 
they again closed the doorwfiUi additionB^lM^;, 
concluding, that though it was destined to 1^. 
(fpeqed hy a king, thetime was attfyfttcofefte. 
: "At length, Don Hodrigb, iaipclled by hts uo- 
l^ppy fete, opened the tt»weif ; and tho^e of Ut 
attendants who 'were th» n>o8t coureg^ds,' en- 
tered in, though not withoat Bom« degree a$ 
&ar.~ After having proee«ded ft ctmsidffiifeUa 
vay> they fied back, in the utmost eoasterna&Hi 
and horror, occasioned by a dreadful vraon, 
which they had discovered in the cave. 

" The king, enraged at this disappeintmenC, 
vtunmaaded .a great oumbei of torches to b» 
l^lited, ^itb sttcti precaqti<Kis that the I^Mt 
vlticbisaocd from .the cavern, nught n^t eitfia- 
gsueh'than. 

" Rodrigo himadf then entered the cave at-the 
bead of his attendants. Tbey walked oil wiA ft 
tremUtng pa««, and by degrees, perceive* a 
beanttfaViqwrQ ^utaent of noble arpbitectare, 
and in the midatof it^ e( figutft of bitmze, of « 
formidable mte^ His feet stood o« a pedestal 9f 
thiee cul^ kigh^ In to bands b% b«dd ft dftb. 
ad witk 



DiailizodbvGoOglc 



with which he fiercely beat the ground, and K, 
yfoi from the percussion of the air by these vio- 
lent strokes, that the terrifying sound arose. 
, " The king, in the utmost astonishment luid 
fright, began to conjure this fearful apparition, 
promising that he would leave the cave without. 
doing the least injory, provided he might be in-, 
dulged with a sight of whatever ivas contained 
within it The alatue then reaped to repent his 
strokes, end the king and his attendants, having. 
a -little recovered their courage, walked over the 
apartment. 

" Upon part of the wall, on the left hand of the 
statue, they found inscribed — " Unhappy king ! . 
" It is to thy misfortune that thou hast entered . 
" here." Turning to the right, they read — 
" Thou shalt be dispossessed by foreign nations, 
" and thy people severely chastised." On the 
back of the statue was inscribed — " I call for the 
" Arabians." And on his breast—'" I do my 
" office." 

" At the entrance of the room, on the top was 
a round ball, from whence issued a . piK)digions 
sound, like the roaring qf a torrent ... 

" The king, after having taken a copy of the 

inscriptions, finding nothing more to detain him, . 

in deep sorrow and dejection, followed by his 

attendants, left the cave. They had scarcely 

turned 
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turned their backs^ when the statue repeated bia 
accustomed strokes. 

" Having resolved oh a strict siJence with re- 
,|prd to what they had seen, they shut the tower, 
aQd closed up the door of the cave with a ^eat 
quantity of earth, that there might remain, in 
the world, no memorial of the ill omened pro- ' 
digy, to which they had been witnesses. 

■ " Amidst the deep silence of the following 
night, near the spot which they had quitted, they 
heard loud voices, and shouts resembling those of 
a !>attle. The country all round was convulsed 
with El tremendous noise, the ancient tower was 
^wallowed up by the earth, and all that the ter- 
rified spectators of the cave had aeeuj appeared 
(o them like a frightful drenm." 



LETTER CLXXII. 

Deal, Augitil SO, 177*. 

Long may you, my dear friend, con* 

jtinue to enjoy that vivid spirit and health, which 

^ves the gayest colouring to every flower that is 

pcsttered along the walks of life ; with many a 

rose 
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>6sfc an3 rtyrtle Jias'Weaveii adorned your i^itb, 
arid long may' they ftourish in the falfest suh- 
tihinc. 

I hope you will totiUiiue to think it too late for 

. your northern expedition this season, especially 
towards the eiid of an unfavourable Summer. 
We have had a great deal of blustering weather 

- here, and yesterday afternoon we had a great 
atorm, and a most noble preparation for it.' I 
hca'rce ever saw th6 "■' dread magnificence of 
Iieaven," appear in a more -avvfiil form. The 
western horizon was involved in the deepest 
■^loom, thr6ug:h Which the lightning vibrated in 
a manner mciet singularly beautiful. The great 
Expanse of darltiiess was rendered the more 
lole'mn, by a range of pale clouds of & rennark* 
able" colour and form by which it vVas bounded 
towiards the East. The natural expectation from 
the appearance of the sky, was thunder- but it 
ended in a most outrageous wind, %vhich continue4 
iibout ten minutes, and then siink into a sober 
jiaih. 

I can easily conceive the pleasure you must 
have felt in so agreeable a view of that " otium 
cum dignitate,"- which you enjoyed in your visit 
to Sir J. A. A timely retreat, after a proper 
ponion of life h^ been dedicated' to the duties 

of 
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of pttblie activity, >s mach more noble and g^e- 
fill than the being driven into repose by U»e in- 
capacitiet and weakness of old age. 
'. ' I wn glad to hear Mr. Haavray * i« in better 
he^ithj he iSj I firmly believe, a very vorthy well- 
^tentioned man^ and of great use in society. It 

. is. very happy that de terns en tem$, there will 
alvrayi arise certain moral characters of very 
good hearts and very odd heads^ of exceeding 
benefit in a world too much disordered to be set 

. jtght by Uie regakr process of sober systema- 
liad virtoe. 

I do pity the want of leisnre of which you 

. compkin, which I know one is apt to feel v^ry 
impatiently. Yet a long, experience has ta,ugbt 
uie, that it is very possible to have more of that 
leisure, so emphatically desireil^ than one has a 
capacity of employing ,- and that many hours of 
uninterrupted time must be suffered to steal away, 
and leav^ scarcely any trace behind them, except 
the vejutioM r^flectioq that they have been so 
litUe improved. Yet, after all^ this is a foolish 
yegret, and proceeds from a ^^rong principle, It 

* Jonu Uanway* wbow cautuit endeavoun to do-good^ 
fttidto be of uie to the world, Mem Jo merit ft. les qualified 
cuEDmeiicUtiou thun is.befe bestowed upon iiiiii. 
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is by our pwn fiuilt, if hunwn improvcm«)tiev^ ■ 
Btande still. The Iang;uars of illoess arp w much 
the subject nf life^. as the vigoroiu ^rUs «f 
health ; and thf powers that are insufl^cient for 
actiye exertion of understanding and of high 
tittainmenU ftre equal to the duty of uorepiniitg 
submission to the.disappointment of favorite aitn^, 
and of tliankf|il enjoyment of every permLUcd . 
good. 

No, it is impossible tb«t it could be from 
eerious conviction, it must have been aerdy a 
transient thought, or a desire to see how I cinU 
brook such an idea, when you spc^k of auiibi-' 
lation as " preferable tQ staying aliyt^s in sncfa a. 
ivoxlda$ this*." Life> i^^^^ it^ P^i^Moa of toib 

and 

* III Dr. Johnson^ opiaiop ipere existence was tjits; aa4 
yet his life wait sufficiently embitlereil by bad health, th^ 
constant itruggies of a religions mind against the iBfirmitiea . 
vf temper, And during a consideiuhle part of it by poverty. 
The Editor would nut repent of having engaged in this publi* 
cation; if it wer^ redeemed by no other good but this passage 
tnd the preceding paragrapb. Homer's opipion, as he put; 
it into the mouth bf AchiUes, agrees with Dr.Jttbnson's. 

Mq fi fiu Varolii yi wn^aiiiu, fathft OAxrviv* 

Atifl *a{ uft^, J^q fi'Jkt IrAhf tH, ' ' 
'U ram nn^wm sAifd fJtturu Km<nni: 

Ody99.xi.M6. 

Rendeicif 
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■ndfl'ufflirfngs; is merciftitly'divei-sifieaj with such a 
misitfa^e of feas6, kai even' of "positive dellglitSj a? 
Mitist fender if grratly preferable to non-existence. 
"Wftfeer^ prospect' to be limited by ibe ^ave, 
v^ mexpressible hoirors must one fee), at the 
th(AlgIit' of quitting sudi h system of creation, 
UK .efigages'tite attention by every form of variety, 
strUMA by eifeiy wonder of magnificence, and 
tfharmg with every grace and elegance of beantyl 
Hcnr ttrribie to -dose oide's eyes upon the floweiy 
ea^ wid radtait son, to ** leave the warm pre- 
ciaebiaS tliecb«ierfald&y," and sink into a cold, 
dark, cMmal nt^t t Ttveh to think of losing 
allssnseof mteetleetual pleasares, all the tender- 
r tlfection, and all flie excelfenciea of 



Rendered by Pope> vUh unuiiial closeness, 
' " Ratber I chuw Iftborigosly to bear 
A weight of woes, and bre^lbe the v'lUl air, 
. Adsve tp tome poor hind tbat totb for bread, 
Tfcau reign the icepter'd monarch of the dead." 

Dr. Clark, in his jiote on the panage of Homer, qtiQtei 
also'VirjpPs 

" — Qaam vellmt sethere i» alto 
Nunc et patipeiiens et duros perferre laborer !^ , 

But it should be repoUecte4 Ihat' those who had killed 
themselves, are not fcpruented by the poet ai^ being in the 
Elysian fields, butia a sort oC iMcrnadnt* -slate Iwtween 
piuiiBhpMat,ud j^aiWlfts at the very eBtrum of Hell. 

virtue! 
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trirUic 1 From, this dreadful ^xUpcUoiii God h^ 
Utaiiked, we are graciously secured. , Aqd.as 
ronch as X bav^ said in profetsiea of my attfMCh- 
iDent,tothis>vDrlA. 1 heartily Joi& witb ,)!wi .in 
n^oicing that it: is not to lartferev^, IT^I 
Iwve but'Uttle curiosity coocerning »ny vt^er 
fUtieaUn about a better^ than tiw^ie whkh. are 
revealad to us. Contest and th^t^) foi:..lh« 
promiae, which He " who cannot lie" faai.mtde, 
fhat -iHi who endearou' to fWfiUhe ooaditioiH of 
liappiBen, shall ip^ibly be. happy i and c«d« 
yinced Utai He alone Jcnoim vhat wiUmafcc wjia 
The ^eaeni. ideas of perfect health, pellet;! jsev 
^ity. and pafect virtue, are soffidentto soppoit 
the. inind in. 4h« hoars of pain and laa^w^ to 
console it amidst the anxieti^ of precarioat good, 
and to elevate and encourage it, amidst the hmpi- 
liations of mortal fraihy, vaitily stru^liiig for ai) 
entire conquest over those cormptions of, a dis- 
ordered nature, vf hich can never be completely 
sabdued; but in that state vrhere alone the 
" ^irits of the just wfll be made perfect" It is 
very many years since I read Biirnrt's, State of 
the Dead, but I am going to read it »gf^^ that | 
may accompany yon. 1 remember in general 
(bat he is a very lively aad <eiiterta^iing writer. ' 
Yoa are a mach more iodustKioiu u«(fer than 
I am, ■for I teve ^ get w^f, iiutlftr » Mr. 
Home's 
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ItlnMe'sHistory than the teign of John. 80 fer 
aa X have read, 1 perfectly ^bScribe to yourjudg' 
ivient of th6 author. The order' and ciViHty of 
' modern times, is, indeed, aAi iiKstimatile blessing, 
^d hbwciVet nnwillmg Mr. Hume might be to 
'allow "it, WceitaiTjly the gift of Christiamty. 
'Bai'baTity Was the dii^Hce of hovism, not only 
'amongst oiir rude and violent ancestors, but 
athongst those nations which are m often extolled 
as abounding with examptes of the highest vir- 
tues. Modern compilers g^e ns & fine picture 
of tbe mannei^ of heathen ahtiqnity ; but their 
own histort&ns are more honest, and from them 
One disicoVets as high instances x)f baHtarity even 
among the polished and enligfrten&d Greeks as 
could be practised by the most AafVage pfUlks of 
scalping Indians. The battles of Merathoiij 
ThermopylEe, and Platea, were ^eat acttjDnfi, and 
petformedin^'noblecbuse, Ittid these are extt^ed 
by atl authors iti afl ages, while little mention- is . 
mad6 of the Peloponesian war, and innvnMr&ble 
bthers, by which the heroes wbo so gaHandy 
opposed the Persian tyranny, endeavoured to 
tyr&nnize' over e&ch odier, ttnd pursued their 
quarrels tlirotigh such a series of mpine, tireft- 
icbei^ £^nd blot^hedj ftat the relation makes one 
shuddeir. 
R is no wftftfler th^ the ttvage manners of 
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nations professing Christianity, should be so little 
softened in those dark a^s^ wbcn the Chri^an 
religion was so little understood, that the endovr- 
mcnt of a nioiiBstenjr-ivas thought a sufficient 
atonement for the violation of all the duties of 
.iiumftoity. But ever since the restraints of Po> 
pery have been removed, and the Gospel allowed 
to speak for itself, there has been an astonishing 
arteration*for the better in the general appearance 
of the Christian world. 

By your account of Rousseau's book, I fear it 
is Kkely to do much more harm than good, whicb 
seems to me to be the case with all his writings. 
His Eloise is no doubt finely written, but one of 
the most dangerous and wicked bpok$^ jn many 
respects, that I beli^ye ever was published. His 
Emile wfui very far from pleasing me ; some- 
thing great and striking there must dlways be in 
Rousseau ; but with such a ipixture of wrong 
principles and fals^ reasoning, tiiat renders hith 
the mo*t dangerous writer I ever read. It is a', 
pity he does not pursue his own favorite scheme 
of running wild, and grazing among the animals,' 
whose morals would be in no danger of being' 
relaxed by his stories, nor their principles ^poi- 
soned by his philosophical whims. Adieu^ my 
desir friend. Many Uianks for your kind solici- 
tude about my fother ; be is stiU suiferitvg mt^ch^ 
Imt with the true resignation of a Christian.' ' 
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I.BTTER CLXXnl: 

:".:-. Deal, SeptmUr 3, 1??*. . . 

Youa letter foun<i me, my dear frienci, 
in the same melancholy situation as when f wrote 
last. My hopes and feara have alternately pre- 
vailed, as my father seemed better or worse. But 
any apparent amendment is of so short duration, 
that I now begin utterly to despair of his reco- 
very, though 1 fear hid illnesa will be lingering, 
as he has no ferer, and takes a good deal of 
nourishment. He seldom speaks, but when lie 
does, it is without the least confusion either of 
understanding or memory. " He is extremely pa- 
tient, though very" desirous of liis release. My 
sister would oflen come and sit with me fn his 
room ; but I prevent her as much as possible, as 
the seeing any one personally concerned only in- 
cveaaea my own distress, and I can better support 
my'ownii'oubles alone, than when I am witness 
to tiiose of my friends. I am upon thewhole^ I 
thank God, better than I could expect, and I 
trust, through hie mercy, I shall be enabled to go 
flirough whatever is a_ppoi.nted f^r m?. 

Indeed, I should never thintof Cndiog, conso- 
lation 
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btion from die writaogs of Uie Stcncs under Any 
important trooblCj though I think them admir- 
able against little teasing vexations. But though 
they might efleotoadly. cure ome frotn fretiing at 
the loss of a pipkin, they will extend their ioflu- 
' ence no farther, except on such hearts as can be 
convinced that friends and pipkins are a kind of 
meublef of precisely equal value. 

i am ^ad you could find so much amusement 
in your voluminous study of the life of Petrarch.- 
If I was in spirits, and in a disposition for writ* 
ing, I would combat your aeHrtion that Petrwf;^ 
was an enthusiast. No enthusiast in love ev^ 
'Wrote a book full of quibbling concetti. No. eq-^ 
thvsiast in frieadship ever coaiforte4. bMD^clf 
nuder an appearance of neglect fr«m a frieudi, 
by thinking on Pompey and Cornelia*. . ; 

It cannot, I think, be supposed, but that i^ 
whatever age, or whatever country Homer fa^d 

* Pcttarcli'i faults were (bote of the age apd country ii) 
vhich he vrrote, but his feelings wera hU own. Yet perhwi 
be deceived himself, and rather wished to feel, than tictually 
suffeied. Mrs. Carter's expressions may here remind the 
rcaHer of Dr. ^olinsoi), when he says of lord Lyttellon, 
that " he solaced his grief (for the loss of his wife) by writ^ 
Apg a long poem to her memory." And thu wben a certwn 
persoQ began to talk to him of Catiline'^ conspiracy, ha 
turned hinself roond, and thought of Tom Ttuunb. 

livedj 
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wittch faewouM bftve deioribedj and histnytiiot^ 
legjr has oeii<taiiriy all thoie dtuxhoiita^^ Tviiich 
ymi mention, tml, notwitb^ndin^/aU.ttet 1km 
critics and ctHnmentatora hsve aaid to tlia con- 
liWy, I think there is no passa^ in wiitdi-^' 
dlvinitfes ever anive at this aaUiine. But I and. 
flomething or otherabout tbii in-a l«ttw I vrratik 
you after reading Mr. Hard, which I have fc/rgpt, 
■ bat I will not mn the hazaiid of repeating, it. 
The Cehic snpertatitionSj and the Dmidicai cere-^ 
jnoiiiet, have certainly contribute mudi to Ao'. 
subHme of modem poetry ; but the hi^hatt ira-- 
ptvrement of it seems to be from the'doctnmi' 
^'Terelation, -wbich have opened a g^uendncnr' 
into the wwrld of spirits, and discovned the 
agency of good and bad angels.*. Mflton'a 
^u^inn spirit in Gomus for instance, is a being 
of M4nelr he could never have formed ^e idea. 

• It may be presumed that (his agency of aagela, wbich 
forms so delightful anl consoling a link between the two 
worlds, cannot be denied by any person who li'as studied the 
£icnptuTes;'yet it is by no mfans clear, that this notion it 
not to bii drawn from the heathen mythology. The demon 
of Socrates; the nymph ofNunUi ilie evil genius cf, 
Brutus, and_ perhaps the " Genius, nataU comes qui tentperat 
eslrutn, — nalurm Deiis liumatta" of Horace, seem to be nearly 
allied to this system, though this last passage is explained by 
cammentatora la a iHfler«nt mahiier. - . 

from 
7 
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fimti aa; system of heathen myHmU^. • I bkv^ 
as you bid me, been reading thirf ebarmmg poem. 
The purity of the morals, tke deUcury af the 
sentiments, the beauty and Tariety of the omagca^ 
and the force and propriety of ihe epitfieto m 
captivate the attention, that nothing bntbnalH 
fltdute intention of criticising, could matke one ae« 
tile strange absurdities which^ arise fronr the con- 
fusion of ancient uid modem maimers. - ' Vm 
have mentioned some. There are others I think' 
still more striking. Evening is oora|Hu«d:to " a. 
sad votarist in palmer's vreeds ;" the hermit and 
his meads; the curfew bell, and the frequent 
mention of uigels, are all iiicfwsistent with the 
clas«cal system on which his fable is £Dinide^' 
Indeed, this confusion is a predominant fault in 
all Milton's writings. In the Lycidas, be intra* 
duces Neptune, and presently after the " pilot 
of the Galilean Lake," not to mention sevoal 
instances of the same kind c^ impropriety in 
this, and I believe almost everyone of hib po^ns. 
We have at present, I think, banished the wb^e 
rabble of the Greek and Roman (tiviaitics irom - 
onr poetry. The muses and graces may - be . stifl ' 
tolerated, as they only denote the powers, and 
ornaments of genius and charactM-. 

I perfectly subscribe to yoor judgment of the 

Feoseroso^ and Shakespear's idi^ beings. As I 

never 
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itsreti read Cbndo^, iilmow ;n«f&iag^ more hi 
" CoqibnsctQ beld," tinn by his dim gnwdear ia 
Dtiikoii. Conaoe,' the Uing, and the Wondroai 
Ijla^ «f'Bn«Sj ahiayi bring to my laind Hua 

Mn«i»'9tory of'GygeB, a»itia rdaied in Plalo'« 
RcpuUii^ and from him by Cic«r», in the third 
b^Ak o£ 4Uft Offioes^ If yf)u do not recollect the. 
■toiVi JSi* wortityouc.readJBg. 

ijJl have read Longinus, becuse I thought one 
nttiBt reed Loaginua,- bst I believe neither witk 
ttte'adoilnLlioa or pleasure that.be' ought to .be 

tad; «0'far am I from being qualifted to trandate 
YiiWi owiD if there was no othof objection. Ai'. 
forJitistatle, 1 bare more thaa once attempted, 
bat-a«rer,yat cotthi get though him; bis Greek 
M very. crabbed; his manner so very dry aod 
in^c^nt, and his criticisms so unentertajning. 
that if I wae a Papiat bis yiarku would be enjoined 
mftfera penance. \ Could Doreorejudget^the 
bttutie* of w author from auy of Aristotle's cri - - 
tiqifWMy than 1 coutd of the beauty of Hden> 
fvsm -b£«rtii|^ a w^eon restd a v«ry Jettmed and 
ebbiwate kcttire upon her skdetoii. Indeed, t . 
have generally ^oimd this to be the «ase ; and I 
bdieve: mibody that ever read so many Greek and 

Latin writers ever aead solittle wb^ ^ben have 
said about them as Lfaave done. For difficHbios 
in' hmguagc I hare often been oblige^ to Uw 



DiailizodbyGoO^If 



274 
commenffttors, and for this I owe them great 
gratitude. 

My kind and amiable companion, ofwlima 
you desire some Uistory, is Miss Poote, she is.the 
daughter of a clergyman, who some years ago 
purchased Charlton, near Barliam Downs. He 
has been dead about two years. Her mothor is a 
very sensible, well bred, and respectable dia- 
racter. She is sister to Sir Horace Mann, Uie 
Enroy at Florence. Mias Foote haa bc«i far 
two years in bad health, which has much checked 
her pursuit of improTenient ; but she has nobly 
compensated the loss of application, by strength- 
ening all her powers of thought and reflection to 
a Tery uncommon degree ; her health is greatly 
mended by our seabreez^^ uid I hope she will 
regain her strength; though that period seems 
still distant. 

Though I never saw tbe Dttchewcf il^— — , 
she was so much connected with Ma. Veseyftnd 
Mrs. Croflon, that I could not help fe^n^ quite 
vexed at tbe article yov me«ti<Hi. The irepfirt of 
tbe marriage I believe is certainly not tra< ; I 
wish it was equally certain, that it never vtiU bo 
«>. Mr. O — -- is tutor to the children, but not 
a clergyman. 1 lately saw a person who gave ms 
an account of the behaviour of Lord B. which 
was really shocking. Among othes things, he 
tr«Ued 
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O'eated the chamcter of the Ducheas witlrsnch 
soirtdalous abuse, that it exasperated- even the 
gttitle spirit of iweet mild I^dy L. C to such a 
dt^e, that she tdd bint toutes see veritis, 
which was iodeed a pretty copious subject for 
dedflntation. 

i ^ered for Mr§ Boscawen when I read the 
article iti the papers from Spa of Mr. Boscaweo's 
death. The finishing stroke might be sudden, 
but there had been long warning of its approach. 
I nevw saw the character of mortal distemper 
more strongly impressed on a countenance than 
on his hist winter. I felt sorry wlien I. read the 
account of his death, as I had often felt compas- 
sion for him during his life, as it appeared to me 
that the general opinion treated him with much 
too gjeat severity. But the world too often 
passes sentence on a character merely from its 
effect in social conversation, without any regard 
to the alleviating circumstances from whence 
many Kttle disagreements may be derived, with- 
out any- determined wrong disposition of heart. 
This poor young man, I believe, was hurt by too 
lUbCh early indu^nce, and the perpetual atten- 
tioti from his fajnily, which would too naturally 
impress on his mind too high a sense ^ his own 
iniportanca, and eonccal frosa him the restraint, 
which, t« render him agreaable ia society, as 
la well 
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well as upon higher consideration^ itironldftt 
itecesiary for him tj lay on his own manners an<l 
conversation. I iuppose you know that . Mr. de- 
Luc • is gone abroad with Mrs. SchuUenbeigj, 
who proposes to put hei;self under .the caj-e .of 
Dr. Tisaot for an asthma. This wjjl probably 
help to establish Mr. de Luc's favor at court 
Adieu. 



LETTER CLXXIV. 

Deal, Srplmbtr 28, 1774. 

1 REJOICE with you, my dear friend, 
that you are fairly rid of the uncomfortable hesi- 
talion about a Northumberland expedition, il 
always appeared probable that you would escape 
it, but determination is better than mere proba- 
bility. 

I am glad to hear you are come to an ecltdr- 
dsaement with Dr. Mousey, what could the man 
possibly find to put him out of humour ? But 

- • The well known philoiopber and geologist. He after- 
Ktrdt Burried Mitt. Cooper. % Udy-vtll ftgijHnntnl both 
*ith Mrs. CarMr sod Mn. Uontaga, 
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he h the " unpossible Doctor/' and the possibili- 
ties tiiat concern other people are quite unne- 
cessary to a genius like his. I am a gainer^ 
' bovfcver, by the odd' incident, as it furnished 
you witii a subject for some of the most admir- 
able reflections on ^e vn^tched influence of 
humour tbat erer' were writ. I want your re- 
fiectitms every hour of my life on every other 
subject ; but, alas, you are not at hand. How- 
ever, I have common sense enough to keep m» 
in 'good humour, and carry me through the 
routine of the day ; and to enable me to make a- 
dish of tea, and keep me from running the 
needle into my fingers when I am at woik; and 
as nobody here loves me either the better or the 
worse for being either wise or silly, I may subsist 
vefy well witiiout spirit or taste, or sentiment, 
or a hundred other fine thii^, ivhich you reckon. 
amongst the necessaries of hfe, and whicli I' 
think you are in all equi^ engaged to furnish me 
with whenever 1 am so h^py as to be with yoa. 

I am provoked at 's indiacriminating good 

nature, which atler all is juat as unreasonable, 
and of much worse consequence than the Doe- 
tor's odd whims, in proportion ai the influenee 
of such a character is stronger and more exten- 
sive. Indeed, all constitutional qualiities, good, 
pf bad, are the source of error, and of mischief, 
unless 
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unleStf under Ac guitence of out undsviatit^ 
principle *. Do not forget^ indeed, it h^;faly 
jmporU both liim Bod you to remember it. For 
you alone of all tboeit With whom he convene^, 
or probably ever did converse, are capable of 
imprening this principle upon bi& heart. 

I grieve much for our amikble friend's misfor- 
tune ; and it is a ^eat happiaAGi that the ndEer- 
Kigs of virtue here, are bahtoced by the divine 
consolation of future proBpecte, of the best peo* 
pie would often be in a more pitiable sittu^on 
than the worst. The noise and racket of the 
world haa aspeedy operation in stifling' the «en<e 
lif grief, end often prevents its- most sevem 
attacks, by weakening diose ties of affection, 
vbich the author of our nature originally fixed 
BO strongly on tbe heart. The succours of rdi^ 
gion are of a very dififerent kind ; they enable 
the mind indeed to rctign vith calmness, apd la 
sufi^ wiiheut cenplaiDing, yet 9t the aame time, 
leave it to the ea^xipe ef ^(b and huwHity, isy 

* This statotDt is -.•prely a^imUe, and pirbtpl bu 
a]iO the ran iQetit of originality., J» uuth U least Cfnti9t 
be tlou))t$!l l>y any one wbo believes, that (bere if iip other 
•lire guide of acifon, bnt principle tlenvcd from the Gospel; 
HO Other ccrtaiu and fixed difieKnce between right anJ 
^vrong, buttnch'^s is tnadeb^tbeRVedet) wtH ef Sodi 

cheffiog 



DolizodbyGoO^Ie 



S79 

cheering it rather with future hopes, than blu it- 
Hi^ the ed^ of present feeUng. 

i have read the controversy between Hume and 
Rouaseau ; no one acquainted fvtth the strange 
turn of mind which discovers itself throughout 
Rousseau's works, can wonder at any thing 
which he takes into his Iietid. A man who con- 
verses only with the phantoms of his own imagi- 
nation, will always think and act incomprehen- 
sibly in the transactions of real life. That he is 
mad, cannot I think be doubted ; happy is it for 
him if great part of that alienation of reason is 
not changeable to his own account, or at least 
was not originally so. There ^va» one thing ap- 
peared to me pretty striking iiij Mr. Hume's 
letter, where mentioning a circumstance which 
uervm to render Rouleau utterly contemptible 
and ridiculous, he Uiinks proper to preface it by 
calling him hajriend. . Indeed, there is no rea- 
son to sttppose, th^ the accusation itself can be 
'Tiery well' grounded, that Rousseau represents 
himself more wretched than he is. A bewildered 
Qtiderstanding. a singular temper, and a spirit 
which seettis impatient of all social restraints, are 
too real causes of unhappiness, to leave much 
gKiund for the suspicion of affectation. People 
may give themselves what airs of superiority and 
independence they please, but even the wisest 

and 
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pSki best of human creatures are Coo weak and 

too defective not iff need all the ^stistances whidi 
arise from the nuttaal contributiona of social life. 
My ^Rther, I grieve to say, continues in tba 
tame suffering state. My spirits, I. tlianb Goi, 
are better than I could possibly expect ; and I 
have DOW got a regular nurse^ which allows me 
to leave him, and take some exercise. In one of 
loy rai^blev 1 wished much for you, to «ee a pic- 
luie jvitb which I think you would have been 
nme^ pleased. I v-'^ in a very pretty field, 
bounded on one side by « tall hedge row. Two 
pf the trees joiocd ttuiir bovghe by an inclinatioii 
which formed, a . Gothic arch, m the . cenUe of 
which, io the -'' C^ntansa," appeared- Sabddwn 
castle, noL atsuclt-a distamce as Us beindi^inct, 
nor near enough to crowd upon fiis eye, and fill 
the.aivh. It.was^ taken with aJl its accompaoiT 
inents, one of .the moHpl^ingriegularxticturef 
J ev^saw. ■ . i> 

I had a letter Jstdy from om- dear Sylpb, *»bo 
talks with. some degree qf certainty of coqiiijg to 
Englaftd Ui October. Ypu wjll think Jh^vf 
taken a. political antipathy to Lord MahoQj when 
I tell you I aip scafldalixed at bis W- -■ — 'sadverr 
fisenient. I have notbing lo object tp his oppor 
^ition to measures, which I fielieve may have 
Wen very wroog, but hp f^epis, except jn one 
incij 
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ioetdeittal e|:pfflB3j(Hi, totaUytto bave annihthited- 
the King, aa a -part «f the CoQstitDlion. Doer 
he considev the electovB of Westminster as tha- 
^iU^aos^of Genava*. Adieu, my dear (nuid. 
I rejoice to bfiM you are sowell, . . . - : 



. tETTEU CJ;*XXV. 

, D«aJ, Ortp^n- 8, 177*. 

Yowari very kind, my dear'fiiehd,"in 
CKpressing so thach solicitude ' about me. i/ty 
father continues in pretty much the same mebn* 
choly Btata'hewas'in when I wrote Itist; He haf 
long beea vety desiroas of death ; hiA expresser 
bis re^^ation ta the wifl 6f God, whatever time 
be 'thinkn pmper ta continue him in bis present 
state. I am very thanklul to the Almighty Ctv 
the bles^ng of bid perfect composure, aiid eiem- 
piary-palifence; Which I'trust wlf be granted biin • 
to tKe'ertd. 

I ought not to say to much to you on this sub- 
ject, hot it so enga^s all'my attention, that it ii 

* Is wUeW republic, as it Am «nts. Lord Mshon, after* 
pardi better kpown »i Ltvd i$luili«pe, had Iwm cducatml. 

pot 
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liot euy to vriAdraw my mind from it I now 
aonfine myself to taking a tittle mi^ ia tfae amal) 
OBstt befiore the house; for I cannot bring myself 
ti take a vnSk, m my spirits are so burned, when 
I am absent, that it woald do me more hann m 
that respect, than lite air and exercise would do 
roe good. 

The lady yon mention it Miss Foote's aunt. 
Her father and uncle married two sisters. Sho 
continues her kind rlsits, and they do me a great 
deal ctf good- Mtsfl Foote's younger sister is 
married to a Mr. Ross, of Cromartie. Do you 
kpow mm f It is to be hf^>ed ^e has a great deal 
of merit to rewsrdfaer Eorsvch a ieiribte exUa 
from her own 6uaiiy *. 

- l^mtian ia«HD«pti:U^ his.ivfi^gi dtarac-- 
tenses the geaiiH. of, several poetic Jgy the instru- 
i^eiits o» whigh faesupposes t^n to ba«e played. 
He my* that CalUt^ took «p atlyre n hich be- 
longed to PetEaKh»,:that it i«a»^rme(l of the 
pttre»t luid whiie^ ivary> lint so, etcesave^old^ 
that it ehilkxL h«r filers. 4jre you -st all ac- 
quainted with, Gratian'^ worked Theyuwajwtt- 

• Mr. Boss nut Mitb an e«r]y.aud wibsppji &l« ;.«nd his 
widow afterwards mariicd Sir Robert Harriet, end resideJ 
■u St. James's-street, where her weekly parties foi convepia- 
ttoQ were well known, and lespectably attended. 

We 



DiailizodbvGoOglc 



Ue of good/bad, and indifiwent; but, t^no &m 
9'htAe, wwth reading *. 

i wish ywt well throng vitfa the kwlobletMk 
of eatertaming yooF oaantry neigUtonra. . U 
WMiId indeed be very vetx&tiouc, to bt obliged to 
eftcriflce- tbe hours of improving and dettghtfol 
Fetirement, to the fatigues of dull and uninterert- 
wg conTemtion, if a general regard to society 
was not a necessary duty. Many of tlic forms of 
the world are no doubt Tcry Mafiieable, and very 
iilly ;■ but those are founded ■on the ta-oeet good 
sense, by which people of distinguished talents 
Are ^omctiqws: dragged out of tbeir closets, and 
frenvsodeiies formed by particular ctioke, and 
obliged to keep up that connexion mtfa the gene- 
rat coHimdnity of their fellow-creatures, wWch 
e«ght no* to be entirely given up either to sofi- 
ttuy study; oc.the iVitercourie <rf priTatefnend- 
ships. If the eminently wise and good were to 
converae only with themselves, and wUb each 
aUin-, the eircle of wisdom and of goodness 
Would become much too contracted. In the 
nost unentertaining companies, there are often 
persons who, however destitute of shining ac- 
comphshmentB, may have many useful plain vir-' 

* Like MartiaFs epigrams [— 

** Swit boat, sunt qusdain mediocnB, sunt mala pluri.". 
tttps. 
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tae», that entitle them to encouragemnit and' 
evteem ; and the ignorant and tbe dull have as 
much a claim to be instructed aod amused hy the 
talents of the learned and the agreeable^ as the 
poor have to be assisted by tbe money of the 
rich; and even tbe bad have a claim to every' 
i^pfHTtunity tliat can properiy be allotred them, 
of growing bettex by the conversation of the good. 
To be sure much more might be said on this sub- 
ject, but I wish you may not have thought long 
ago that I am got. into an immoderate fit of 
talking. 

I have never read Mr. TVarton on Spenser^ nor. 
did 1 know he had writ on this subject, but I have 
been always so well pleased with his criticisms on 
Other authors, that 1 should be glad to see wliqt 
be has written on this. If you think of it, 1 shall 
be obliged to you if you will be so goo<} to bring 
bis Spenser with you to London for. my induc- 
tion next winter. I am sensible how much below 
the dignity both of Spenser and his commentator 
it is, to talk in tbe same breath of a receipt for 
preserving oranges ; but while it is in my head, 
I will beg the favor of you to bring me likewise 
tlie method bow they are to be done in s]ice«, 
which I think you told me you had learnt in the 
North, where to be sure the good people have 
tfie best art of giving fruit a sweetness from sugar. 
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wm it can have none from tbe snn. Aditn, nij 
dear fiiendi 



LETTER CLXXVL 

Deal, October ^, 177*, 

As the account in my last letter ^vill 
have made you kindly solicitous to hear from me 
again, I cannot forbear writing to inform you, 
that it pleased God to rele^e my father from all 
the sufferings of mortality on Monday night I 
have an inexpressible losSj but I have great rea- 
son to be thankful to tfae divine goodness, which 
extended the enjoyment of such a blessing as mj 
fether's life was to all his family to so long a date. 
He retained his understanding and his senses to 
the last, and left a world which he had for some 
time wished to quit, with such an unruffled calm 
and composure, as I firmly trust was an earnest 
of a blessed change ; he died without a struggle 
or a groan •. ' 

* The memory of Dr. Carter was revered by all his family 
to the last momeot of their Uvet> They Mver apolie of him 
but with the higheit degree of respect aaJ affection. Ht 
appean to h&ve been a man of strong understanding, deep 
and extensive learning, and of a remarkably upright, pure, 
aad blameless character. i 

J am 

L,.,l,z<,i:,.,C00gll;"' 



J am Mter tban I could htxe ex^cM to he 
after such a conclusion of the anxieties which I 
have suffered for so many weeks, though I thank- 
fatiy ackaovrledge that they have been intennixed 
with mnny comforts. At present I have a sad 
desolate feeling; at my heart, and an oppressive 
weight upon my spirits, that I cannot shake off; 
but this i tniBt will soon be relieved, and be suc- 
ceeded by pleasing and comfortable sentiments of 
gratitude, r^^ect, and affection, to the memory 
of a' fether, to whom I had such nncommon and 
inexpressible obligations. 

I hope th^ all the business vrhich is to be done 
in conjunction with the rest of the family, and 
tbe settling my own establishment, will be finished 
by the usual time of my coming to town. In t^e 
meanwhile, as socoi as' the last sad ceremony is 
over, I will walk, and am persuaded I shall be 
the better for m and exercise. Adieu^ my dear- 
eat friend. 
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LETTElR CLXXVII. 

Deal, November iS, 1774. 

It is scatredy to be expected, my dear 
fiaend, thst^atfaer yon or I bIwdIcI he tolerably 
w«Il in such wealber ; it has, faovsYer^ iea^ hm 
severely wilh yoa than with me, for I have btea 
«£I7 ill forthe iasi ftntnight, ami am stitt aafSci* 
eatly ancomforti^le. 1 ecarcdly evar leiacmber 
wiDtar to.Iiave arrived atrach high perfection by 
(he middle of Nwefaber. We liare- ImkI for 
Hiany days a quantity of snow, hail, rain, and 
wind. Ob Saturday eveoing tbere was a most 
{uriiHiB tempest: it heartily fi-ighteAed iusj as 
Mrs.Pemun^;toawaB«ut> iaditrose«»9nddeidy; 
tlMt i did aotknow bat sb« might be in it. Hap- 
pily, howerer, she was not set out, hariiig' been 
drinking tea frith Mrs. Doaglas. The violence 
did not last above half an hour, and every thing 
Mb ^iet wben shs' came home, wondering aft 
the way she camCj why people bad tkrvum kadk 
a tpmntky of bricks and tiles into the street. 
The trath was, that my (w« tranquil sisters had 
sat quietly by the fire-side; and of -a storm tba^ 
Itad shattered chimneys, and untiled housas. had 
broken 
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broken the ships fro^ ^ir anchors^ and blown 
hem outof tb^ powns^^nqne of their ^nses had 
gives .thwi t^e leaft^iiitiinatioiVr, ,U ^wes very 
happy this ««tni^us hurricane ^i^ i^t ^^ntiinue 
till the Ume.of higl» wj^lier, as, in ali ,probaBiIit]r 
every buiWioff within reach ojf the sea would have 
bceiB iwtiied .a)V97 iy 4ts. fmy. Goi send our 
dear Moh .Vesciy, s^e lo ds ^; Ltwpe apd trust she 
iK«nttm,Uiift«iite- '.r . ■■ 

J HtHTsiread^ Mr. M. . Robinsejols * pamphlet: 
it is mtf iDgmioiw, and. w^ dotn pure honw ta 
the autbw, ie.ffrilteA.^ith a dmwi^ and serinis- 
ness iiiiiehis very.xMp^HaWa • H<nr£v6oraeof 
the.fiudannttd ar^[0e«tft«g^at taxatjonjare 
right, J:am.Bot,ftb)« to jud3^p>,.no(;.^h^iii§^ suifi- 
ciently aoqaavitedwiU) l^esulyex^, \ltonlyap- 
peaied ton^ flwt.if thi^rea^a dn^^iJ^WV"^ 
.wantnf ir^nvseDtottofk is 4o b^ admHtedr'potTj^ 
inoansideraUf {Wii of tb« ia^bifapts af ouc^lMid 
fidl^prcUy mttch'Vnd^.the.RMU.p^iQ«ine))^:i 

-i Jottght befove-'ihifl 'tp hwe <|«a^jffl^.^^r 
ypwr. Uighlaad poetty,; bnUmiii^heStmi «wdy I 
bave.icajly bi»A taptMmtf^l f<M' «0y-lfHRBkitvt 
da not^yov, jny.deaj^iiwitdi'fMiactjr'u^irSJi^afM 
about me, for I really feel veiy little fiw myself; 
on the contAiry, t find v^i^ tiig;h reason to be 

* Afterwardi' th« Mcond LatA febWety, Mr*. Montagu's 
•Ideit brother, '* "-■'"-'' ■■ ■ 

. thankful 
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thankful that I have no vrorse pairiii than what A 
pillow caii reliere, and that I am in a Bituation of 
life which tdlmVs me that relief. Indeed where a 
progress in knowledge is the jffincipal pursuit^ 
and ambition the predominant passion of the 
heart, it must appear extremely grietoaa to be 
reduced to a state in whidb all the facultiet of the 
nnderstandlngf Are blUnted^ end every spring 
of action is related. But unavoidable dulbieit 
is no mortification except to the temper of 
vtmity ; and the incapacity of being important 
and nseftil In aodety^ is no miaforhme, but in 
the false estimation of pride. The sittuUioa 
which renders one unfit for active duties, yet 
leaves power and opportonitiea cinoilgh for the 
exercise of the more quiet and silent virtues*; 
and tUt one has arrived At a profltfieocy in Uiese — 
amd dla& * how much does one find still to be 
done! — It would be insolent to complain of not 
belDg'«ppJ*ltited (o act in a character which would 
-require' higher exertiotis. Bftt all tiiis can be 
i^y Httle edifying to yow, however necessary to 
-l«iH|KrwM feasy and cheerful, under the sense of 
my ablate inffignihcance. To make you some 

* Sea the c0Dclu>k>n .of Oolduuith'a delightful poem, 
" The Traveller;" in which the poet applies the »n« 
'tentiment tn political uppreuion, which Mri. Carter does 
here lo mentvl trr corporeal incapacity. 

VOL; II. U amends 
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amendaior allfjlusj^l wi^ tc^nscrib« an, It^Iiui 
leeo it htiot^f I ihii^yov wiU.^hfvijk^ n^e fof i^ ,. 

Oini«, i bei carcaj, olmfc le gra*e e schifette ' - ' ■ - 
Prmevetuste! oilAfe I'untt e'l'bkndHel ' ' '> ' "- 

AiiKile.Towhcpux miMH^ibiistteL . | 

Uq $«r dulor strug^mi il capo, e infette 
IfC vie ic lievt ti])irti, onil' ha ogni paite. 
Seii'so e vigor, gii tutW a pani*, a pirte " ''-' 

JVli'sposiB,-einpuiWt)difliiirini i»««i( ■' 

■ . Dc& finin'iiik chrfCFDtne.flQTi tdao . 

Che fomnii aqueata oscura valle ed «ii]fii(t..* 
Padre del ciel, di qui ugualmente dono 
Son la vila, e la morlc, fa cli'i'o tosto— i ' 
■Ma no ; Do'l mib ■*olere, ii 'tuo s'liJeropia ! ' ' 



. I long, to kp9W;hov? lycm. be^ t^p AUffBes of 
/jrpwNortbumb^^ndltfp.. I waf ia htip^p jou 
■ffonld have escaped it this ye^^ fpr it jjrieiw fpie 
,to think, th^tl^ ho^thaqd ;fpiifit9,ypa Jmjk Ifwii 
.acqmnn^.^1 tbejiomm^, instead pf sQ^ri^ji;^ 
.regions of .iDt)eJl^ci^al,de%;bt, fihonld h^ su^^^i^tfld 
in the damps of a coal-^.^u[le.. .,YetpiH(,jis9{k49. 
.talk mighty fooUs^y itpQo. these ..o<;cayt^. . f<9^ 
after all, the true proof of wisdom is doing the 
thing which ought to be done. And though to 
be sure, if you had chosen to haye staid behind, 
you might have appeared ^.mucb finer ladj' ^1^4 
. (LWicb. 
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B much finer genius; and ^oif might have sat in 
your Chinese ioam, dnfl fdnt Athenian room, 
and might- have' written raote " Dialogues of the 
Dead." You are certainly a much more reason- 
able being, and more laudably engaged in accom- 
panying Mr Montagu; in assisting him' in hid 
bnainess, and the entertainment of his North 
conntry neighbours. I hope, however, your 
whole stock of health and spirits will not be ex- 
hausted, but that yon will have some left for your 
own use, and to gladden me with by the time I 
come to London, as I hope to do t|uite at my usUsf 
time, and the prospect is a great comfort to m^.: 
1 do likewise enjoy the thoughts of the very pretty 
scheme you have been so good as to plan for me 
of going with you to Welwyn, and heartily wish: 
we may find it practicable. But to the season of 
" fine prospects and the harmony of birds," there 
is absolutely an age. 

I am very sorry our friend is disappointed of 
herSibuse. I am really quite impatient to beaf 
that' she is fixed m a house to her mind, for I 
think such a kind of quietus mast do her good. 
Pew people seem to me to have stronger reason 
to form the wish of Horace, 

Sit moihis lano rnaris, et viarOKi, 

MilitiUqiM' . ' 

W a .Siifl 
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She bu literally travelled nea and lend enough 
to tire any reaionable person, and there is tcarcely 
any metaphorical warfare, I suppose, more per- 
fectly harassing than that of a court life. 
. The Highland poetry is extremely fine. I have 
beard it disputed whether it is genuine, but of 
this there does not appear to me the least doubt. 
There is one «triking proof of its being composed 
in the earlier times, that Utcre is not, I believe, 
a single image hut what is taken from the views 
of nature, and scarcely . the least allusion to any 
art or science whatever ; an omission scarcely 
possible in an. imposture of modem invention*. 
. Pray let me hear when you mean to draw 
nearer to me, for I do not feel well pleased to 

know you are sofar off. 

Ever yours'. 

• The poetry here spoken of is Mucphenoii's OjHan.' 
Mis. Carter never changi-it her opiniun about its aterits, ab^, 
arracteiUy considered, but was not equally char afterwards 
concerning its genu)ncni%. She stilt thought, however, that 
Ihe grou lid- work wax genuine, but much kliered, and-fhe list 
[urts supplied by the «di(or, ■. .. . 
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LKTTKR .ctjfxyiii: 

T}ca\, December 1,1774,. 

Ikdbeo, iTiy dear ft-iend, the world ^rould 
find good reasou to quarrel with me, if you must 
take a share in my incapabilities ; faowever, things 
are mending, and I am taking some stqis towarda 
getting myself ready for I^ondon. ' It 19 to be 
hoped that the astonishing quantity of snow which 
fell from morning to night ient Sunday, will have 
exhauated all the damp. Tlie poor d<Jar Pen- 
ningtons' had a most dreadful jOumey on Satur- 
day. Crod be thanked they got mfe home at 
last, but BO compleatly frightened, that probably 
they may for the future be more inclinect to take 
the advice of their fiiends The Doctor coilld 
not be prevailed on to neglect his church. This 
was no doubt a very laudable motive, but he might 
have coQBidered, that none ot hm congr^;ati<Hi 
would be the better for going iw church, H" they 
could be unreasonable and uncharitable enough 
to expect him at the hazard uf his life. 

Yee, indeed, I was struck by the account you 
mention. Such characters as have figured with 
great eclat on the theatre of the world, present 
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at their exit many a solemtt and important leseon 
to every attentive spectator *. Amoag the rest, 
tyhen it is considered by what a compUcation of 
right and wrong, evea those whose conduct is (he 
least equivocal, commonly arrive to the bi^est 
buman distinctionsj it should render the insignifi- 
cant and the unillttstriouB thankful for the humble 
lot, which confines them to the simple path of 
fegnkr duty, and furnishes ao unperplexed af^. 
coMttt at the end of their journey. 

1 thank God every thing relative to business 
.ia py Cher's concerns is all mo^ happily and 
smicahly settled. My father has left his fortUae 
^uftUy among hi? children, ^t was not large, 
Viut he gftve them an inheritance of a qobler kind. 
. ^om his instructions, his example, and bis care 
. of their education, for which we cannot be too 
grateful, W^n I return from London, I shall 
^ve full lejaure to compose myself iotq that state 

• This expression may perhaps remind the reader of* 
fine passage in Juhosun's Imitation of the Tenth Satire o£ 
Juvenal : — 

"In life's lasl scene what proilJEies suTpt-iM, 
tvtjp of lbs brave tod follies. o{ the rim!". 
Put the po« tiUi^dts only ip.tlje, natural dec^y of th« 
strength aiiil fHciilties at ibe close of life; while the Christian 
moralist draws her Hwf ul lesson from a review of the. conduct 
of Ibi dying ptrsoii.'while in possession of allliis powers, and 
t^f eScft o/ Ihat'cOD^Bctua^Ul tmure siatr^ ' 

of 
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of tranqniinty and eheerffllness, which by the' 
Divine tesfetance I hope to acqaii%j ia a thank- 
ftil 'enj^ytnent of the blessings with which it has 
pleaserf God' to disHnguish my life. 

'Mrs. Barbaull'a acquiescence 18 an excellent 
proof of her good sense and right principles, a 
consistency which is unhapprly not very common 
in people who hare made such a kind of choice. 
May she nerer find out that the gratifying one 
fevorite wish, does not necessarily preclude every 
other. 

■ Lord and lady Holdernease are returning to 
England, from whence it is inferred his heaUh is 
Worse. Poor Lady Clermont' is jtist embarked 
fot Montpelier in a most miserable stEite of health 
and spirits. The account I heard of her was 
quite affecting. 1 suppose you hafe heard that 
Mrs. Coltesworth has resigned from ill health, 
with a pension of 3001. a-jear, and 1001. for 
Master Blomberg. 1 4o not hear who is to sue-* 
ceed her. 

Notwithstanding all your wicked wit, our poor* 
dear Sylph would be too really unhappy, to be 
whimsltal in eucli a situation asl Iwpe will not 
happen, tho(ig;h there is, I believe, from other 
accounts tfian those which are dictated by her 
fears, some reason for apprehension. I heartily 
join mth you in thinking be would be a loss to 
society. 
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society,' as he has many amiable qualities, and 
would have many more, if he formed his standard 
qf action from his own mind, for I am inclined 
to think he is not vicious so much frpm incllna-' 
tion, as from the example of the world, If it was 
Q fashionable thing; for wits and scholars, and l<Hd 
lieutenants, and other distin^uisUed personages, 
to be trqe to their wives, probably our frien4 
vrould not h^ve found him an unfaithful husband, 
']f he poor man is ill rewarded for his complaisance 
to a worthless world. It has sank his character^ 
Qud he Iws.not thai pl^ce in society, that hts vn,- 
derstanding, and bis qiany good qualitiea, |nlgb( : 
justly claim, if he allowed them a free find xtiia- 
ral operation; Butdoe^ not tliis defeiring of tbe 
bope of seeing our dear Sytph make your he^tt 
^ick ? I feel it heavily at mine. 

lam glad poor Lady Clive hassoosefiil aiid 
humaiie a friend to assist her in ber distressed 
situation. It always appeared to me that his wife 
made a very pradent choice, in sacrificing tS^ 
views of more splendid distinction, to the real 
comfort of such a hiwband. 

I wish the young Couple you meii^oit maybe 
happy in tlieir private capacity ; b^t what a fer- 
mentation of nobility and republic^mfnn, and td| - 
manner of clashing and:heterogejieou>princil>(«, 
yii\\ pro^bty be. «il(ttled fiff poitf^rity by su^ 9, 
Vnioq ! 
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union! .AdieUy.my.'dearifriendi -I'hepG -wtm to 
hear you ^sve changed jronr- oBnrala;: . .. 



* ifccCTiJer'18,' 177«: 

: ..i MjunrAMiks to you, my dewrfidi^^ 
for kindlji pievemtluir any dingiWftUe-i^qvmoa 
froiD'jlhet,r«port,yoHJHteDticn' lt,i$'tmf,-ia^^t 
thqtliwToliiktJtUefiujii ip a«eHripapor.c,Afdr 
shotdsl'J nfttur^y ^iipect to r^TC any intdli-- 
geAf»,^m. which yoii vt^re .cfnc^Ffued^ by tl^t ■ 
coqr»yftq«»; yptwbAt^«r maybe urgjCd by r^' 
ion or ezperieace, there. », a certain ununnfortt 
^ble jeetii}g,aniutig,froni iqece pffisibUitieSj which 
on^ wpi^ glwftya jl>e,g;lA(l to avoid. This wea-. 
Iher^ 1 thrift,, intut h« yciT heiiefiqal to |dr. Mon-: 
tag^ Tho <^nge he):? is ppQdj^ouf^ The 
«n<iw^,w)?^hja thie j&^ld^ u^ar this place mea- , 
Bured three feet deep on Friday, is so effectually . 
vanif^K^h^ jrepiter^^y thprc was scarcely a sptrt 
of v^ia to.h$ seflu. MosV^i^Ppily' wi^ this ex-- 
cesBiTe c|naatilycif.aaoWj we.had no frost, though 
it had fn»^ pr*4ty stfong)^ b^ore H fell. Our 
Kentieh papers nytibcTft wt» notwymow beyc^d 
Sitting- 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



398 

SittiR^tmrne ; bo ^Ktnildy ym wifl Mnk 1 aiti 
talking in n^ sleep'; bvt imleed I have had many 
a sensible proof of my being awake. 

Mrs. Howe and Miss Cooper write me very 
prospo^ns accounts of our society *, which seems 
likely to go on in a floui-ishicg way. There will, 
I believe, be some new regulations, and among 
the rest a prohibition to the tables, not to give 
any sums of money. Some of the most respect- 
■Me of onr managers objected strongly to this 
proceeding last year. Mrs. Howe, who thonght 
difTerenlly as f did, teRs me she is nearly brot^t 
over to change her opinion. I wait till I hear 
the pffint more fnRy discussed, before mine is de-> 
termined. I am afiraid it is too thie, thwE we have 
been more imposed on m these- cases' ihan in any 
others. 

The acconnts from Lady Rartrey are, I thank 
God,, so perfectly goot^ tint by the lime t come 
to town, I hope to find the dear little b<^' has 
been often in the air, and the infection qniteover. 
Most completely indeed are Lord and Lady Dar- 

• 1%e> Ladies' ChmitabiB Society J sAi «i}riii4h)« imtitu* 
Aaa, MbicltpMhips itilLcKJio^ftiid iawbidi thcilsditsitbo 
ftxapMed it, fftvaUitk time as well as n»iiey. tOjthftpoor. 
Tk^, met attbeir own hoiues, and had separate tablesfor- 
the different dislricts, ur patisties, to whicU tfieir cliarity ek- 
tended, - ' ■ . 

trey 
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tK£y eotitled to your descriptipti oS tbem ; «qi). 
o;iie can never doubt ia general of the Diviae 
blessing on them : y^t as hivim& igncHVOCQ kqowa 
not in what r^l ble^pgi wn^ist, hqman weak- 
ness is always ready to take alarm, while .any ia-' 
teresting jioint is depending. All who know them 
will r^joice^ (hat it has pleased Ood U> indujige the 
teifdexest wishes oS th«ir own hearts. 
. Wh^t you say of the extravagance at^l lux4>y. 
ojF.the lower ranka of pepple is t(M well foiiBd«d : 
but it is unhappily equally truCj. tb^t th«y rec«iv« 
too oiu<4l encouragement froM,^(ieral ejuunple^ 
iu ft coipitry -wh^re. each order of society pi«fl5e» 
wpon that wlficb is ahovti it. Terhapa the mii- 
ctuefhas stiU wtrse conaequences in tho middling 
fJfiBsea than ia. the k>weit> and v^ty betnys tb9 
oB« ifito toere evils than appetite the other. 
Jifais c'«st \me grende ^e^tion, and 1 have not 
time to enlarge on the caps, an4 hatSj and gauze, 
and Uoad, aad the rest of the frippery, and 
" nugis qu<e in aer.ia ^uqunt vfMla." 

I the other day met with an account of the 
Oriental clock, which was so much admired sora« 
yewrs ago ; and U appiean to me to have been a 
work of suFprisiag megniticence aod uigenuity, 
and, what often accompanies both raagnihceoce 
^d iagenuityj yery false taste. It is a pity tJtet 
tW artift, wbp Ka^ou to havs fiweed. the iQecha<- 
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nism tnth io htgfi a degree of perfection, had not 
been asHsted by some poetic&l genius in the de- 
aign. I should think the properties of Time, the 
most valDable of all our earthly possessions, if 
well disposed of, might hare furnished a great 
iiFiety of high)y beautiful allegorical representa- 
lions, much belter adapted to the intention of a 
dock marking its progress, than green dragons 
sfHtting pearls ; but whether they might have 
been so well adapted to the genius of a Nabob> 
or a Mogul, I cannot tell. 

One of my friends here desired me to read the 
comedy of the " Indiscreet Lover," which I have 
read accordingly. Have you ever read it } The 
moral has evidently a very right tendency ; but 
there is so much profligacy and licentiousness in 
the conversation of the vicious characters, as ren- 
ders it very. offettSive, and nearly as disgiisling as 
the Beggw's Opera. 

I hQpe to be:8o happy as to see you before the 
end of U)is month. This circumstance I must 
tilways think onwith pleasure; and indeed I shall 
■I) general be glad for the present to change the 
scene. This house is at present in such disorder 
and ccmfbsion from the elterationa which are 
become either necessary or convenient, that I 
am perpetually reminded of Ibe melancholy 
change of- my eita^on. ^ the - time 1 return 

to 
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to it, alt I hope will he got into regalarily, and' 
tfiat I shall sit down for the remainder of my life,' 
in cheerful tianqiiillity and thankfulness, for the 
great bleseings I owe to a gracious Proridence. 

I congratulate you moat sincerdy on the safe 
arrival of our welcome inhabitants of thie en- 
chanting blue-room in Bolton Row ; pray my 
kindest remembrance to them. 

Yours, Ac- 



letter CLXXX. 

Deal, Mai/ 12, 1775. 

I AH mighty willing to believe that by 
this time you are, my dear friend, beginning to 
bave soDW cariosity to know what is become of 
me. if one of the birds which sung on my 
way home from Canterbury, would have con- 
veyed any inteHigence of me, you should have 
had it he&jte now ; but I could not conveniently 
get within reach of the post till to-day. I will 
now give you an account of my proceeding from 
the time I left you, when^ to say truth, I felt 
quite peevish and capricious, at leaving you with 
those, whO'WOuld by their agreeable conversation, 
S take 
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Ukt np yotir kUsRCionj which jdst then I irws tat- 
i«asoD&ble enon^h to wish to be employed m^ 
like alone) Dont be alarmed at this silly confes- 
sion, as if 1 Was not satisfied with the kind affec- 
tion yon hare i^Tm me in a thousand ifiBtences. 
Tbeugii ihy heart to' be sore is sufficiently ro- 
mantic, yet a poor dull head perpetnalty ^^vi- 
tating towards ccHnmon sense, restrains and keeps 
it in IdCArablc onler, and I am^ upon the whole, 
very conscionable and quiet. 

I had a tolerable trial of my patience in my 
journey to Canterbury. The good men and 
women with wjiom I was confined, were as un- 
entertaining as ' dormice, yet, as they bore the 
figure of human creatures, and might be, for 
ought I knbw, of more use in society than I am ; 
I did not >thinb lOyself at liberty to s&ock their 
ideas of good ' manners, by drawing la Mori 
d'Abel out of m^ pocket, which 1 longed for so 
much the morfi impati'eritlyas I had received it 
from you. 1 have made ' myself ainends, how- 
ever, by reading it ■since, and hive read it' with 
great delight.' It may probably be yerydefec- 
tive In the conduct as an Epic Poem,' but the 
manners and sentiments are charming and seve^ 
ral parts ©f it extremely affectm^. ' The specie 
mens which ~ the ' translator . Itas giVea of the 
author's FwtOTals make lineMotig to Keibe res^. 

Bot 
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JUnt tp retmn to my jwmfiy, I got to Cantet-bu^ 
iVery s&fe Du 'Wedoeiday. eveoingi' and the next 
pnoniMig f^ forward om tii^:\vf&. tmnurds DeaL 
I was olfer^d an esci^rt which Lnejected^.Bn »• 
cufnbmnc«> choosing to ; follow 'jny own derioes, 
Aftd w^lk over hill «jid dale without eontranl hy 
«Dj^elf. The morning was iquke. enchantiDg; 
And t ^ametimet aat me down to rest <m a. bank 
tCfnhrpJdereciby.YipletsMid pcinvoBefli and cano:* 
pi^d by aU. the verdure of spring;, whece possibly 
X might lool( as. tofi$itieral>ie as, podr Mtb.. Field- 
ing, when she was guilty :in a like sitnatioftof the 
enormous omission of not falling, flat upon her 

iM^e before Uie augu«t prcstnce of Mrs. . 

iltdeed for sometime I pleased myself at hiter- 
vals, with forming very magniQcent ideas of the 
. liberty and independance, in which 1 peat these 
solitary houra, withoat being indebted to any 
human voice, or even to a book for any part ofT 
my entertainment. I know not how many com- 
pliments I might have paid upon this occasion, 
to the self-sufficiency of my own wisdom^ if to 
the utter subversion of all my pride, I had not 
been struck by the wholesome reflection, that the 
solitude in which I so greatly exulted, owed it» 
principal charm to the uninterrupted opportunity 
it gave me of conversing viiih the friends from 
whom I had so lately parted. All the triumphs' 

of 
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in cmueqaence, I became wonderffilly less saTagi 
and philoaophical ; bat, as 1 drew neai" the end of 
my walk, my -thetigfats we^tf feria derated, and 
my motioDS more iobei'; and still moi% to sober 
them« I anfortunately sprained my ancle, which 
convinced me that I^ who, in the morning; (we 
might say of life *) had flsU a« if I xould soar like 
an eagle, in the evening, mutt be oqaUaaH to 
wedcHe home Kite a tasie gAose. ' Adieb. '.my 
dearest friend, I hope for ft Ittter to^MwiMw; as 
I loAg to know how yon do.' "■'■ 

* Both tnor^tts ■nd poety hixtotett ts4i lUiimiMUrg ■•' 

.««U uobrioui tlienr qf N[|HiltMi<)ft' TtH^t;An^v>d^ ieir 
jf^ectiDg roinJi that have not, at (onie time er other, cem- 
parrd the counu of hHman life with the morning and evei^ 
fng of th« day, and with the seasons of the yca^t' ' 



———' •' Pa» torn few yf»l^, .,■ '. 
lliy Atmertng ipriue, thy sununer's ardent slrc]|£il|. 
Thy sober autumo Ming into age ; ' ' ' 
Ani pale concliidlng wioier comes at larf,- c'"'-" 
-Ai)<lthat»th«iceiM/' - ■ ;-j ,- ,, 
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tEtTEH CLXXXI. 

. - ■ ■ ^' . DealiJwieS, 1773. 

w . Mivn thanks to yoa, my dear friend, 
foe rc^iciag my heart by n better ^cpunt of your 

: healiU. . I am tiwty y^u hdye occasion to return 
ta the snQbcatkrg; heat of London, and shall long 
to hear you are ict out on your Northern expe- 
dition. We have had hardly any nun here; 
yeaterdftylt tbundeted very much indeed oh the 

' Pjteniiih ^out^ and sciemed te be approaching to 
its II) a dark'&Ivi^/inbst beautifuBy diversified with 
coloured cloudy ; 1>ut it all eAded in a dreaij cold 
foff- ■..-.... 

■ 1 am glad'lo fiHd you sfeem pleased with Matm-" 
drel's 'i^ravels, ' which^ in Aplte oP'a bad style, and 
dis6greeaj)le. 'ciaftDjery IB, I thirilc, a very lueftit 
and etttcrtiutimg acconiit > To^vc rpwhircd it 
cothjaletely extx^nt, the author should have beta 
capable of making such observations upon hi* 
mlgectf as thoee for which I aiq obliged to yQvx 
letter. I beliere yon are right in thiDkmg it 
might be dan^row to tnut enesetf avidit tiwM 
. Tui,. n. X Mcnd 
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Rtcred ruins. Vet I hardly ever read any de- 
scription of the scenes * pf those awfut transactions, 
in which the whole race of mankind, through 
every period of existence, is so deeply interested, 
without a wish of being transported thither ; hat 
a moment's recollection is sufficient to check such, 
an incUnation, when it is considered how little 
connection there Is betwcea the starts of a local 
and temporary devotion^ and the constant temper 
of the spiritual religion of llie Gospel. There 
are few passages in history more shocking, thaa 
the description of the taking of Jerusalem, by 
the Crusaders, who waded sword in hand, through 
the blood of twenty thousand of their' fellotr- 
creatureSj to prostrate themselves at th« sepulchre 
of the " Prince 'tjf Peace !" — If the most Strik- 
ing effect produced by sensible objects, vias any' 
real asstatance to, the improvement of- true pietyi" 
many, such meniorials no doubt would have be^n 
^pointed, by a. highez authority than that uifthe^ 

" * It may perhaps admit ofa reaionoble doubt, vfattfaei'Ac 
je«l scetiet or'our. Savioiir'i pissicta are ttill' in eti^rtence. 
Afn^r.tb^ first destruction of Jerusalem, in which not one' 
tlone was left upon an'ether, and ils various sieges after iCwas 
rebuilt^' there is noprohahility thht'any gendioe Tcattge t)f 
Aose' " «acrdd 'mite" stotnaireiliihi. -IttMins.'snTprisi'ii^ 
Aat 'this'otni^ui' difficiilty '«bbi))d not pmcnt iM)f ^n ft 
•tiooger liglit, to Saudjs, Mxundrcl, and other travellers. 

Church 
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CJiwch of Rome *.. But H«, who " knew what 
" ifffi«4n man," with equal wisdom and goodness^ 
BVioided the least encouragement to that propen- 
si^ .of our disordered nature, by which we so 
eagerly seize on every compensation for the diffi- 
cult task of a strictly r^ulated life ; . and taught 
US. to secure our duty and our liappiness, not 
by the parade of mtentatious superstition, and the 
weak and momentary effect of local and external 
sanctity ; but by tbat. perpetual intercourse be- 
tween God and the soul, which is the only vital 
principle of true religitHi, and internal reforma- 
tiw. 

I an^ afraid I do not like B^}azet 80 well as you 
would have me, but-I hope you will be mollified 
iD-consideratioB of my being' as welt pleased as a 
French tragedy can please me ; with Mithridate, 
the character of Monime is strikingly beautiful ; 

, * Tbis is a just and strikiog argument. Under the old 
Dispensation failh was asi^istcd by scnsibk- objects; under 
th^ new and more perfect, our Lurd seems to have tbougbt 
it necdtesi or improper, for lie appoinleU none. Tet, as thft 
uatune.of man ia liis present slate must be confessed to bo 
cafoa^, aiid.fiot sptrLl,UEii,. almost every deuominutiou of 
ChrlsiianSi in cv^y agp, have deviated from tliis great ,prin< 
ciple ; and have end eavpii red (u assist tlieir devotiun, if not 
to compensate for the waet of it, by farms, ceremonies, local 
obseTvsacei, splendour, and Mqsible objecls of various 

x 9 without 
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mtkost weakneM id ia gvmifle, and wlth»t(t^ilagftt^ 
dneaigt^t That or Mithrid»e is writ «9(^ii'^) 
Bn4 tie makes love, net en wuirqiiis, but en 'toor 
kare, yet «iitb SQ«h a flo|^« of elevfttian And 
acntimtot ta. faekn^ed t» hia compasitioiii;' -Sm 
MitfavidUte, : tfaougii ft lion &ndi a fos^ rtU iwty 
I think, &W^. i think yw nill aHow ItMlBa-^ 
oiae, M this jmcu, profibtd as tnueli by matafct^' 
■■.Shake^avkasinhitihitiuECIiBser. " ''•'' 

As you ^rafer the paith«lic in ttOgedyt toikt 
suUimey bow is it possiUe ywi ^wuld be-'sO'^Ute: 
&viwabfe to poor Ehirtpid^B, itbo {MtaMnes thit 
talent in so remarkable a degree ? And in contrK- ■ 
dktion t« your awii qiinidn yDiipreftr'S(^D<dieB/- 
vrbo ia nuMi to often pAlbetic u^ sobltnte! ] lAiwk'' 
i wit explain th« reason of this, em ecUrndtaUk 
(hftt y«Ak «tp)«in it heUer fijr yooneif; Tbrpi^ - 
theliu mvst. tuise from fonabu occttmiicint, «a# ' 
tbe scenes of common life ; it is in these -tbat'lUe 
manners chiefly take place; and -the G^cian'-' 
manners yoq do not like, and it is for this reasdui ' 
that you arc sa little pleased *vith Euripides. T^ ' 
say truth, there is a groamerite in the raannen 
of even tbe raott nvilised of the ancients; vAA^ ' 
is often very disagreeaUe. The dejieac^ of 
sentiment, and of external behavidnrj were in- 
troduced into the world, with thos^ deUc«<;(«s of 
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Tirtoe, whjph were tanght by tlml Institution, 
'witkli extended its infleeiKe to the ititmial regv- 
latioH'Of tlie afTectioiis of tlie It^rt, and <^ the 
^wetB.of the uaderstauding. 
: \ beliere I uiuteniend Vrhctt you msan by that 
jMlhettc, which is often taken far the b&btitM,- 
and yet I qtiestion ^vhether tbdt ^ScrX -csm IM; 
fV6(lueAA without s real laiKturt of both. Theirs 
IB, 1 b6lieve> very often the pathetic, whbosi 
fh6 least degree of the sublime; but the sublime 
seldcMA faiis to produce the pathetic. The 
gmndeur and fot'ce of the objects that eiA&rge 
and elevate the iraderatandia^, subdue aiHltoftsn 
Ibe heart, to a oemparative geme of human 
wesluMM and intptirteotioii. Bai, I bolieve, it 
may be-lbr ydul- eaioliiment that I shoold' follow 
ywr etaniple^ and fiuspect that I am taUiin^ 
ilomfetkjd. It wiH be w^ll for you md myKlf if 
. ni^ad9|)ieMiiB have as little fotinftetion'a^youi^j ■ 
PomMn- Mboasldy * sb yoa wtU nbt Mad 'her 
hovk, I aattnot help it ; I will^ as I b«te a nudl' 
higher opibion of hei- talenls than yeu hare."!' 
arabutvery littlg AcqnatntedWith li»,- bat in an 
tHe-i^iiU coATetsattoH of betweeb two And-UirM' 
hoars that we once bad ; ste appeared -to me io . 
have a very considerable dhare botJt of 'seitse and 
knowledge. Have y«a' read b6r t!b(H«c«el- of 
, .' ;. ; ■' ; . JamesI? 
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James 1 1>' I was oUlgod to run -it over, in nigrvrnt 
hurry, but it appeared to me to be dqawi siritli 
Judgment and spirit. 

1 know not how well lo analyze my feelings and 
my own wishes about your going abroad. If tlie 
putting it off till next year at,a)l iinpHed the pro- 
bability of the whole scheme l>eing laid aside, the 
choice would be easily determined. But the hav- 
ing the tbougbt.of your a]ifien«e l^ai^ng so long 
lil^, a dia^.d<>ud befofc my eyes, jn^e$ine,i 
dunk, rathpr wish it w^. faiHy. orer- Besides 
ib^t I,h<i^ 9iii ,)t.is the^y.cijccjtiQstance,^!^ 
cowMlen me, for. that. gap which ym^ abseil 
ntU form in my system, that.a more f^voura}>)fi 
eliaw(e might help to establi^ yoiu health-' >. 

What wretched accounts of the state of ttiii^ 
lU Auerioaj and. what foUy ip the measu^^.pn 
dll sides, which have invoked the, i^tion.lp f^ch 
a difficulty ! The goverapieat by urging an. nff,- ' 
profitahleiriglU, if a, right it be, aqd the, cypposi- 
tioi^ by beighteniog th^ refractory /spirits of itl^ 
colonists,! jyiy heajrt., aches fof the Howe. ^f|y 
and Mrs. Boscawep, and, ala;s, feow roapy oithecp 
are there who, dr^.thje arrival of every .sbjip. 
The Sukey came into the Downs this wcj^k, afijd 
landed a thousand letters., .S.o(pe c^n^e fo. ffe,T- 
B0B8 ID this pla^; Uier? i^litU!?,.oT,HO diffewiee 
between 
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between tbe private arcountft Vfbicli I Itave {lear^, 
and tbepuUie. 'Adieuj wy.ikaraslifi'ieBd. 



■ LETTER CLXXXII. . 

Deaf, ^we U, 1 775-, 

Ma'ky thanks to you, my dearest' (tiepid 
for yoni* kind accbnnt of 'yobr art-lvalat Sari<3!^- 
ford. I long tofenoWVvIiatyiJttdo'Hfit mentiow, 
th^t your sleep lias'been bettcf t4ian whcti'i^ii , 
ir^ in TiOndoN. 'The flatness of your sptntsis 
a' necessary coHseqUencc of their 'liaTing beettw* 
much har&ssecl, which <mly time can rentore. 
When tlie mirid has baeh totaHy 6ngt(g^ by any 
one srrbjecf of attention, however painftil,it feels 
a Vficancy from the removal, which cannot md- 
denly be supplied by any other. 

I have been reading wi'.h great delight' the 
liCtters on Chivalry which you was sd kind ast ft 
give me. Tou too well know how very a Goth 
I am, not to believe that I am very often of the 
author's opinion, and a rebel against the nsarped 
Euthoriiy of the classics. Indeed ttie light and 
delicate ftirn of 'the Grecian genius, and the cnol 
correctness of the Roman writers, do not «eem 
Capable of Uiose vast and ti^rtfic powers^ that fill 

and 
7 
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and awQ the hnegitibtbri, in' the prddllctitint «f- 
the Gothic rmim. Homer may Appear' ft Blr<ff^ 
objection to b^M this. He has no tloubt a noUe 
impetuosity end tire; yet I cannot help tbinkin|^ ' 
that his excellency does not consist so nnich ht 
the sublime, as in the nice dtMlncttonSj andsttp>^' 
port of his character! and manners, and 'thft- 
amazingly comprehensive' and accurate knoMr'- 
ledge which he 'discovers in the whole cn-de'of^ 
human oflairs. He is certainly soriictimeii EuMiihe,: 
but I do not recollect that he is ever bo in 1118 de- 
scriptions of the divinity. The reason oi this it 
indeed very evident Ndthing is sablnne in mcra 
iveak, passionate, incdnstant man;; and'Homei''B- 
divinize* are scarcely any thing better. Eveq- 
the celebrated description of Jupiter's ambrostal' 
Idcks, his sable brows, and tremendous nod, which 
has been such a sul^ect of admiratipn to an- 
cient and modem critics, 1 mast confess ioe» notf 
give me any impreesi<^ «f the sublime. Had the 
idea been truly such, it could not have been so^ 
exactly exprest by the chisel of Phidia«*.— But I 

i.m 

• Sirs. Carterfs rcasoniiig seem* ta be wore acctinit« dinn 
tliat of the crtiici >itlu()pd to. |[ ii perieuly Clear tbst the 
utffloit att of iBsn cwi represent nothii^ that dots not bvUag 
te mao. But the fact is that, as she jiitinjaieE, Homer's divi- 
nities excel man in Huthing, but lb 'power; antf not Alivays 
even in that. The ileftcrifrtioR (rf Jupiter' ii that <rf a matt,' 
except 
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tvinrt^ «lfey.Jtitl.I-h«ve-w;ba,^you pcoijiisD ni« on 
Uiifi fidb^ct, .U»n to yeatUff tny tblng/urther of 
toy A**. ' W» we, 1 am per3tta4pd by w^at yott 
ny, ^eiwetl|i of & mind In one. fMrticiUar about 
thfwe JbeUees. Tboiig^h 1. think th«ai yerj ioge- 
nwus, wad often very true, and the writer i^t 
Qway initARfiM discQTersapoetkaltaste^yet there - 
is. a Jiind of flippancy in the style aod manner, 
that perpotoaUy v^ed and leizedime. But this 
is only entfenouM^ for I do not Jove to find fault 
with j^ iMit^Q^^.tiy w^om in general I am epter-. 
tailed and tav^ht la coneidet'ation of mj giviog 
iR due h0nor to Cowley'i Pindarics,' will you 
allow rae t0 thinlt his lent verp&a most kmeniebU 
non^nsft < with hfttther poetry Hot' aenti(A«At,.ftot 
th'i kaat indication that the man had ever been in 
|(ivp, except that as a poet^ he thought it^ce^r 
kty to talk about 'it: 

1 R*fi sdrry fpt: the hto^cHy of youf dressing- 
room, but 1 bope y^u will be able to get enough 
bito jo^r gai^d^' aiid woo^ to render it the lees 
tiec^asary for ytiii. Your schetrte <»f offlitting the. 
)iod«e, and Improving the plantcttJons, is foundtit 
oti a motive equally hbbte alWl fl^lie. Tiifie wobtd 
Httk. tbei poDodeM palaee you coM raise iflto 

except in the ^' trem^ndot^a nod," which could not be a sub* 
ject for tl(e cliiscl- 

,. .- ruina. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



£94 

nuM, botfeteroUy ttiU sacum^to ytw tJie ,ir*dtfa 
vbich i> applied io fte enooaragemeBi of- fa(MMs& 
industry, .and therdief of disbxss. Sncb, my 
Nearest fjrientt may eyer be. the lue you, make of 
that wealth with which a gcaciotu Fjnwidmce ha« 
entrusted you, > Gver yours, $c 



LETTER CLXXXni; 

OMij /«M 3D, irrs. 

Br the time this letter, can arrive ta 
^ou, I hope it will fipd you tolerably settle^ af<ter 
your lon^ jourpey, and if you have had the de- 
lightful cooling showers we have, they muat have 
greatly refreshed you after the l<ondon heat yon 
complained of I rejoice our dear Sylph was still 
there to solace and, comfort. you. after a^ your 
fatigues. , . 

-Indeed, my dear friend, ypu must ^i^pense 
with the silence you enjoined nie with regard to 
your goodness to me *, for 'I am sure you would 
not wish me to carry the appearance of ingra- 

* Tbis relates. toMn. MoBtBgu*B bndun «od' libvMlitjr 
in settling an huodied pounds a yeai upon Mrs. Carter, for 
ber life, by bond, itnmediately after tbe decease of Mr. 
Uootagu. 

titude 
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itiUide'to >;r<Mi, and of rnikindtiess to thereat of 
my friends in cmicealing from them what would 
give them pleasure. Miss Cooper mentioned it 
4o me in a letter which I received this week ; and 
it wastnentioned to me again in one from a friend 
in this neighbourhood, who heard it from Mrs. 
W. Robinson, and therefore if I was ever so 
desirous to obey your contmands it would be to 
no purpose. 

I have this moment received the welcome newi 
of your being tderably comfortably settled, and 
I have.to assure you, that our southern regions 
have not had much advantage over your northern 
climeSj as the weather has been very tempestuous, 
l)Ut the f^y is now calm, but I ain not well 
enough to get into any regular study, for I have 
at present small powers for application; but! 
thank God, I am for great part of my time capa- 
ble of harmless trifling, and where much good 
is not to be done, the keeping one's self in cheer- 
fulness and good humour by innocent amusements 
is what one has to do. If I am permitted to en- 
joy the blessing of seeing and hearing that my 
friends present and absent go on well and pros- 
perously, the interruptions of my schemes which 
depend on an aching head, will be of small con- 
sequence to the qaiet of my heart ; and when J 
ain incapable of more impoi^ant studies, I shall 

be 
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Ik extremely contented with iratchin^ lh« ^wtb 
of geraniums and myrtlea. 

I have had great amascment in reading; Mtik 
Williams's Work. The poetrj is beyond thft 
common style of riiyming, and the Fairy Tale en- 
chantittgly beautiful. But the conclnsion is filnlty, 
and leaves too melancholy an itApressiofi od one'v 
mind. Human tbity, ttte source of poot f'lo' 
relta's ill-directed wishes, is not irremitftible gtiilt t 
and the idea of her finally sinkiDg under tb« 
Iniiurable conseqaehces of Ih^m, is inex^weuibly 
painful. This conclusion is liable to the:S^fnft. 
otyettion as Mr. Johnson's Hasselas *. Hate 
JOB <Ter met with a dream or vision on fcmalft.^ 
authors f X v^s entertained by it. It is abttnl 
Mrs.' Macilulay dnd several other female authors^ ^ 
aVnong the rest yonr friend. It is about a . 
silver standish and peacock's feathers. It is too. , 
long to g^ive you an account of it, other than tbaA,, 
afler the candidates have put in 'their se^ef^ij 
claims, the standish is adjudged to Mrs. Macau." .■ 
lay, and all the otli«r ladies arc dismissed n-ftbj,, 
peacock's feathers. ^ ^ ' ,■ ■ 

• ThpM> remsrks shew the critical HCcHl^cy tif >/re.'fcftr- 
ter'jjuitgmctit. Slie wa* certiuDJy igiior:ii(t st tliat' tJntc,' . 
anil ])crIia|)S never knew, thftt i^c Fairy IjUe* anj. teraral of ' 
tki: poeitis, published under tbe name of Mrs.,Wil]i(iiii!th < 
*ci* actual^ writtta by Dr. Johnson. ' ' " 

■.The; 
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' 'iMie bead that is too woak to carry op tbe 
thread of history must be contented with what it 
can gh\n from fin E^ay. So instead of Tacitus, 
i'li^ve taken up the Spectator, which 1 haw not 
voad for so many years, (hat in some parts it is 
entirely new to me. I remember when 1 fii«t 
*ead the«e papet*, vf\tich was wlien I was ex- 
tremely young, 1 was always charmed with Mr, 
Addison's^ and very highly preferred them to 
^r Richard Steele's, tliough at tliat time 1 
should Jiave tiean v<^y much puzzled to explain 
for what reason. Jt gives me great pleasare to. 
iind at this reading, that any improvement in 
judgment serves in this instance only to cwiflm 
the first natuml impreieioQs which botb writers 
made upon my mind. Never surely did ^ge «r 
oOtfntry produoe a finer critic, a more polite 
ach<^r, or a purer and more amiable moralist 
Man Mr. A^ilteon. Had hq been bom on the 
banla of Ilyssus, he would have been a cUsclple 
9t Socrates. 1 know not whether bis geniw 
nilght have reached M the sublime, or the spirit 
of Plata; but he wouM have possessed all the 
gentle virtues and eleganl graces of Xonof^on, 
with tbe adrant^e of a mwe vtviil imagination. 
As he had the bappWie^ (o be the disciple of a 
Master InSnitely superior to the wisest of mortal 
instructors, he excels both bis eoRgeuial miads. 
» His 
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His piety is Hnroixed by error, add .his mdnCt 
without a fault. 

1 had lately a Teiy entertaining and atiimateiEl 
Bccoqot of the Regatta from one ei the Spec* 
tators. It does not, hoTperer, alter' myopivioK.i' 
of the absurdity of Javisbing bo much expenM 
and trouble, and psFade Upon such triiiag s^. 
jects. The magnificence of public show ehotdd 
be appropriated to important ev^ita^ in whichat 
ivottld.8trike theima^oationwUhawdl directed 
admiration and awe. .It i& properiy appb^.iB 
the exhibitions of sovereign authority . in the 
aolemn, trausactionR. of couEtS-ofiudiQatiM^^ '» 
ttte decoration of living merit, and in the last 
honours of departed greatness ; but surely it ii 
most perversely squandered in furnishing an en- 
tertainment fof niaccaroni gentlemen, and cotene 
£ne ladies. Amusement is an idle triiler, by no 
i^eaw entitled to pqn^p aud ^^etiy : decoration* 
but shotild.be, left without, pirepara^n or assifll?'; 
ance to gather for herself, the ro6e«>,jffh>cli; >st)^- 
Kwy happen to find scattered. th)fou^,4iieiW(^j 
of. life. ■- . .- ,.,u r. 

Have you heard of the manoer n» rwhioh^M^- 
Hr— ^ has treated LadyCr-^-dVit^t-trr-,, and i»^ 
not you feel great indignation -tliepcat? : I bave 
not the honor of knowing loady- iCafeUue^.bul. 
have always heard lier^oicnUonedas.a. most. amir 
able. 



ti^, respectable, end delightfirl < character 1^, 
those who do. What a wretch laust'he be ! who- 
could trifle vrith theafPcGtions of such*, wonan^ 
and' exposfe her to the mortffieation of beings the 
flubject of'puUfC conTCi-sation ; nothing! is too. 
bad for hirny and I hc^ he will every where 
meet Wlth^he cOittempt he deserves: 

■ My brother and sister are going to I^is neri 
wfe^'; they mean -to take a sixwerics trip, suit 
is'probfeWethtey ihay go a Mttle further. Adieu, 
my dear fiiend: I bope to hear frdio you sooo. 



LEISTER CLXXXIV: 

"' ' Deal, 7u^ 18, 1775. 

" I'sriotJiB not, my dear friend, haw 

deferred thanking you fbf yonr tWo kind letten 
tai now, had I not been such a poor languid^ 
creatnre' as tobe utiable to h<jd a pen.- My 
spirits are unusually low, but I am determined 
to exert myself, as the ^nly means of gmwtag 
better. I heartfly cengratidate you on the hap*> 
pinesa yon must enjoy.in ^ifiiising plenty, aod 
cheerMness and instniotien' among your tenant* 
and dependents. • i do not' £mI any regret that 
"^ your 
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ypitr tmployftietite «n» rot mor«'Hltt«frioW, Mr 
Boch M would mokg m «cf«4 1» hitt«ry, Tni«. 
Vtrtne w a oiigtity qiH«t (btiic ; i^ gp«nU« Kite 
be still beAeAcwl infliienc«s of g«Q^ lAoMrvii. 
.and warm w» bewnB, wbite tiw fflwiee itnd 
triamphf of ambition flaft^ ^th tfte niactiirf v^ 
lightning, and toex ^U^ tb« bavock of Hi ii»m« 
dation, or a iiorra. - < - 

But. aa much a» I rejotee m tb« ev!«tIeD$* <i| 
jour employirieDta, I wanrA help fMuing tcK» 
great an cxertioo of yoor activt^ ; eo*ri4er t(fw 
much your mind has' been harassed, and tfaoogh 
you cvL dispatch more business. iix (i j^ren time 
than any body 1 ever heard of, yet Irt.me beg of - 
you not to do too much, I had a letter last higlt 
from our Sylph ; she seems to "be' very iiaeaiy 
about Mi^. I^ncock. I hope more than is Bfr> 
cegsary, as upon the whole she it better; 'sh« 
vtyt ;sh0 Uvea like a Carthuuaa in ^ cottage ; bat- 
titftt she (ould lof^e ne, and she longi very 
flaliehta corbmH with you, , ':' 

A thousand tbank» to y«ii, my dwr .^eud, for 
9II tb« kind exprf 8^o9s m yoar letter, I should 
1^ very unwilling to v^e wy Ungus^ e that yov 
dinpptrore ; but wh^ sbMU gratUuic be 4I ail: 
ihooomtent witb to tes^l^optaSectioa ? I cw 
teioly did set mein to nvtiaain thsfMinffm^ely 
tb ft pfdmiary beAMft. jMbkft i» o^y one instane*- 
' ■nmong' 



mi 

Bmoi^g.ta mmy oOien of what, I, owe yOu, snd 
which I'OUKt raadily acluicnvledge> .fr^nt the ip- 
|h9iaae«f your frieridsiup oa th^. happineai of 
{iiiy>li£B, to be worth mucU more than the iiuA 
yon bflve «et . . ; 

. ^ agreo ia< aU ymt lar about Sir E; Stede: J 
yrut. ttcpi^es .'antftzed to find, ia a writer ft(\m 
popular reputation, such a straoge want of cQr- 
JcefliteH, as ofteQ renders his meaning^ obspura^ 
and tometinies totally 'uDtntelligible^ I nevV 
, beard any thing' to the disadvantage of Mr. Ad- 
diBon> ^baracter^ except hU fatal excess in dritijfc- 
m^; which,, considering the unhappinfasofoda-' 
,stitu^ional diffidence . from which he was aeducM 
.iofa it,.l, have always looked on rather, as a 
^pitiable nieakaesa, than a brut^ vlfe. It tef- 
^^iiiJ^ .waa not. enough for Mr. Addie^n !to be 
l^merely not ft bad nian. 1 should not sup^ow, 
.indeed, that he was fornned for actions of eclat ; 
■but i canaot help thinking, that he was posdesaetl 
of all those unambitious and silent virtue^, which 
witl^out .any solkitude to be divulged by iho 
brea^ ctf fame, .quietly wait for their prodamft- 
tivR) ttU the bonnd of the las^.tranip. 

Mrs. Howe mentioned Madame de Beaomont's 

book to tne with approbation, and what yon aay 

of it ^ivet me siill greater cariosity to s^e it. I 

am willing, to. allow you^ that .the FrencU andef- 

T«L. n. V stand 
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MMd hnnlaii nalurfe brttei dun Hm Gng^j 
pibvided-yAu Tvill ^nmt tbat' It itrbeoMMe JthA 
^Mdi are leto ^lotnpUcH], and their banfefiloB 
ifcoiMt than bioii The En^iib. lore Teamoiag 
better than tiiey xlo fact, and are ttnndIf:aMfe 
'Juxunla judgea t^ what fanoum ov^urn oi^t 
ifob&, thanof 'nbattheyard. In tlMnextplwi^ 
aatb^tfauaclcr », i bdieve, vrndi kwdo^Btt- 
4ng and artfal tiiaii that of Ae Frand^ ttMsr And 
idMnndres 1*88 inltf«sted ia the itudy «f « «w- 
xcfufkil application to the foUiM and paa|up8.4)f 
alhen, whioh.ii «e necessary to all aelfish. Tie^ 
To be rare yoa Trfli think Uiat no mortal ci^nr 
wade a more apitefid cobccswhi than I have 
idotM. Hotrevcr, oonBider tiieptwoit, and tell Uie 
-if 1 am in Ibe tnoog. 

' It u not probddy so tDQcfa from our bting lap 
Itoctiirate judges of the satgcctj as ifrom. another 
-raason, that Atduxdson's works ent m<»e a^ninfd 
by the French than among us. To tbe^generalify 
- 1 fif readers, if chafacten are 4v«r, so nataraUy 
'drawn^ tiiey will not appear to h^utt, i£ th^ are 
■^pr^rty drest Fweignen^: wl)« ateni(>t«p- 
. quainted with our -iangnag?^, end Qor «iidacBSi 
u«:vnprejudiiced 1^ Ridmrdson'fi .-defeat; j^^- 
.presflion and m^n^srsf which awi ,90 y«pyi|lril^i^ 
to ouradnss/as-^cinwwid^UQh'Of bis very.great 
merit inother respeiHt. 
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I subscribe t9 your opinion HTCOBtradictioi) to 
Rochefitucault. If " taimeUe,'' without aojr 
ieci{Aacatioa " ^'ftrniti^," yr^s <^ j^}{ ibt ob- 
ject of grief, the histories of every past century* 
woflM famish their readerB'with perpetual sub- 
jecta of lamentattoa. I never read much - of 
Rocbefeucault ; but from aJI I ever did r^.or 
h&a, sarely very few uriteni werehise to pab- 
liah to the wDi4(f, rtkb w-iittle neservo, the nar- 
inw titfotim^ oTr selfish lr«Hrt ■UiA' ihe vt&a 
conceit of Hiperior uaderstanSirtr often readeni 
^eo^e so enamdurMt of (heir owh eysteoi, - that 
■^ey>lo!e aH serisvbUity 4>oth of ite. btmg ^r^Bg 
'.in itielC' and d^;t<acefal'to t^eirofm c^aMtotw. 
Nothing but such an ignorance ef tb^ir effeot en 
the miods of Iheir readers, could render autlibrs 
-fend of 'Closing principfes which discover -ftieita 
'-to 'be unworthy of tb^ estieeni, wbtdi most peb- 
-pie desift, and cf. that kindness which, oa innu- 
<.iner«ble occasions, all people nuiatvrarit ■ ' 
: 'Itiybrother^nd sister etsbarked at Dover en 
■■'Pmrsday, 'before thvecln the momjog-, andgot 
t« -1?tJafe i^at -seven, after a most delightAtl 
\|HUHiEige/ About (tlcveathemarose such a atorm 
■of wind find ^htitfttera* was frightful, iuid-I can- 
! not-be t66tftai»ftrflb«y escaped it, 

'■■'■■■ ^d«arfiri«nd;-ev«ryoim ■ 

'- ■ )■ 8 

L ,l,z<,i:,., Google 



l^ETTEa CLXX25V. , _ ,, 

Dta],Julj/m.i77.i' ■ 

I. AM del%htecl> my dew IHend, tbit 
yoB have at length fixed your time-ftv tearing 
Northambei'landj and stiail be still hairier in 
your arriffd at Tunbrii^e. I am glad you ap- 
prove of my planj a« I hate just determined oil 
^tting out sooner fban I had intended ; but iiot 
i(Rowing how long you might stey, and thinking 
k right to grr^ myself the choice of the ymtefi^ 
uiA, moreover, invited by oar Sylph, and almott 
driven out of tiiis place by Mrs. Underdown tssd 
my other friends ; 1 have fixed on Thupsday Adkt 
. tot my journey. The dear Sylph has c^ered m& 
a lodging, having " a la Ve$^ totcUly fytg6t, 
that she had engaged her' said only spare 'roii^ 
before she left London to pon Mr. VfsiHr. 
I riowever, she has takes one fi»r me in b«r wri^- 
. boarbood, and, except sleep dflsu-tsi to W^f 
. me irith the other non-naturals wta^, I n^tuf-re- 
iquire, so I shall bevith hetvgreat part of diQ 
v4ay> bat design to Invakftist in'my^owQ lodging. 
There ceitaMily will be nocofitest at your airivel. 
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as the Sy]|)h very well knows, ftnd I have re- 
minded her, that my engagement is to you. 
Poor sou] ; she it in a sad taking for fear yotr 
should not come lo Tunbri(%e till^ she is going to 
leave it, es she is engaged to Mrs. Pitt the latter 
eM'<^ Ai^iist. 

Indeed, my dear friend, you must have mis^ 

li^n vrhflt { said ahmit my bsiotb^. who is the 

luodest and lite hfnt of brothers. ; He npv^r 

eKacHtd.any .proovse ficoin .me thfit I w^vlid fiot 

-leave D^; W vnly e^prewed a kind and 4^- 

tioBBte -appmh^Qsion to 9tlu£rs, that I should, be 

lsss,a£ Deal than usufd. J )uiew bftwasto^ 

sbniadj and I 9^ovM have been vej^ uobappy 

iiet.to have speii^ some ttmpe with hioi. first, .And 

. I h(^e to see him . many, many iwedks afior bis 

retuni> .vrJueh I b^eve will be about the tiiae of 

r fny return ftom^ .Tiiobridge. ; . - 

_> Itia^obablethfft the reason you mention may 

;bave-;cotitributed to the sinking of my spirits. •. I 

;-;4p.TQ«t,wilUt^yiindulge any painful reflections, 

aHAK^ mtDdjXhope, is perfectly resigned ; but 

- 4- eamral .sotnetimes hd^ tfai^iug- of my vo-y 

'.gmA -losc,^^ -and feelings a. difference of wbicli 

;fivei;y:objti^iiii ihispbuce ao often reminds. me. 

: B^ Air.bgf: hf^it will, grow Ibbs Btriking. Mj 

• broth^r'a-absence being only I hope a duirt one, 

i» of little eoQsequence ; bat-my pleasure in the 

return 
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r«ui% Ot my 8fet«r Dm^kfr, h «h«clled' bf tl«» 
tRmrgRt thbt ttiif tl tke hst tltn< »F her re^klfcncv 

MI%TJt t)f HfiA^ ifl the mitltil (^ bo md»y 6f my . 
dWA ftmfl^, aoe% t^d^ansd to ai^ )iy« tfRm"' 
sand attentions and Irindnesses, thaf Ie6nn6tiM|ft' 
fieHng this ditftteiiiiod, pvrhdpi a great dealmbre 
ttUri ] Hri£tiy oughti roitnderhi^ bow imh^ 
timSagi I have §fill left ; 1 cAd »illy ny All tiuri 
H i^aUltff^ to l-eflsbn; bbt it w of grtet iim 
jfttftatiiie to dni'g he«l. I nercr ntesfiort tlm tti 
tete^l (adftrsi bAt the rea«>n nfay my frienda art 
iltilj'Hig in« tM&ifi 'a that tny fh'tnda I beljcnl 
•e$ oil thlt, bud tbiflk A c&an^ bf octni BtM6> 
ltit% neetsMnry fbr •im, ^s my head bas bten 
|0i;hi|f snoe «f itii very worst tricks laMly. 

i hid it iettbr last week from lady Dartrey» 
in which she mentioiu having heard that Moit>- 
t^ * w«s tD go abroad -n'Hh yt>a. 1 should taot 
liAve named thib, toi for tite sake of Mliog ycm 
J.kiitmiiot from whom the Uadb^ information 
tot mmt certainly not frdni me. I bad a ietter 
3'(aterday ft-oni my brotber> from I^ris, dated ihk 
hJtf); he and h^ ladies seem v^rywefliinrtBed; 
bat I betreVe wiB not be sorry Vrfwb Ibey ' reCimiv 
TlieysOty abbstH fbrtni^t longer at T«r%, Ml 

■: - j' • Tie- EtIM*e. ■-■;";■ ■■■-r ,. , . 

. - . then 
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then loat sonw of 4he prorincial trmni. AAeOj ■ 
my- dearest flieaid; assure yourself I wUI uae . 
all that portion of exertion the .Almig^y fau 
blessed me with towards recoverlog ny jspiiits. 
and being as well as he will allow me tabe ;'.thU . 
we nay very soon meet is the first wish^of. th«- 

heartof 

EVwyovrs, f 



tETTER CLXXXVI. 

TamiiiiSfptmbtrf9,.l7tS4 ,[ 

■ Tbis letter I hope will find yofl quJeUy 
MtUng in your dressing room i» Hillrstreett . 
When I was wdced yesterday in»ain^ by ii». 
flash oC lightning, and the roar of tbundep, I 
thoBght with greet comfcH-t, that it happened ^t 
aa.boor whe» yon could not tie op the cfNui ^ 1 
had a view of the vrhole f torm^ which ymi to a 
high degree solemn and sublime. In the niklst 
of jt, whilcj all the rest pf the ^misphere WES' 
^.|^<^iQ »Qd.COiif\iB|^ii, the sun j^TQse in..^' 
s^eodouri and for some minntes seemed to lo^ 
out a calm spectatoi; aji th? conflicting demnatft 

He 
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He tlun withdrcpi -dad rmigned tli9 «M9s;to,f)^^ 
tempest *3 which <ontuiaed;£i>r aboat twoJ^ouf^ 
ftfter^ ^nd then ended in wind and raiii.,,M'Jiici^ 
ceased by the time you ' wauU probably fct.pt^ 
on yoar journey, and finished ;in .^.b^gibt^^nd 
aer^e aftern«oni - ^ < ; • 

I hope your chaise returned in Ume fbryq^r 
conveyance to the opriuj);. The day was cbarmr 
ing-, and the road fVom Tunbridge to MsidMoue 
perfectly good, with a rery few »yiDptuin8 pf the 
exceEsive raim -rf the- precedrng-dayar- To be 
sure ttiere never vras any mortal .genUewoiqap, 
otherwise of a quiet dispositi(«w Vfi^o pulls and 
-tu^, and hauls poor oM Time by the forelock, 
as I do, of which I usually find the advantage* 
for by setting out so very early, I hope 1 avoided 
i^y ioccnvenieua ia yen .froip Ijie, conveyance 
j~{>n. werfi ao good afi.-to give tjae.to ,Tui^rld0^;. 
VidL.riKweoveTi •! .was able to,fiaI^ qii, ra^ ffiei^ 
* !;r<6(on,'Wbere.I hadsQiofteab^pp xf ry Jiinij(|Jy 
ijiiltedf,^ Mrs* Qourerie'a ajjo^e /s .,? jf^e^ugjy 
l^BtonU, and.prealiy, anditbft^w i8.g¥efttijj:«p- 

' .*-'1^»jM«u4fiiI,piuJ;higbl}' poetical pass^g^.jiuy rctnind 
-tiw^^<li^!^(.P^^';>,f^^4re^.to the Sub, in the conclusion 
<>f tbe j)Ocm of " Carthon/' " When the wo'rlrl is dark 
with tempetu; when lliuniler rollsani fi"glillll"flg^d^es;■■^oa 
kiokcst in thy frtifftity^fioni th« cloudt, and liugliett at tha 

1 i proved 
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prbved by the " Siirer Mednvgr^'-' W|^l?tA^4*f 
through a very ^roadian. vaUoy,- wrHhin -sight aS 
th(^ window, and i« ornamented Ji^ MrbeftutiM 
iHUe brtdge> | Walked a good: deal f^ut the 
paili^ and breakfasted there. : Mrs. Boaverie waa 
BO good as to send a servant on iMtfi^bftck with 
riieto MaidBtdrte,' wfao was tor,get<,hafpi«- mt to 
tb« ititi, Aat Dr. Pennington's carriage migbt h^ 
reftdya^nstl antred. WA0n^I did airivQ, I 
%as most agrceabiy surprise^ te Aod -Mry. Peof 
nington and MoBtagv waitingfor-ioet wQ.gQt-,t9 
Tunstal^ About ^re« Between Maidstoie ^afid 
^TestoB one of die bonei &11,. wbich fdgibibeved 
-me a good de^; ai he p]uoged.a&d broke aqspe 
of the tackle, frhich.. I tbaiik Gpd, wasi »4 1^ 
wscMef, ftvtbednverwwiiothHrt. ■ ■■,.'}. 
i hope 'to beat Deal ti>«cBTow.; thcDr^Wld 
' Mrs. Pennington taka MoxOago . to b>\w iwst 
'week to' equip hinl ibr his expeditioq, And,^biB 
Week after wiN eend litai to me. that bejmyibo 
ttaAy to&ttendyottvcemcauuUilbr Poven vl am 
coniiniasietKd te expresa. their ntnoat g^-atUude 
for thia, aiid so many instances of your friend- 
^ip, and' vv^ich I can neveF repay iaiany other 
way than by tfidt sincere attachment and aSec- 
Mon, by. which I am, my dearest friend, 

.■■...-■.....■. , -YoiKs &c. . , . '. 
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tfeTTER CLXXXVU, 

Deal, Oeteh^ 8, 1775. ' 

Wf dear friend, I am no CBdipu*; and after • . 
«QrM<rf pMfMiidatndy of nj own, and caUng; 
id- the aaMtlMe ti mf brother, \ stiB naoin in 
absalnta fgnomieeof you wng'^ >Drpiaactiptim«, 
«r wkatoMr ^ectoi of coE^MMitioii. it najr fac^ 
. aad omit qoieUy wt ^ yoa give me bd ex^ 
MtiSD-of' iL- . '.' . > ' . . >■ 

- 1 am sorry yos'Sie 4iMt|ip(^Dl«d o£' juMir liouab 
at MontsubaB.; fov thoflgfa pn)fe>aUy,^«:nigfal> 
Matt witbnenjr howes and maay towais liwl nay 
<«k yoD. jtt8t as 'W^ .yet during a 1oq|; JQumejTj : 
It^ts^^tMiaotiO^k fooTTanl to^^frdetfeEi^oed- 
^oe^ TEstt bat tfaifcpiahaJbty joumaybe aWa; 
to a«coinpli«h by masM-of wnae of yenriiicadsjM.' 
iteic. iaMnry glad you have, in som&idagM^, 
find your, tiiaa «f. sottipg^ odt, as wiuteir, feon.^ 
ivtodi'yoa wild}, to^ fry, ifl &sta(>proBoh«if^jJtiWki" 
Ocwisa i^a^^^ar.iv B-;-^ has taleaicff onajof^ 
the diffieuiUn ia yvor^dloice ofi aae^mry ^y.ni'. 
sunring your tenon, frf^th^ fonnidabla incntife' 
Bise. X b^n tdi be'direry impatient ibn^win: 
bein|f 
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bdi^ Bet dirt, in tx^pes this fifie leaMii may hat 
ta the end «f Jonr jomfney. 

Mra. Vesey ^ .not veotion Ihe. Methodist 
preacher to me. I snppoee, from the message 
elf the KdIicQ[>' of NcffWichj bis abuse mwC 
hdve been pretty outrageous. You say Sir S. 
S.*&fc«fa : sat m^ gmt satisfection- to see the 
pfctata tiKMocd. If some pert lawyer, in tins 
<oarte of bis pleadiag;^ had pdted ^e ooff, as 
fiiK M^oditt did th& luitn, and bestoared.v 
pIntifU ^abaie upwi chaMeBiM^ ehi^juilieca, 
add' obiaf baftMU^ wtnld Sir 9. S— ^^ hsv* 
th^^M f^DCb « ptxKcedkig qmle decent «r«taH 
to the purpose of the cautep Indeed oneioan 
MHKdy thinlrit pMMbte tlMt vtien Sir 8. S'-^^ 
pncared the palph, be ^Hnld have giunedtli*' 
Mbject of his preaeha's diteoarte} bat ion tiw 
H^r fabnd, it is larely of same con^equentx to 
bis own faD*Dr, thai be sboold (MUidy .faave cx" . 
prew bis diBa^pt«tetimt of (be mtniatnma -latt 
tint mm made pf bia palrooage. 

lamiHMb ofaHgedto yea ftr Sir 3. BUioffe 
fanKt, wfaiofa 1 think Vety g6od, and M a verf 
orifiaal tMm. The " Bareatn of the. Lo&vre 
PoNa/' ia dfllightfal. I fongto re«dy«vr€((KM« 
HmkiMry of Smmatk, vaien it it in ' Laliii, to 
friicb 1 baVe antipathy itieurlyas ^troitj^Tat aoHi 
fiAs: ImiB ta Oi sai. . X afaoald be ■nniiBinig- 1»- 
declare 
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d«c1are Aw |mUt<%, u it might pass- fimaffecU^' 
tion ; but I hope it may, in spme degsee, contri- 
biite to make ay peace with you, that aa arrant a 
Gotb aa I am in other respt^cts, I can read tione 
i»i claisical'Latin. I have finished Tacitus, and 
have now begaa Davila, in .which I hare made 
bnl a small pragresa. ISiy head has been upset 
byaamall room and a larger fire, and several 
pei^le in it, (meaijing in the room, not the fice,) 
bat 1 am better torday. 1 have hitherto found 
Davila less doU than any of tbeltalUm hi^riaoff 
with whom I am acquainted,, and he hwi a pec- 
i^cuit^ wbk:h is very pleasing ; but. he. has thp 
jiuilt, whibb bebngs to all writers of his nariog, 
that of .being extremely circamfitantial. in. p<nutar 
abottl which most ceadera are. very indiiBWentj 
and very succinct where one wqutdAvish.hiipto 

.enjarge. Yoa needniot ask my pardon.for, ^ixy 

jitevNaent mention of Minerva in the Ajax lof 
S^bodes, fiar you cannot.think her more detes- 

. table than I da All that one can. say .i^ J^ai she 
was.ai preceptress worthy of fucb a pt^k .?ut 

-tiie .Greek writers l^ithfuUy copied iULtvi^,Wch 
as they found it in the dispositions and manners 
of theiirconntrymen,; that is-crjiQliand-t^«ache> 

■nnu: ta a degree khaditD^ to ■ all - vbose^ fwsnoAs 
have bean softened io humanity by %etter'ita- 

'BtriRtion and a .happier s(ate ctf' things. v^^ 

_■■ ■ ' that 
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Ihat instrucikm has prodiic6d *. - They had no 
other modd for the characters of the popular 
gods than what was derived Ooin imprafect man^ 
.and consequently they are represented with jdst 
the same weaknesses and passions. I have this 
afternoon been reading part of the AndromAche 
of Euripides, where Menelaus appears such h. 
monster of unfeeling cruelty, and contemptible ■ 
cunning that I had scarcely patience to finish the 
scene. Amongst a people who carried every 
passion to such a wild e&cess, 'witli What an as- 
tonishing superiority of virtue and gentleness of 
hiimanity appeal tlie philosophers of the Socratic 
I school; 

: I have been reading Racine, and endeavoifriii^ 
to admire him more than I formerly did. Howl 
niAy improve as I go on, I know not ; but if you 
/beat me for it, I cannot help thinking tlntt- Pyr- 
rhus and Alcxftnder make love " en petit 'mat- . 
tres," and one should never guess sriio they were, 
if their names were 'not set to the-pictof^. {('Is 
said, 1 think, that Racine has drawn all iris ch&- 
ractHB such as they were; but to me fte greatest 

* 5«c tbiri {dct cKpandel end tit'ekii, to be -welMcnin^eJ, 
fcy A«liteM(tB«ent.Bi.b(jp; fonew, in a pampUeipvib- 
lUhsd in iao6, the tjtlc t>f which is " The beoelicial Efh^a 
of Chrigtianicy un the temporal Concerns of Mankindt-gr^rcd 
■ ftom HiUory and from Facts." ' ' ■ 

part 
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part of his haves atid terMHes ftfpear to -hk 
men marptiaes et comtesse*. ■ I am net yet g<tt 
to the AAaKe uid Esthu', wfakh perhaps way 
•please me better. <Jiood n^;ht,-«iy very (lew 
•irieml ; may yewr de^ be calm, andyourwakh^ 
vax^ as I wish yon. 



LETTER CJUXXXVIIJ. 

Deal, Octdiern, 1775. 

It gricTCs me,' my dearest fiiiend, -to 
^atA yvoK ceoewsry uUaace so ilocriy, and ^ it 
Jsttot vexyBiupdiziiig;thatthe'itdk-«houldte42atr 
tin recovwing, at a time when4he vaort beiyiby 
-■aieeidmmng; all our family faave'been-attaAfld 

by the flame infloeaza you had; my broUier is 
,4Wy bad, and so it poor Monta^, wiw Kofly 
;:focars .ifaiB disfippoiAtBwnt ^better ih^ could be 
-capacted .from :a bo^ 'ot bis ia^, .and -comfints 
.Mnw^f Kith the hope (bat yt^-wiH ac«t amBoier 

go to Rome, aod that he shall have (he delist 
ji( crosnng the AifB, as Hantiibal did. 

There has been gre^t uiischief done lately by 

the dreadfiil. stormy. .-, A shj^) . b«»n.d .to Jjajwifia, 

nith thirty pus^nger^ en, t>oprd> i^mt SttiikmiUKtt 
tmible 
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(eared ftU oa boanl pemhtd^ as. the laa nniaB 
U^i, no boMi coaid-*Ktiture.tethsiii. A->Ctatch 
Sott-JndiamtB iras -yeat«iiay ilostonAheiHiBK 
jqnot. birt die -vreatha being imre inodrrate, oar 
-Deal men snred all the .peDide. ' 

Some pasBengers who kttely landn! ftKXe fism 
fioston, game a faimentaUe accoant of the situo 
turn af ^e poor people there. Thejr^Kcttlpatml 
C^eral G^e £rom aoy tdame^. ftnd siiBnn«d that 
-he had dene all that vas in hispawoer. A lady 
4dl this omnparay, nas in m> groA a Jiairj to &Ut 
^henelf upon.Engli^gramnd,thBt;ai apaams^ 
jh^jiCBine^into tbe DxHrns^the ■reatisediotoa 
.dnat in 'SD muglt a sea, ^thxt iseveral Tcfctaed to 
-^Uknv her reuun^e. One «an oBily imagine 
/hmr .InuH^mrted :the pour vranlaa HMDt ^e, at 
iibemit; perfisctl^assamd^e 3«»s ont'of the reaeb 
•M -itet w^ohad^coiintry. Mr. iibsfj Ae ; Jud^ 
'iAaftmBate «C Quebec, W aeiit hMbe :h» leaatt 
valwl^ effects, mA .prcHuakiy would JK gfed if 
.^ coaldidiapeiiae with lbe;potdtia( hoaar ^vhidti 
spieTentd has acrcoiAfiaiiyiRg^beiA. Dwl yourtMid 
i^r. Petifi's esaminatiaQ, ond^itasihot one^f fais 
answers v«*'y'>ciirioB»: ^' 9?hat- (fee- v^tnencMu 
' were' oottteiit -to aninnit 'wUIe ^tbeyfoundaio m- 
iconscdienoe &0]n it^' .Are -tiwre any iawa by 
''viudi;4he:{»eopIe of <any xomtiiBnaty wiialfiver do 
, not 
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not anftr aooie inctmWBtnuM w other, aM it tUft 
ft natoQ for Uinwin|' ^ Mieir avlhonty ? 

Tb« traman wnl hu iiidead ntny ^kindt of 
ensteiuw, bot they an dl wisely «ccamin6datai 
to the various Hrants of ite cwapliKaleil n^on^ 
and the cure of its raoral diwrdin. Ilie in- 
f^iflcant occupations of Talgtr lift, however 
diepropnrtioned they may appear to the elaratin 
of our intelleotGal fhcaltiesj are a necessary di»- 
cipline to the irregnlarity of onr passioiu, and 
to the perrersenesi of oar will. The sm^l par- 
■ticakra which make ap our sum oS general en»- 
-(joyment, form a talk adapted to our rawal 
fi^cnesB, and a Ichwd of hamility to our pride. 
Ther exercises which we are so aptto^e^ise,' ae 
rinferlor to <mr powers,^ may become the fixinda^ 
ticn of oar notdest tn^rovementa, whea they are 
performed from that princi^- of duty, which 
cooftrs in^wrtance on the most ineoBsideeable 
objects, anddignityan the smalleftt cncmBsiaBCas 
of unilhistrioas action. The ^nk-it nu^ h^tm- 
hausted and the indination crossed by -an nnptt*- 
sant routine of bosiness, b«t the ' soal is nevo' 
debased by its Mention to the lowest tasks which 
' property arise from the situation assigned by Pro- 
' Tidence. It kwes its dignity only frcHn the in- 
dulgencies erf" wrong. tendencies aud the frivolous 
pui'stuts of TflteBtery follies. Ai)d sOj my dear 
, friend. 
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li^Rclj- however .tnmUeioaie ail these letters &n4 
P4pen mvy be about jrour- ooalTiiiinBs, heed it 
not, it,'is a fvct of jojiz duty that nniit be done ; 
ronLjftlat me entreat yon not to do too orach, and 
yrfnta-no mcHre tbBa.y4>u can help. 
.„I: Iftely «et with Lady M. W. Montagu's 
^Letters, Aey luve certainly mt, kbowledge, and 
.dwervnttoii ; hutthne is such a defect of deli- 
cacy and of sentiment, that one could never wish 
•oeh a writer either for a oompanion or a friend. 
You frill think I have found an admirable con- 
trast for Lady Mary, in setting- myself down in 
sober swlness to read Guiccardini ; protobly it 
may require all my reverence for history to eaaUe 
ihe to get to the end of such a volume. If 1 was 
a J^pist, yon would think I had been enjoined 
my present set of studies by way of penance, 
as Lucan is another of my authors whom I have 
(rften begun to no- purpose, but am now deter- 
mined to go through, though it seems to me 
siH^ a kind of task as swallowing hard dumplings. 
All this solid diet w somewhat lightened by Phi- 
larch's Apophthegms, which are ti^rably amusing ; 
and yet with all due veneration fW the wisdom of 
antiquity, one half at least of these notabfe 
sayings of the sages and heroes of Greece and 
Rome might have been as well forgot as remem- 
bered; and a poor modern writer who should 
TOL. II. Z mak^ 
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Snakt stic'h ft coHertioh VrtmWftcverlifeY^a. " 'Art 
'fill' oTgects nre -rfia^'flcfl by flic piers|)«itW! 
'tlirongti Whidi "ffe take aviewfif anliqirity. 

•What a Strange bttstle i^obi Mr.'S — ^y !rt«ifi« 
of* plolfl and conspiracies, they make onfe shirtMer. 
t talked to-iltfy with a ptirson tv\to feiows R-j — y 
and says he has a rery bad cha(W!tcr, ftnA % 
hetfrd the same acconnt oT tim afte^^-ards/fiiDttt 
ari6lher ■person. AiKfcu, liny dearfriendj let tnte 
•very S(ft)n have jtist six lines to saj' yonr'bedtb 
tncii&, Ifhaf "fFilt b« quite enough for your tndy 
ttffetftichiate, &c 



. . LETTER CLXJCXIX. 

Dca\, OcH,0er 31, i775. 

' ■ 'TiioffJH I u-iehyoH, 'niy dwirest'friend^p 
'in a 'niofe qnirt situation ; yet as you ur^'preUy 
■ ^ye)\, t apprbVe ef your Bcfieifte of tMBiplBtifig' 
" your'bti»;iness now it is €n -train ;fiW[k'OSyotr 
'passing- a fi'tF-fflorfe unpl^ttiirt ,Weeks,'-in the 
'hope-that ttiey WiH-Merript yoa froM nuchitt re* 
'-petition of harry atidffltigne: ' ' 

■ SiivfUy yoarirfformafion-HniSlbe'ylglit'rtfsome 
-secrf't reason- ftrf eoiffiwipg Afa. S— i**-, botidfca 
I- - . -that 
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fUtt ^stntBge •wild- accjis^tioiL ; R is weH 

faieivn in tbi^i neig'bbaui:bqQd. A gentleman not 
very &r &om lience, had treated him very kindly, 
imdlenthiin ^noney to pucchase a commiBsion. 
-He repaid tife ifaror by an arran^&nent with hit 
«rifi^ As «n Snglish esqaire does not take to 
- this Cbwtei^iield syjitem quite so peaceably, as a 
French -marquis, the husband threw him into 
ftrisen, for the motiey he had lent him. He was 
imteaaed by an act of insolvency, and how,bt 
^olttuned his present employment J know not. i 
am glad to hear Mr. S— — - is. bailed on .such 
jnolente secotity, not that I ara at all ioteocited 
-about the pMrtots of these days ; bnt 1 hoye it is 
a symptom that the whole will vanish without 
jnvy (tlot, real or .pretended. In dtber case, it 
.BCusoelyBver happeds bnt numbers of innocent 
people, in some way or other, beocmie sufferers. 
Vy what 1 .havA seen of Dr. Brown's wrttiogs, 

■ bcra^aBi)edt<>i»ie.to ^harre ctuiaidanUe tnkbts, 
wad to have appfied them Jto the secvice of virtue^ 
• vttii tiiink, h^'VKas by D» means i^ardedin the 
.naiii^K whiich. hia.raarit aa.an author, desecred. 
' The world, which duttrs ^reat leaity to opeitaDd 

" piwfllgBie.vidiedK«Sii, ;never ^ives a &vor^Ie 
turn to a doabt&l conduct. lYdkes and Gbvrch^l 
'.were, read and admued, ibr what-reason no un- 

■ prejudiced peMin eaa-guew, uniess tbattbey pqn 
■■■ ' zg «!1 
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all lengths of a party; Dr. Brwu vnaiibtmA 
ftnd n^Iectedj princtpfllly, I imagine, l)«e&lln'' 
he found the.meaaares and persona vritdm- be bad ■ 
too hastily approved, lesa deserving; thoa he had '. 
tltoa^ht them. I think it is very pra^MUc: thnt 
the cruel Barcasms which were so o£ten thronnL 
outagttiiiBt him in the papen, might exastteuat^ 
the-sufierings of a distemperad mind, aiulidroVe - 
hia disorder to its last terrible violeaee. It plaiidy 
appears by his lelAer to^Dr. Lowth, thaA.he vma ■• 
extnemely sensible te.-tlie'treatinent!wfaich be hmi : 
rcceiviTfl frttm the> world. - >. 

I. am obliged to yoti fee the 'piotuie jiou hxm 
sent me of the' rniiw «f the abb<^. Thfcgns- 
tesqne'%area-are a strange: absaniity toiGemaion. 
tenae,. but .1 behew^very frequent in aU <«ar '• 
ancient. btnldingBi. On the «lii aitar*pfo«e.'of i 
Canterbury- oathedial'are several <lilll«<paihaing8'.' 
taken from ■ (he . History t^ ■ Reynard- the ^4}X, ' 
wlueh, bowever it is aow^ degraded to 9itmt^e-- 
penny duodecimo in ai^heefy-skin'^OTdri h\axfti ■ 
seen jn aTenerable4blaick-4etter'ip]kTl»ii " I iw«i. ■. 
it is ill for oarfepvtaliffa ■ in ihebHi^s^i^gt; 
if. it.dependa;(m the ment^allow^'to. SteluHp^tiP > 
;by fareigners. . At leaitt, L^n>-^>ei:suaded"MN4i'- 
: every : elucidation that' can '%Q''$hV6Mi'«n bhb, 
i'lom the ^t«st comtnetttaMs, ^is Mtevlf;<m^ 
.ptsstbte 'Iha4.:he cao-;ei^ 'ho"W^' iifid^ntood, 
'. _ except 
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escaptby a native df Great Britain. Oneseea. 
eveQ by VoUairej who is more capablej I sapposej 
than most foreigii«^ of penetratia^ his meaning', 
how wiietobetUy hc-h*s been misinlerpr^«d. I 
hajK been told that Voltaire has been iagenuous 
eDov^ to own that he has mistaiien hia sense. 
J pcrfisctly agree witii yon that the dramatic art 
isiilundetstood. One of the best things in Mr. 
Johnson's' Preliuce, 1 think, is confuting the non- 
seiwe which critics talk about Ume and place. 1 
hkte lately gone throagh ie^%ral volumes of fait 
Shakespear ; he discovers his own sin^larity c^ 
manner in the cool ' severity and contempt with 
which be usaajly treaA the comments of othei^,' ' 
and in ' Ae' unasauming carelessness and' indif- 
ference with which he proposes bis own. In this 
I'nm persuaded he ie perfectly unoffected, for he 
bt9 no vanity, and- 1 beheve there never was a 
hmnaii mind more totally regardless of censure 
or applause. . This renders him the more ex- 
cusable for the li^le teaderncss which be has 
shown for the wetness of others in this respect 
Yet^e is.not totqlly free from blaiae. Though 
be could iM>t judgeof'the effect of his criticisms, 
from bip otyn fe«lings, a knowledge of mankind 
might have taught him. that people whose minds 
are not of - thaeame ioqienetrable firmness as his 
Qym, 9iay. suSfir much stronger p(un than ought 

to 
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to be inffirted on mere 1>armle9sl4dndcl4A^'tiiM|' 
fo!Iy, "hy Imving- tlie instances exposed with'tertch ' 

uiiniiii^fed severity. 

Did you ever meet uith a Trciitlse Dn'Arti->' 
flcial Memory? I never looked into it till thc^ 
other day, wUich I regret, for it ts Vety dever, 
and I stiouM think, particularly useful to jotin^- 
people. It is writ by Dr. Gray. I have JBsi 
set about reading & book of another kind, wSSi 
\fhich I am much delighted. It is Ahbaibt^ 
" Traill de la Verity de ta Religion Chrdti^mae.*^ 
It appears to me a very noble vrork, and in $6^ 
parts writ in quite an original way. 

My heait thanks you for admitting me for tile 
companion of your solitude in your projected 
jouriley Jo Sandleford. Tliat this scheme is a 
mere ca.stle in the air, makes very little dif- 
ference in my pleasure. Any picture that fi^- 
nishes agreeable reveries to the imagin«tlonV is » 
vMuable reality, though it may never prbveh 
matter of fact It was the maxim of an ancient 
philosopher, that it is " mind alone tdat sees and 
hears," and wonderful indeed is its magic power, 
which can equally give life and energy to id^I 
forms arid annihilate (he objects of exteriitd 
sense. Even such solid bodies as the city 6ride 
and the glittering Jewess, for Instance, to rtie 
■ were absolute non-entities, and therefore you are 
% not 
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ntH te woudcF that your mention of then^ should 
in no degree alter my inttextble partiality for 
Tunbridge. The only effectual argument to 
prevent piy forming auy fctCQUg; >j:isjics tQ see it 
agmin, is from the rec<>llection of the happiness I 
enjoyed while X was thefe : tbU sounds strangely 
paradoxical] but I tlihtk it has its foundation in 
th^;n^t^?e pf thipg?, qr at least in my own feel- 
iiiffs. In a usual and familiar residence, one 
t^e? that mixture of pleasure and vexation 
which makes up the general portion of life, 
withoi|t forming any very sanguine hopes, of 
feeling dny very severe disappointments. The 
akeratlons shift in too quick succession to leave 
the mind at leisure for the aseociadon of good or 
ievil, with any particular circumstances of place. 
The case is very different with regard to an un- 
accustomed situation. Whenever this happens 
to recur, accompanied always by a train ^f 
pleasing reflections, the combination between in* 
ternal happiness and external scenery is so 
. strongly formed,, that the heart must feel a very 
painful convulsion from their separation ; and in 
a world like this, how little reason is there to 
promise one>. self, that s^ch a sepaxation w^ll 
not be the coDsequence of another trial. " Si 
je ne me qomprende pas, je me divine;" if my 
meaning 
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meawDif it «ot deu*, I biteve it 13 haweiF«r. 
very prc^bund. Adlen, my dear fiaend. 



LETTER CXC. 

Youft last letter made me much hap- 
pier, my dear friend, than any 1 have receive4 
from you since we parted at Canterhury. , But 
do .not presume too much on this amaidipeDt« 
It grieves me to find this bint is not unnecessaryj 
as you have already began to exhaust yourself . 
Tfith compai\y. That society, to a certain deg];ee, 
is good for your health and spirits, 1 believe, but 
it should be under strict regulations. If you 
would make it a part of your invitation to dinner, 
that all the people arc to go away &t s^ven 
o'clock, or that if they slay Ipngpr, you would 
retire, all wpuld be well ; but if you ex^au^t 

• Thert sMmi to be little reason for this doubt ; and it 
may with more probability be the opinion «f the reaiTer, from 
tb» and otber tinilar passa^a, that Ma. Carter had a peca- 
liarly hap)>y taleat in analyzisg bttfiMln^si and eWplaitaing 
(He diflbicQt tovrces from wbcHCe tlwy.vrMe, . 

your 
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youf rfltnagtii and aparibLba t^bnt, yaa- bad bettu 
have travelled )«ai) Uraonad ailes, and besi-out 
of their reach. Let me prescribe the advice 
contained in a story. I, heard in my nursery. 
" Be bold, but not too bold." Do not you think 
it might tend very much to the .qyiiet and good 
order of these nations, if many of the speakers in 
both Hoasei, Iwd such health as you and I have i 
I do not by this in any degree propose to make 
an exchange, as it is by no means dear whether 
it would do any good to ourselves or the world, if 
we had su'&h health and strength as they have. 

I \Tas yesterday reading Johnson's Harry the 
Fifth. I wish you wouldsee what he says on the 
subject of the French coortahip, in vAich he 
appears to me io be perfectly right. That scene 
has always struck me as very uncharacteristic. 
In looking over the several commentators whom 
Mr. Johnson has quoted, one . is amazed to see 
how they sometimes perplexed themselves about 
a very plain meaning. I have, in ray book, 
taken notice of some passages which seemed tu 
mc the most ramarkable. 

As for Ari&totle, I have deference enough, far 
the judgment of others, who luiderstand him 
better, to treat him wiUi reject, and to suppose 
that my want of d|ie admif^tion is an effect of 
my ignorance. I b&ve hear(} him extolled for 
precision 
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prcfiMott «ni -cteftpnenj «» nw he afi^ewi. 
mbbed, perplexed, asd dtocwv. One thing. 
hon-cver, I will venture t» proiiounee, front that- 
oluerTattoa whicli every body wJw akinfas is ca* 
pnUc of making, tUat no person can he a ^eod 
critic in poetry, who has neither imagiimtion 
nor feeing; tvro eifoumstancef ih which 'tttO' 
respectable cotaposHieii of Amto^ ii more 
deficient, than that of almost any aathor I 
ever read. He miglit, for any tiling I know,- 
design veryjiBlly, but nothing U so tedious, and; 
so duU, as unanimated and uncoloured sensej 
From a defect of aentimeat his Ethics are at' least 
as imperfect as his Poetics. Virtue wiU ncvor ba 
tanght from the conclusions of mere logical prin- 
ciples. It rc^;iect9 the wMe of the human coio^ 
position ; and to eveiy power af the human conw 
position ought all the precepts which recomnvend 
H to be addrest, or they will be much too cold 
and unaffecting to sudoa ^oy irapresaiou, Yov 
may be assured that I perfectly agree to youo cri* 
tieisms on Gorneille. , t 

I lately made a visit to Lady 0.-ttudep ^,: iintl it, 
gave me a real j^eaaure to see tiu« very respect- 

* Wiiiow of Sir George Oxentltii, Bart, aiij grand mollier 
of tbi- pivscnt Sir Henry. She was a co-heitcss, Wlh tRe 
tiucluss of Manclictiler, of llie rHiiifly o( Duticli^. of Little 
Witlenliam, Be*:*. 

able. 
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, M0, fOiMMbfWid imU^ gDad'-HOJnan, lodd«f,- 
at Mventy-three with so muctt kecrlthj aa senak im-> 
promise her still some years of comfortable free- 
dom from all the infirouliea of old age. She 
9eems to tajoy the fuBest reward this world can 
give her, of that exact tem|>eraa«e} that absolute 
freedom from every turbulent passion, and tl&t 
unruffled sweetness of tetnper, which she has lO 
remarkably preserved durinff the whole of her 
ISe. Time serasa to hbve tdken nothing from 
her, but a fine fttce, <tf which iMwever iie, baft 
kdt sDB^ vdrj visible remains ; and the bead-ad^ 
iiy which sbewa^ a very gicat'eufferer ia hex. 
yonth. ' 

Ooty think what a remedy I foulid yesterday 
fttr i xtry achffig-head, in a visit I made. Tba 
Mistresr of the honiie talked very louc^ the parrot 
Screamed, the Iap'dt>g harked, tbe child cried, aD4 
th6 mdid, to' quiet dll tliese disecH'dant souodt^ 
blew a hokrit ' And' nil thi» tintanmrv^ i» a room 
no Uig^r then a closet, where I feuedlwaa 
*' doomed to pass the afternoon ; ' but ht^ily, aStac 
I bad been w^iH' stunned, we a«^our»ed Ui another 
room,'arid tomy great oomfort \^ the parrol, 
the dog, the ehild, the maid and her born behind. 
i hope isooa-to hear,, my direst friend, that ypu 
))car ttie fiU^tie ^i coispwy better than 1 Uiink 

ym 
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'yoB can; and that g^ood; new* .wiUverjf jiliicfaL^u^U 

■■'•-■.- -I 



LETTER CXCr. 

beat, DnnAcr 11, T?7i. ' 



Mav you have slept every night «inceiXL 
receiTed your letter, my dearest friend, aa y*u. 
did b^re ! I hope your n^hew and Mi«i Gren 
gory willhave this dreadful influenza asali^tly.. 
as you can wish; here it has raged dreadfaUy^'^ 
not only on shore, but even in tim sbipa iv.tbe 
Downs. The captain of a manrof-war t(dd nut' - 
the other day he had but ten mefi capable loC '. 
doing any duty. Ha^ipy would it have:been|u»i. 
two of those who were well, had they like: ^e.l 
rest been confined to their hammoclts' by tbe<idH'<: 
fluenza, Tfaey qnarrdled, and one itabbed'thft" 
otfaer to the heart. The murdeMristia'iitons/ ■! 
and prgibably will soon meet the ftte-heitoo AeU^i 
deserves. T%e poor man wln> was IdiHsd, w^'- 
brought on shore to be buried, and he was pat 
into a hole " sans autre forme de proces." This 
^U do him no manaer of harin ; b)it is it not a 
* . -Strange 
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atrahge misHncy tiiat in tbat state wher^ a^ arc 
equal, there should be any distinction made * ? 
Jt seems the mdre hard that the poor sailors should 
be deprived^ Aeeomfflon rites (tf burid, as paft 
of. their pay is deducted for the provision of a 
jChaplain. Little at this eoromDay imports tiie 
deadj it strongly affects the living, and our laws 
accosdtfigly epdeavour to guard a^inst some 
:crimes, by m^ug the omission a part of the 

r 1 very sincerely feel y<Air kind aolicitude about 
■ttrf htaikJA, ha% I assure you I bid much as vraal. 

I egT«!e MT^h ybu efatirely, in the rest^ution of. 
Jteeping out of the easy chair as long as I possibly 

can held my head up; and am often happy in 
-the thought, how little the many pleasing amusc^ 

ments of':my life, have ever depended-upon the 

fleeting season ofyouth. Yet certainly, however 
. little aheratiot) the train of one's ideas might : 

fiufier from the approach of age, the more ycara 
.one ha^'Jived, the leasreasonthsre-isfw fpnning - 

liny distant -sobcaaes, ettber ofotine or ylaoe. 
. Dealfa raay'feasily call one home frva a morning'- 

wvUis bittitsaciQB'tonie'quiteeQ afihir, ferbtm 

* This indcci'ncy at lenst lias long ceased to exist ; and 
Bailors 'brought un sliore for that purpose,' ttre burled with 
AS muib'ftttefi'litih^o tlieprbp'rtely clu^ tiy a feligidnStei'e- ' 
, viWjk'K 'nHtWPved 00 any otbe'vaok of tli« cunmmutjr.t 

to 
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to hasl <Mtt «vdr aed tanddaad fr»in VcniiU or :^eM 
.Roiike>. . ' ■, . 

. >i)lime DOt.Mcp M«MieurI>!AlMAwrliSB^biMk, 
list nottifaaartilirJMn ifich jGrnt dim^nfaMini 
«f <ho flcheiM of It.' 'TheM plrilMo^ctd »o*d 
'Wf^iiERis fMommuutati ftimirabte; «oltom€f-of''0on- 
^ftiet'fcr yoting wotnMt, and sucli, nS doubt, as 
WriM rfjoicetbeirlfeapis, ifthey-fo«n4k'pan«ie4 
'%5 their -own-8Hit(H(sor«la«glil^ ^ Sucb wrJUt^ 
from such authors are excessively -iiMcbMmMM. 
I' itkve '«ftcn boctt nhock«d 4a fiti^, Jtitmt one 
MAi<ce4yever met U^itU a girh-whodid HoC^vdft- 
«iit reserve, dcfeiid arril appteud Rosssetfu'-s 
#ulia. D'AIcmbert te, I thmk, one of th« Gih 
«y(4op«dian vn-iterB. It is no wonder thxt thoai, 
Yvfao eii^avovr to destroy aH the original princi- 
ples of virtue, shoiiM confound the distinctions, 
and subvert the order of society. 

By this time 1 suppose Mr. W may lavr- 

fuMy Iwry fte poor D of G . Do yoq 

«f^ read tho .stcan^, >wiiA sptec^ of the pa- 
^Holsi' I am not a. coartiw^.lMt { ^aimel tite^ 
thinking, in itdie «pu-it-of•itllpiHrtialityll'tSMt>Bot- 
w4th8taadiog'aU'tbe<awes4>f■oompk^a|t/ -we-are 
upon Die whole in faettpr faandsj Ihan if ^we vrere 
given up to the oppositioa. I rejoice, da. Jiear 
4h»(:-8(> evHneiit.and goai a man wtlie. fiiriu)^ 
of Briit^ is lik^ 4o<eD9in a»vai'timeti<Kigfr an 
> ' the 
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chftiacten.. I jiope oin: deer, friends m.BoIbm 
Aott aw writ, Iqaitein^ for 'the tirae-wben we 
sMIall meet in tlie dekctahle blue i»oia; siwiy 
■Aw YMielL8.)n<lTt)iiai9d.l sball ,be wUb you. 
■ ' Swe«tJUKb)r£.ri)UManleayes tUis neij^hl^vrbood 
-tv^omew^ fitie travels to town In the same i^eh 
iwHh^ei'jfive'CftUdiciiaBdllieir Burse; iis nottbis, ' 
an'tbcseeur dqyBj rcfy esempJary fora-MaJxhio- 
jHsa; Indeed^e wall deserves aJi the piaisettmt 
• -is giiran Jbw, tad tine aGEection of all tfaqae nho 
-jiBve the bonoD to be acquiuiUod with her. , Good 
.wiglrt^.Bty -dearest firieod. 



3LETTER CXCII. 

Deal, Eermifr 31, 1775. 

; .< ' I '¥ou camt^ Ihmk, my dearest friend, 
^4ndffp«»isMt «f my own particular interest in it, 
^Vhe-deligbt-fridi nitich I read tbe account of tliat 
itmeBc4i«ttfyevcniiig-iny«irdres8ing-j:oom. There 
U Kometfainf iDdeed peculiai^y soothing ia the 
'. ^«i«t-that is or^oyedi while all the world Xhat is 
.^boiit OM is HI a bnstle. While I was -ha|tpy in 
[jBurjEHrsKntreBectioBB om .thft.agitations) of the 
world. 
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\witA6, I Cduld bare shaddered to Ainlc tcm iIm 
dan^rs yoa liave escaped, in not being esriy 
placed in the situation which you descnbe.- Who 
can guess in stich (^ircumstantes fHiat might hare 
been the consequences of ambition,'" when ao>- 
tnatdd by a genius so vivid, and assisted \iy fiieul- 
tleB so various and extensive f Every wrotig prkif- 
cipleis the most dreadftilly tniBchiermis in 'the 
greatest understandings, and poisons ftcqaire the 
most fetal strength from the brightest min-beams. 
It will seem very absurd, while I am supposing 
three or four kingdoms thromi absolutely' off the 
hinges, to find room to mention so inwgmficant 
an individual as myself; yet far the life of me, 
I cannot help thinking what I must have lost^ 
if for my good, as well as yours, and that of the 
said three or- four kingdoms, this gallant spirit 
had not been happily checked. ' It is quite im- 
possible we ever could have been friends. Under 
the influence of aucU a disposition you would no 
more have thought of loving me; tHCn of loving 
a sprig of balm or' lavender; aind'I Mioultt qo 
more have dreamed of-loriag yon, thari of lovir^ 
a blazing comet. FroAi any thing that appears 
at present, you do not %eim to-be in the least 
danger of ever incurring the evil of an " ilUtimed 
■ " activity," but if ever it ■ should faa^^pen, yoa 
may be very sure I shail not forget your cpsamw- 
sion; 
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kion ; indeed it will be but a &ir return^ tbat as 
your spirit enlivens my indolence, my quiet 
Ihould temper your vivacity, 

I boile you get out this very delightful weatherf 
I walked to Rippie yesterday, and returned home 
in the evening through some charming fields, 
terminated by a distant view of the sea, which 
was rendered very distinctly visible from its being 
illuminated by the moon-beams. The beauty of 
this appearance, the freshness of the air, the 
tranquillity of the winter sky, and the subject of 
my own thoughts, gaVe a delightful calm and 
cheerfulness to my spirits ; till at length I recol- 
lected it was night, that I was alone, and scarcely 
within sight of a bouse ; and then I began to feel 
all manner of cowardly indeterminate fears, and 
to .start at every bush. Wretched weakness of 
imperfect virtue, and of ftiultering faith, that 
trembles under the guardianship of Omnipotence 1 
I fee! scarcely any thing so mortifying to my 
my mind, as any kind of terror, nor can I find 
in all philosophy so eOectual a remedy against 
pride. 

I most perfectly and entirely agree with your 
ppinion of the strange impropriety with which 

Lord M treated the Duchess of Kingston's 

trial. As to the people of good heart, who be- 
stow so much pity on her, did they feel any com- 

vor. u. A a 
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P&ssiofi ft}t this unhappy woman, when she wat 
triumphing in the success of prosperous wicked- 
ness ? Yet surely a human soul is infinitely more 
Wretched from unrepented guilt, than from the 
legal detection of its crimes. 

So Mrs. Rudd has dexterously slipped through 
the fingers of the law, and "fniitur diis iratis." 
t do not mean by this to express any disappro- 
bation of her acquittal, which did honor to her 
judge, as there was no positive proof against her, 
And the worst uflTenders ought not to be punished 
in a court of justice, by the strongest conviction 
of privMe judgment, without legal evidence. I 
hope Mrs. Veaey left you on Thursday at a rea- 
ionable hour, and that you have not sufTereci 
since for the indulgence of a social dinner. If 
this letter should happen to be opened at the 
post-office, it will be imagined there is some 
danger that Mrs. Vesey may keep you up half thei 
night to hard drinking. 

I propose to set out for Tunstal on' the 37th, 
and hope to be so happy as to see you the end of 
that week. I am very busy winding up my bot- 
toms, but a, little business at a time is all I an 
ibie to go through. Adieu, ray dearest friend. 
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LETTER CXCIII. 

London, May 15, IJJS, 

WniTEVEa Lethean spring the fine 
folks of this world may have discovered to enable 
them to forget their friend's, they have not im- 
parted a drop of it, to any one so unfashionable 
as I am ; and therefore I entreat you not to avail 
yourself of any false suppositions, as a fair pre- 
tence for your forgetting me. I believe I may 
equally answer for the Sylph, who, vrhateVer 
present objects may crowd on her attention, never 
loses sight of the more remote ; for, like Bartho- 
lomew Cokes * she is to be satisfied with nothing 
less than the whole fair. With r^;ard to other 
play-things, I am rather more moderate than she 
is ; but I am just as ready to whimper if I cannot 
get all the dolls together who happen to be drert 
to my owft fancy. Now, as of all possible dolls, 
it has never been my chance to meet with any 
one in the whole foir drest precisely like you ;' I 
leave you to guess how the not finding yoii witbia 
my reach must operate upon my play. 

* In Ben Joosoa't Play of ** Barthol«m«w Fair.* 

A a a Y09. 
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Vou will judge b}r all this nonsense that T ant 
in much better spirits than when I wrote last. 
My accounts irom Mrs. Underdown are, I thank 
God, pcrfcj:tly good, she seems to retain scarce 
any of the symptoms attending a paralytic seizure, 
and I have heard of many people who have been 
attacked equally violently, and recovered per- 
fectly, and have lived for many years, without 
any return of the disorder. 

In a world like this, the blessing of many 
tender connections mui^t be interrupted by very 
frequent anxieties ; i had a letter last night from 
James Pennington, who says his mother has been 
confined to her bed for four days with a rheu- 
matic fever, this, thank God, is not alarming 
like poor Mrs. Underdown, but still I shall be 
very anxious till I know my dear sister is better. 

You mention nothing about your return to us ; 
but I have had the pleasure of hearing by a round- 
about-way, that it will be next week, I have 
very quietly hitherto resigned you to the nightin- 
gales and the zephyrs, because I knew they 
would,do,your healtli more good, than any thing 
you would find in town ; but the most disinte- 
rested spirit has its limits, and 1 shall feci a severe 
mortification, if it should happen that your return 
to London should be deferred till after I have left 
it. I should have gone on tbe first letter after 
Mr». 
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Mrs. Underdown's illness, if she had not forbid 
it ; she is now, I tliaiik God, so much recovered, 
that I shall remain very quiet till my brother and 
sister return to town, when I think she will be 
glad to have me with her. 

I know not whether you have met in the pa- 
pers an account of the evasion of Lord Holder- 
nesse's secretary. He had money in his hands 
for the payment of the Prince of Wales's ser- 
vants, and other sums to the amount of £6000, 
which it is supposed must be at the expence of 
Lord HoldernesKe. The father of this wretched 
fijgitive left him £18,000. Ilia place was more 
than ^300 a year, and he lived without any vi- 
sible expence, so it is supposed he has sunk it 
all into that gulph, where so many fortunes have 
been swallowed up. Change Alley. 

Mr. Vesey is made a Privy Counsellor in Ire-' 
land, which I believe Is very satisfactory to him ; 
but probably our poor dear Sylph would have 
preferred his being made a constable or church- 
warden in Singland. She has this afternoon been 
looking over the plan of the newrhouse at Lucan, 
and seems greatly disturbed to find she is to in- 
habit a round room, where she conceives she shall 
be like an old parrot in a cage ; upon which Mrs. 
Hancock and I have promised to add scarlet 
trimmiDgs to her green gown. 

1 have 
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I have lately been reading some of Cicero's 
l<ettera to Atticus. Do you remember a passage^ 
in which he h»pes something which he had writ 
against some person, who he apprehended had 
afterwards a power of hurting his interest, mighfc 
be proved not to be his. It is true this was what 
is called a white lie, and such a one as children 
tell for fear of being whipt ; yet at the first view 
it scandalized me amazingly. But this was from 
considering Cicero as a moralist, and a philoso- 
pher. When I reflected on him in the light Of « 
public character, in such a scene of confusion 
and general corruption, as then prevailed at 
Rome, I coald not help thinking in how few 
modern statesmen such a spot would be even 
visible. A melancholy reflection in a period of 
time possest of advantages which poor Cicero 
never knew ! Many more passages struck me ai 
I read ; but I cannot, from a very muddled head. 
write any more on the subject just now. 

There is a little book just published on th« 
internal evidence of Christianityj which is indis-^ 
putably writ by Mr. S. Jenyns. It is much read 
and admired by most people; but suspected by 
some few. I am inclined to think the author- 
meant well, and he often argues well; but there 
are some exceptionable passages, and bis eodea- 
Tour to be very concise, sometimes I believe wiU 

lead 
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lead a reader wlio is not very attentive, to a mis- 
appreliension of his meaning. I wish if you 
have read it to know your opinion. 

Ranelagh is as faehionable, and fine folks go 
there aa much at the hazard of thetr lives and 
limbs as ever. If it was one of the necessary 
duties of life, that people should be choked by 
the dust, and stifled by the effluvia of a crowded 
room, and that on leaving it, they should incur 
the danger of haying their limbs broke, and 
their skulls fractured by the trampling of horses, 
what rueful lamentations would be uttered on the 
condition of humanity, in being Bubjected to 
such, hard trials ! But let all this be called by the 
name of pleasure, and every danger and every 
difficulty vanishes before it. 

I admire the eloquence of your pauper, and I 
fltill (nore admire and honor its effect upon you. 
If I did not love you too well to envy you any 
thing, it would be the office, and the power, and 
the disposition of being a ministering angel tQ 
the wants of the helpless and unfriended. I re- 
joice to hear your dear little man goes on so pros- 
perously. I saw Mr. Burrows lately, who speaks 
highly of him, and I likewise heard his eulogy 
from Mr. W. Burke ; pray remember his aunt 
Carter to him. I have been spending a most 
deli|fhtfvil 
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delightful evening in the dear blue room, but wo 
sighed and wished for you. When will yon come * 
I yesterday knocked at three doorSj bat not at 
home was the answer, and I was too prudent to 
attempt any more visits, even under the tempta- 
tion of becoming as illustriously &shionable aa 
you so gaily flattered me I should be, and wear- 
ing off the scandal of my Greek, by rapping at 
people's doors when I was half asleep. But 
there are very few instances of illostricity lliat 
will pay one for a lit of the head-ach. I often 
think it would be mightily for yonr good, if yon 
could become in some cases half as dull as I am ; 
but that you never will be, if you live to mil 
anos ; which that you may do, I love you tOo 
well to wish, unless I was to live as long too, . 
^nd in that case I should love myself too well to 
abate you a single day. Yean unmeasured by 
solar revolutions, and unnumbered by mortal cal- 
culations ; I hope we both shall live in a happier 
>vorld, 

Sr(!es ubi Fata qnieta^ 
Osteiidunt! 

You will substitute a 6tter expression than 
this heathenish word Fata. 

I was last Sunday induced to do a thing for 

which I hare been very sorry ever since. Our 

Sjlpk 
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Sylph contrived to engage me to a party in the 
conntry, and 'we were to go early. I agreed, 
without thinking much about it, but afterwards 
1 reflected that it was not right in any point of 
view that I should go ; bnt with her usual tena- 
city she kept me to my promise. It is true I 
went to early church first ; but I iras .so ex- 
tremely uncomfortable, that nothing shall ever 
induce me to make such another engagement. I 
must not sacrifice any point which appears to me 
of consequence on such a subject, even to the 
strongest temptations, that of complying with my 
friends. And I am snre if they will consider this, 
they will not demand it of me. 

i think by this time I have quite ^red your 
eyes and your patience; but my head was so 
good, I went on wUhout having an idea I had 
writ BO mucti.^ Quiet repose and [leasing dreams 
attend you. 



j^TT^R cxav. 

It was not, my dearest friend, till after 
the |K)st was ^ne out, that I arrived at tiie end 

of 
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of my journey. I left poor dear Mrs. Penning- 
ton laid up wi^ the rheMmatisni, but better thatt 
Bhe has been ; as soon as lam a little ^ttle4j, ^M 
vill coRie to me, and I bope the sea will do ^er 
good. Mrs. Uiiderdown is better than l_ ex- 
pected to find ber^ and ihe begins aow to get 
into tlic air, and thai I hope will .strengthen Ue^.- 

I did not And that the afiiur we ^pprehende4 
V'ould be so much a subject of discussion, m^Kea 
any great noise. It is very true, indeed, that 
you fiue folks, who flourish about the streets of 
this norld in high gilded phaetons, if ever yoa 
bappcn to make a ^Ise step, infallibly break your 
necks, and every body is looking out of their 
windows, and running out of their shop doors, 
and making a fearful wondering and screaming 
all round you, til! tbe next overturn supplies 
them with a new subject of staring. . But people 
who jog along the trottoir of life, rajs^ no spcb 
bustle. If they happen to tumble in the dirt, or 
run against a post, they only daub their clothes, 
or scratch their noses, and the crowd passes by 
them without stopping to make ^ny observation 
on 80 common an accident. 

I bope to hear you have past safely through all 

your illustrious foreign dinners. If these persons 

do not soon return to -th^Cooti^ient, they will, t 

fear^ effectually frustrate your uitentjon of going 

tbitber> 
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thither, especially ae the wind is getting a pojn* 
to the South, and betvreen the heat of London, 
and the fracas and jarg;on of French bel tspriti 
you will be absnlutelystuTined and suffocated. 

I beg my love to our dear friend in Bolton-row; 
I hope soon to write to our dear Sylph, but at 
present I am in such a chaos that I know not 
what to aet about firat. Adieu, my d6ar friend. 
I am ever yours. . 



LETTER CXCV. 

Deal, Ju/jf9, 1776. 

• 

Youtt welcome letter, my dear friend, 
which arrived on Saturday night was a perfect 
cordial to my spirits, for I wa« be^nning to be 
very impatient £iHr a line to say you were all safe 
arrived at the end of your journey. By thii 
time I hope your cold is quite removed. I did 
not, indeed, find much reason for approbation in 
your travelling by moon-light at midni^t, while 
you bad this said cold. 

I do not wonder that you soon grew tired of 

that monotony of aspect, which yon found oa 

your 
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Jour road *. One is for a little while pleased in 
traveling through a Btraight path, and a regular 
plantation of tall trees; but I well remember 
how Boon I wished for the wild luxuriance of 
variegated hedges. The fiice of every country 
will be in some degree affected by its mode of 
government. In our own, where every indivi- 
dual enjoys his property in full security, and 
without restraint, there will naturally be fqnn^ 
that variety of disposition and appearance, which 
arises from the various ideas^ and tastes of diffe- 
rent proprietors, unshackled by the fetters of 
despotic authority. I am inclined ta think you 
-will find the same tedious kind of monotony 
which weaned, you on the road, in the character 
and understanding of tiie iohabitanlf, and that 
the chief amusement you will find will be in the 
raree-show, which happily for youi friends in 
Ekigland, unless yon couki divest yoursdf of a 
head and heart, cajaopt last bng. 

I immediately took up my pen to make Mro. 
Pennington as happy as myself, happier she 
eannot be, by the afcount you give of my ne- 

* To Purii, . vb«i« Mn. Montagu wai accompfnr.eJ b^- 
Min Gregory, uo«t Mrs. AUsod, daughter of the late Df. 
Gregory, of Edinburgh, her nephew and heir Mr. Montagu,' 
his lutoi Afons. Blonde], and the Editvr of thcie Letters, 

phew, 
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phew. I trust in God he will never be ongrato- 
ful for the kindness shewn him. I am very glad 
Master Montagu and he are so fond of each 
other, and I rejoice in the pleftsure their innocent 
hearts must feel in such an affectiun. A virtuous - 
friendship will be one of the best hnmaii means 
to preserve them innocent. Your account struck 
me the more feelingly, as at the moment I re- 
ceived it, I had just shut the book where I had 
been reading a most charming description in 
Monsieur Rollin, of the friendship between Gre- 
gory of Nazienzen and Basil, which begun 
when they were studying together at Athens, and 
continued through their whole lives. One cir- 
cumstance is remarkable, that though with the 
most inflexible resolution, they refused to join in 
the irregular amusements of other young people, 
.their tempers and manners were so mgaging, 
that they never made an enemy, even among 
those to whom the strictness of their conduct was 
"a reproach. In the articles of temper and man- 
' tier. Our youths, [ think, have equal adyantages ; 
God grant their Christian- principles may be as 
strong, and render their virtue as pure. I very 
sensibly feet the kindness of what you say of our 
friendship. May it continually improve our mu- 
tual virtue, and our mutual happiness, till both 

are 
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Wft Compleated in that world whew neither will 
l«ceive any int^miptidn •. 

1 am much obliged to Colonel Dromgvld for 
bis remembrance, and beg my best compliments 
lo him, and many thanks for the charming little 
collection he was so good as to send me. I re- 
joice to hear his daughter is out of danger. 

Mrs. Underdown desires her best respects to 
you, and many thanks for your kind enquiry, she 
is very much better than conld haTe been cs- 

* What »(]<litioDal delight Horn it give to fiiendifaip, 
wh«a it can thus be considered u (UFviviDg tha decays of 
nature, and flouriahiDg anew in a future aod eternal state! 
Tbis can, of course, bi: true only of virtuous friendEbip> 
Mrs. Carter had no iloubt that, in their glorifieil state^ 
souls u'ill be coTiEcious of, and will renew the pure and in- 
nocent attachments which they have beguu in this life. It 
is remarkable that Cicero, though he wanted that certainly 
which can only be acquired through the. inestimable adrau' 
tage of EeTelation, formed ihe same opinion. He expresses 
it in the plainest and strongest terms, in the sublime con- 
clnsion of his treatise " de Senectute," which it is impos' 
(ible to read nithout berng reminded of a passage in (be 
xiith chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, on tfae caimi 
tnbject, which as much exceeds it in sublimity, as the Apo»- 
tle had clearer views of a future life than the philosopher 
enjoyed. In his Dialogue " de Amicilia" also, Cicero 
maintains the doctrine of the immortality of the soul, and 
of its G«asciou«iea* of what has passed in this state, 

pectedj 
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]pecled, and two days ego went witti a friend to 
Dover in the morning, and feturned at night, thft 
better for her excursion. For myself, I go o4 
much in the old way head-achs and rheumatisms ; 
and very thankful I have nothing worse. As I 
do not know how to direct to you, I shall enclose 
this to the gallant Captain Osborn. 

I believe you will find many instances besides 
Chantiily, tliat the French have a world of fancy. 
Bud not a grain of imagination. You will be 
better entertained when you get into the sickle of 
Pepin and Charlemagne, and the Abbe Suger. 
Do pray wish for your Gothic friend when you 
visit St. Denis, and I will excuse you as to the 
King of Prussia, about whom I have no maimer 
of curiosity. You call him a singular character, 
for which I dare say you have good reasons, which 
do not at present occur to me, to whom he ap- 
pears very little dififerent from other destroyers, 
other tyrants, and other profligates. 

I remember Mr. B , and his orange co- 
loured stockings, to which I took as strong an 
aversion as Olivia did to MalvoHo's. If the man 
had worn no stockings at all, it might have been 
a philosophical negligence; but stockings of 
orange colour was a positive depravity. Be so 
good in your next to let me know how to direct 
to you, for as tfarae is no post from Deal to 
Dover, 
, 7 
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l)oTerj I have not always an opportiinity ot 
lending my letters to Captain Osborn. Adieu^ 
my dear friend, my lore to your nephew and. 
mine. 
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Priaid hsR.^R. GiOtrt, St. JtMt-tgnan, Londem. 
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